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TEMPORAL REWARDS AND PUNISH- 
MENTS. 

AKIN to the subject touched upon in our last 
number, and, indeed, sprouting out of it, is that of 
the present article. It is a matter which theolo- 
gians have been wont to deal with, and very pro- 

erly, as illustrating the superior character and 
lofty bearing of Christianity, regarded as a system 
of moral government. We believe, however, that 
it has not hitherto been looked upon in relation to 
the voluntary principle. We know not wherefore. 
Between the one and the other there is an obvious 
connexion—a connexion which it is ours rather to 
hint at than to trace out to all its legitimate con- 
er 

t is remarkable, even as a matter of philosophi- 
cal speculation, that Christianity, when emanci- 
pated from the bondage of Judaism, its CHRYSALIS 
state, left behind it, with the husk of its former 
self, every trace of those temporal sanctions which 
thoroughly encased the earlier system. Springing 
out of an economy avowedly temporary and local 
—an economy which nevertheless contained, mys- 
teriously folded up within it, all the elementary 
principles which, since its transformation, have be- 
come developed—it spread its beauteous wings, if 
we may thus pursue the figure, without. effort, and 
entered, without a single remnant of its former 
earthliness, upon that wider and more etherial 
sphere of influence and exertion in which, until 
this day, it has its home. It moves in another 
element altogether. It retains none of the charac- 
teristics which, however well suited to the stage of 
its imperfect organisation, are out of keeping with 
its maturity. 

Regarded as a scheme of moral administration, 
it has merged the temporal in the eternal. The rod 
which hung up over the mantel piece is removed 
—the playthings and prizes which, in the infancy 
of human nature, tempted and rewaided obedience 
are put aside. Christianity knows nothing of them. 
Its rule is of an entirely different order. The whip 
does not immediately revenge the offence—the 
larger mess of pottage is not now the reward set 
before the compliant. No! Human character has 
passed this stage of childishness—and the world, 
released from nursery trammels, is, as it were, bid- 
den to rule itself, to govern its own passions, to 
pursue its great ends, guided only by a conscious- 
ness that every deviation from truth is, to the same 
extent, a deviation from happiness—that there is 
no sin without its punishment, be that punishment 
ever so remote—and no virtue without its appro- 
priate reward. : 

With a system thus free, thus elevated and spiri- 
tual, a compulsory maintenance of its institutions 
cannot, by any possibility, be made to harmonise. 
They who contend for securing a competent pro- 
vision for the ministers of truth by means of legal 
enactments, and who, to a scheme of moral govern- 
ment of the highest order, would adapt an appa- 
ratus of physical foree—seem to us to be seeking 
the amalgamation of elements which cannot mingle. 
They would have the structure of the butterfly 
united with the habits ofthe grub. ‘Theyappear to 
be utterly ignorant of the use of wings. They wish 
to confine to earth what was meant to fly in air— 
to feed on dirt what is designed to sip nectar from 
flowers—to localise what is capacitated to range 
abroad in joyous freedom. Their ĩdeas of Christianity 
cannot get beyond the mark of burrowing. — 
would have it still a chrysalis which they can watch 
and tend, and fancy dependent upon their officious 
intermeddling. ‘They cannot trust it out of sight. 
They can frame to themselves no notion of Chris- 
tianity getting its own sustenance. Like school- 
boys they construct a box for it, and fetch it leaves, 
and do all but force them down its throat—and 
then wonder that it pines. Ignorantly, and, in 
many cases, with the kindest intentions, they 
nurse it into sickness. ‘To trust it abroad they 
regard as the acme of insanity. ‘They would not 
leave it to its own instincts for the world. Under 
their management it is a gorgeous and many-co- 
loured butterfly, living the life of a grub—doomed 
to crawl in the dust—to forego every natural ten- 
dency—to soil its own splendour—and to come 
under subjection to laws which suited only the 
earliest stages of its being. 

The fact is, that nothing 


has so completely 


jarred with the designs of revealed truth, as the 
effort of rulers to further them by temporal rewards 


and punishments. The compulsory principle, 
which, if we take their word for it, is alone worthy 
of our confidence, introduces into a system of 
moral government an order of pains and penalties, 
which to have discarded as gross and beggarly 
was one of the main distinctions of its constitution. 
It is now, in consequence, altogether misunder- 
stood. Its glory is not recognised—nor its spiri- 
tuality discerned. Men who altogether mistake 
its sphere overlook, of course, the exquisite sui- 
tableness of its structure to move in that sphere. 
It is a beautiful object out of place—a polished 
mirror in a dark lumber room—a sceptre, grasped 
by a pedagogue, and employed as a rod. Far 
humbler materials would better have answered 
such mean uses. 

It speaks well for the principle of voluntaryism, 
that it does not, in this respect, more than others, 
jar with the general tone of that scheme of truth 
it is designed to subserve. Between it and Chris- 
tianity itself there is, herein, no dissonance. It is 
interwoven with the whole fabric of revelt tion. It 
does not attempt the anomaly of blending together 
the moral and the physical. The warp agrees with 
the woof. It establishes no wea fon g code of 
temporal rewards and punishments, and wisely re- 
fuses to fence about the outposts of religion with 
penalties utterly inconsistent with the nature and 
scope of religion itself. It has its sanctions—but 
they are 1 rather than secular. Neglect of its 
claims will be followed by chastisement—but it is 
chastisement inflicted by a natural and inevitable 
sequence of events, not by the arbitrary rule of 
man. The order of discipline under which it 
places the professed votaries of truth, is of a kind 
calculated to deepen moral impressions, and to 
strengthen, by habitual exercise, moral tendencies 
and principles. It is never oblivious of the fact 
that Christianity aims to bring about, in every in- 
dividual case, sel/-government—government, the 
main-spring of which must be within man, the laws 
of which are to be enforced by conscience, rebellion 
against which is punished by self-inflieted disqui- 
etude, and hearty submission to which is re caked 
by internal peace. ‘The voluntary princi Uke 
the system of truth it is enhistéd to support, is ſor 
the long run, not for a limited period only—fo 
the world, not for a nation—for mind and heart, 
not for mere external action. The forced culture, 
by means of legal penalties, of religious institutions, 
may give a temporary and seeming impulse to the 
cause; but those very penalties obstruct the de- 
velopment of sound spirituality, and create a false 
idea of the power under which the human family 
are to be eventually brought in subjection. 

The conclusion to which these remarks con- 
duct us is tolerably obvious. Christianity, as a 
system of moral administration, has purposely dis- 
placed and wholly superseded temporal rewards 
and punishments, as any part of its means. They 
are incompetent to produce that high condition of 
mental enlightenment and moral refinement at 
which it exclusively aims. The compulsory prin- 
ciple tacks on to this plan of spiritual renovation, a 
code of penaltics at war with the entire design of 
revelation. Christian willinghood, on the other 
hand, knows no sanctions but those of Christian 
truth; and, confident in its vitality and resources, 
comes to its aid, not as a co-ruler to command, but 
as a servant to obey. It presumes not to add to 
the laws of the moral world a little appendix of 
its own, drawn from the political one. It deems 
what is divine to be quite perfect without admix- 
ture of what is human. It is not guilty of the mis- 
take, after the parent has spoken of his disfavour 
as the consequence of neglecting his injunctions, to 
threaten, in true menial style, a thorough spanking. 
It judges, and judges wisely, that in as fur as the 
first fails of its end, the second is not very likely 
to compass It. 
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Cuurcw Rare Seizvnes at Briprorr.—-A corres- 
pondent writes as follows :—‘* We have just had a 
wholesale seizure for church rates, which is pre- 
liminary to a more extensive one, there being from 
40 to 50 more who will not pay these unrighteous 
demands. ‘The sale is to take place sume day this 
weck, and I willinform you the result. The church- 
wardens, who have ordered the scizure are Mr 
Richard Tucker ‘Twine, manufacturer, and one of the 
Graham magistrates, and Edward Sackrill Knight, 
druggist; neither of whom thought fit to accompany 
the constable when making the seizure. The num- 
ber of persons whose goods have been seized amounts 
to 16, and includes some of the most respectable in- 
habitants of the town. Among them are three 


members of the town council. The gross amount of 
the rates from these parties is £7 11s. 7d., and the 
estimated value of the goods seized, which include 
casks, lard, candles, leather, flax, twine, frying-pans, 
a bedstead, and watch, is about £38! There were 
some other parties seized on who were induced to 
pay the demand, with the expenses already incurred, 
being more than six times the original demand. 
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THE DISRUPTION OF THE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND. 
(BY AN EYE WITNESS. ) 


Ebixnundon, May 18, 1843. 

Tue image has fallen to pieces. The iron and the 
clay have parted. The church of Scotland is prac- 
tically overthrown—and the Christianity of Scotland 
is this day free. Four nunprep MINISTERS HAVE 
LEFT THE EsTABLISHMENT, and are now breathing in 
the atmosphere of truth. They do not yet breathe 
freely; they but see men as trees walking.“ but the 
scales will soon fall from their eyes, and light, and 
life, and liberty, will beam upon them. The sun 
now shines through a mist—but the clouds are fast 
dispelling. | 

The morning of the 18th dawned auspiciously so 
early as four o’clock. The St Andrew’s church was 
opened, and a few spectators took their seats, in 
anxious expectation of witnessing a scene unparal- 
leled in the history of Scotland. By twelve the 
church was crowded, and by two it was besieged by 
hundreds — aye, we might say thousands, who in 
vain tried to get in. My place is near the centre of 
the building, and ere the representative of royalty 
makes his advance, I shall give you some account of 
the appearance of things around me. The building 
is of an elliptical form. On the north side of the 
circle there 1s erected a throne and canopy, tastefully 
decorated with crimson cloth, and richly ornamented 
and gilt. The chair of the royal commissioner is 
gorgeously furnished, and on either side seats are 
reserved for his attendants and special visitors. The 
trappings of royalty—the pomp and pride of state, 
characterise the whole fittings of this exclusive spec- 
tacle. On the right of the throne forms are ar- 


ranged in parfllels for the accommodation of mem- 
bers of the a 


mbly. ‘These are always occupied by 
„or the “church and king“ party— 
stem and staunch supporters of “ our glorious consti- 
tution in church and state.“ On the left, the cor- 
responding seats are occupied by the evangelicals— 
men, who though restive and inconsistent, have ever 
been of the movement party, and susceptible of good 
impressions ; they have mustered stron 3 and 
seem full of life and spirit. In front of the throne, 
and immediately underneath it, are the moderator's 
chair, and the clerks’ table, and farther off “‘the 
bar,“ the reporters’ seat, and a pew for the magis- 
trates of the city. Intermediately a few forms cross 
the body of the church; these are occupied by 
middle men, or members who are neither mode- 
rates nor evangelicals, but hold opinions diverse 
from both. They lean to the evangelicals, and 
are mostly pious men. Around the distance in 
the circle, accommodation is provided for ministers 
and elders not members of the Assembly, which is 
generally well attended. ‘The gallery is set apart for 
spectators, or those not officially connected with 
the church. 

It is now half-past two o' clock. The applause 
with which the leading non-intrusionists are received 


indicates the feeling that is to pervade the meeting. 


Dr Chalmers is enthusiastically cheered. Dr Can- 
dlish is next in the order of 2 approbation, 
and Dr Cunningham comes in for a large share. ‘The 
moderator, Dr Walsh, a devout and most excellent 
man, meets with a kindly reception. But her 
Majesty’s representative, who has just been an- 
nounced, is received in solemn silence. What 
meancth this? I have been here oftentimes, and 
marked the animated looks of members as the com- 
missioners entered the house, and seen with sorrow 
and pain manifestations of cringing subserviency on 
every side. But to-day, those manifestations are not 
here; and in their room we see the cold and formal 
acknowledgment of dignity reluctantly expressed. 
But, hush! the speaker calls to prayer. ‘The Mode- 
rator prays. He is solemn, grave, and — 
He feels the hour of t ial to be at hand. He rises 
with his subjcet, and closes like a man of God. The 
court is now, in law phrase, constituted, and then 
comes the beginning of the end. All is silence 
breathless anxiety reigns over the vast assembly— 
the Moderator rises—the eye of Dr Chalmers, who 
sits on his left, being steadily fixed on the ground— 
the Moderator opens a roll He reads I protest!“ 
ves! that was the word; and, as cach succeeding 
phrase was enunciated, the interest of the — 
deepened, and ere the close, many weeping eyes an 

— hearts were within the walls of St 
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THE NONCONFORMIST. 


Andrew’s. But the crisis is come—the last sentence 
is uttered, He rises, and with firm step and digni- 
fied mien proceeds towards the door. Dr Chalmers 
is next—then Dr Candlish—then Dr Cunningham— 
then Dr Godson—and then almost the whole mem- 
bers on the evangelical side of the house fall into the 
rear. Oh! whata glorious sight! Oh! what a demon- 
stration of the power of Christian principle! Oh! 
what a practical evidence of the utter worthlessness 
of the mere institutions of man! I felt willing to for- 
give, with all my heart, the recklessness and inconsis- 
tency which those men had shown during the last three 
years, while seeking to work out their principles, as 
scriptural principles, within the establishment; and 
though conscious still of the fact that they were 
forced to this act of secession, I loved them for it, and 
love them still. They are gone, and all behind is 
eh th ee but lifeless and chilly as death. 
The atmosphere is oppressive, and loads the soul with 
a dead-weight of Erastianism. Ichabod ! 
Four o clock. Outside the church. What a sight 
is this. The seceders leave for their own hall, arm 
in arm, and thousands follow in procession. This is 
enthusiasm—excitement—feverishness ; but it is the 
enthusiasm of principle, the excitement of truthful 
impulse, and the feverishness of a new acffon in the 
vital springs of mental and moral health. We enter 
the hal it is a spacious, amphitheatre-like building 
—the seats for the —- leaders of the movement 
standing prominently out. What a brilliant scene! 
There, on the platform, sat some of the greatest and 
= 4 minis * . 1 
and digni gazing on around. ere, too, 
were — . 8 of the best of Scot- 
land’s sons and daughters, and learned and pious 
divines from India, America, Germany, and the sister 
land, to do ho to men who had done special 
homage to God. The hour of praise and prayer was 
now come, and never before did the voice of praise 
rise more joyously, nor the supplication of the heart 
ascend more fervently and unitedly, than at this: 
auspicious time. Oh, that the hearer and answerer 
of prayer may sanctify the doings of that hour to the 
praise and the glory of his own name. 

The first act of business was the election for chair- 
man. Dr Chalmers was unanimously chosen, and 
spoke for an hour. I shall not now disturb the 

easurable feeling which these scenes are so well 

tted to excite, by noticing his speech here. We 
must sleep on that speech. It is fit only for cool and 
sober reflection, and not to be judged while the mind 
is in the buoyancy of feverish exultation. We shall 
return to it perhaps to-morrow. 


St AnpRew’s Cnuncn, May 19. 

The appearance of the Assembly this day is omi- 
nous of the absolute overthrow of the Scottish esta- 
blishment. On the one side the benches are well 
filled, but a single glance at the men who fill them 
by any one who knows a little of their history, and 
can estimate evangelical religion by its true mit Sg is 
sufficient to produce a firm impression that they are 
not the men who will — with the expan- 
sive characteristic of evangelical truth. Here and 
there we discover countenances lit up with a partial 
glow of benevolence, but the general aspect is cold, 
rigid, freezing. On the other side are the germs of 
hope. There the leaven of evangelism still exists, 
and if other causes fail to work the final overthrow 
of the institution as a civil establishment of religion, 
the power of religious truth will expand itself in the 
lapse of time, and again, as now, throw itself off in 
another and last secession. But the si of the 
times are prognosticatory of a more speedy destruc- 
tion of the ttish church. Those 400 men, who 
are now placed beyond her pale, freed from the 
trammels of state connexion, and combined with 
the spirit of the age, will take their stand side by 
side with the evangelical brethren who have long 
fought the battles of truth in the ranks of dissent, 
and by their united influence, honestly and skilfully 
put forth, combine to the pulling down of the strong- 

old of error. True, the speech of Dr Chalmers at 


che 3 of the meeting of the new presbyterian 


church yesterday, is aristocratic enough, and exclu- 
sive enough, in ite sentiments, its spirit, and its ten- 
dency ; but that worthy man sees most things through 
the disordered medium of a fervid imagination—and 
now that the lever of state power has been wrested 
from his hand, the moral weight of his new position 
to democratic action will be but as the dust in the 
balance. He may succeed in leading a few into the 
labyrinths suggested by his own wild fancy, and ex- 
cite a spirit of exclusiveness to some extent, but the 
people of Scotland can see beyond the doctor; and 
while they admire his energy, admit his sincerity, 
and even love his enthusiasm, they will speak, and 
act, and think for themselves, in due time, and on 
right occasions. | 


THE FREE CHURCH ASSEMBLY. 

On Friday, the forenoon sederunt was occupied 
partly with devotional exercises, and partly with 
the reception of the Irish deputation. e gentle- 
men from Ireland spoke encouragingly of the seces- 
sion, with the exception of Dr Cooks, who attempted 
to steer a middle course, 2 ing the government 
in one breath and applauding the schism in the next. 
His attempt to reconcile opposite principles gave 
very little satisfaction. The evening meeting was 
devoted to the purpose of urging the elders, proba- 
tioners, and students, to leave the establishment. 
Much eloquence and apparent earnestness character- 
ised all the speeches, and Dr Goxpon, in a tone and 
temper more sincere, and betraying more feeling than 
anything that had previously been said, explained 
the grounds that had influenced him in the impor- 
rant step he had taken. The audience was again 
numerous and respectable, though not quite 80 
crowded as on Thursday. 

On Saturday the Assembly again met. Interim 


reports were severally given by Mr Duxror, Dr 
CaNDLIsH, and Dr CuaLMERs, from the architectural, 
statistical, and financial sections of committees. 

Mr DuxrLor detailed the progress that had been 
made regarding the arrangements for church build- 
ing. He said that several different plans of churches 
had been agreed on as applicable to different circum- 
stances and localities; for instance, buildings of 
brick and wood, of which the new erection in Lothian 
road is a specimen, and of stone in some districts 
where that material is cheap, and where the climate 
is too moist for using any other material. It had 
been resolved to adhere to these plans in every lo- 
cality, whether poor or rich, and not to erect more 
expensive or ornamental buildings anywhere, at 
least till once there should be a church in every place 
where one is needed. But owing to the opposition 
of the landlords in some parishes no stance for a free 
church could be obtained, and to meet such cases it 
was proposed to build movable tents, not weighing 
above four cwt, which might contain 400 or 500 sit- 
ters, and be shifted from place to place, as need 
might be. 

r Canpiism addressed the Assembly at great 
length, and entered into a number of interesting de- 
tails regarding the arrangements for allocating preach- 
ers to various charges. 

Dr CHALMERS entered into a minute detail of the 
state of the finances. From the data which he gave 
it had been estimated that the whole amount of 
funds now subscribed must amount to at least 
£255,000. No fewer than 687 free church associa- 
tions had been formed, and from many of these no 
returns had yet been obtained as to the subscriptions 
received. 

At half-past 3 o’clock the meeting adjourned till 
Monday at 12 o’clock noon. 

The utmost confidence was expressed by all the 
speakers to-day of the successful issue of the efforts 
— extend the free churches into every corner of the 

d. 

The principal business intimated for Monday, was 
that to come on on the evening of that day, the 
assembly to receive and consider report of committee 
appointed on Thursday in regard to completing our 
separation from the established church, and the way 
and manner in which that will be done.“ On Monday 
also the assembly was to receive reports of the bicen- 
tery commission, or the Westminster assembly, and 
the joint committee on five schemes. On Tuesday 
the assembly to receive addresses from churches and 
other bodies who wish to hold communication 
with it. 

Dr CaNnpDLIsuH intimated that the ministers of the 
free church would supply their own churches on 
Sunday, as usual, if no obstruction was put in their 
way. 


THE GENERAL (RESIDUARY) ASSEMBLY. 


LitrLe was done in the assembly after the depar- 
ture of the convocationists. The appointment of a 
moderator and a committee to arrange business, and 
the reading of the Queen’s letter occupied Thursday. 
Friday was devoted almost entirely to devotional 

ses. It is understood that overtures to repone 
tne Strathbogie clergymen, to repeal the veto, and, 
indeed, to rescind all the alleged illegal acts that 
have been framed since 1834, will be brought in and 
eed to as soon as possible. The representatives 
of the forty middlemen who remain in the assembly 
threaten to offer some opposition to this course, but 
it will, it is supposed, be quite ineffectual. 

The Scotch papers are indignant, and justly so, with 
Dr Chalmers’ opening address, as moderator. The 
Scotsman, Weekly Chronicle, Glasgow Raturda Post, 
and Glasgow Citizen, alike repudiate the charge 
which the doctor puts in the sie of dissenters. The 
following is the passage of his speech referring to 
the subject :— 

“Voluntaries are mistaken if the 


claim us as voluntaries 
cheers, and some distant sounds of disapprobation]. We hold 
it to be the duty of governments to give of their substance and 
means for the maintenance of relighen in the land. We pray 
that their eyes may be opened that they may see it to be their 
duty to be the supporters of religion, and not the tyrants we 
have to ſear. Though we quit the establishment, it is right that 
it be understood that we go out on the established principle 
(hear, hear]. Weare the advocates for a national recognition, 
and national support of religion, and we are not voluntaries”’ 
ad vey : 
f this speech the Scotsman remarks :—" We will 
not, however, take Dr Chalmers as the expositor of 
the sentiments of the new secession. All the other 
leaders have not, we hope, his horror of liberal 
opinions. We have no doubt that their position will 
determine their character, and that a few years of 
separation from the establishment will obliterate 
every distinction between them and the presbyterian 


dissenters. 


MEETING OF DISSENTERS. 

We learn from the Edinburgh Weekly Chronicle 
that a public social meeting of dissenters was to be 
held in the large Waterloo rooms yesterday, for the 
eo or of considering the condition of the esta- 

lished church of Scotland—the position of the non- 
intrusion party—and the duty of dissenters in the 
present crisis. The following gentlemen were ex- 
cted to take a part in the proceedings :—Rev. Dr 
eugh, Rev. Dr Marshall, Rev. Dr er, Rev. 
George O. Campbell, Rev. J. M‘Gilchrist, Rev. 
James Robertson, Rev. Wm Anderson, Rev. Wm 
Innes. Besides the above, several other gentlemen, 
whose answers had not been received, were ex- 
— to address the meeting. The chair was to 
taken by the Rev. Andrew 8 


Cuvncn anp Stare.—A requisition is in course 
of signature to the constables of Bradford, wishing 
them to call a public meeting of the inhabitants, to 
devise the best means of effecting a separation of 
church and state.—Leeds Mercury. 


GOVERNMENT EDUCATION SCHEME. 


CaRNARVON.—A public * of the inhabitants 
of Carnarvon, to protest against the amended educa- 
tional clauses of the Factory bill, was held in the 
Guildhall, on Friday evening, the 19th inst. The 
meeting had been called by the mayor, R. M. Preece, 
Esq., in compliance with a requisition respectabl 
signed. In the absence of the Mayor from town, W. 
Lloyd Roberts, Esq., solicitor, was unanimously 
called to the chair. The Chairman opened the pro- 
ceedings with a speech full of eloquence and argu- 
ments, in his usual forcible and impressive manner, 
He showed the great injustice of giving the predo. 
minancy to one sect, all men being equal in the eyes 
of the Creator, and declared the clergy of the state 
church totally unworthy of having the education of 
the people under their control, which he clearly de- 
monstrated by appealing to the practical knowledge 
of the audience with regard to the general conduct 
of the clergy of North Wales, especially their scan- 
dalous proceedings at the times of letting tithes, 
when they brutalise their parishioners by intoxicat- 
ing them, in order to obtain higher prices for the tithes, 
The Rev. J. Huxley, J. Bryan, and W. Williams, 
and Messrs W. P. Williams, W. P. Smith, and R. 
Evans, subsequently delivered excellent addresses, 
condemning the measure in detail and in principle, 
and denouncing all state interference with religion 
as antiscriptural. Several resolutions condemnato 
of the bill, and a petition to the House of Com- 
mons, based on the resolutions, were put to the 
meeting, and carried without a dissentient voice. 
All the speeches were received with the warmest 
signs of approbation. A vote of thanks was given 
to the Chairman, which was briefly acknowledged 
by that gentleman, declaring the great pleasure he 
felt at being present; after which the meeting sepa- 
rated. It was decidedly one of the most interesting 
ever held in this town. 


CuicHEsTER.— A public meeting, called by the 
Mayor, at which the Town Clerk presided, was held 
in this city on Friday, to petition parliament against 
the educational clauses of Sir James Graham's Fac- 
tory bill. The first resolution was moved by the 
Rev. John Fullagar, the unitarian minister, and Mr 
John Underdown, a quaker minister, who both con- 
demned the bill in eloquent terms. The second re- 
solution was moved by the Rev. W. Malden, who 
said the bill was very unlike an “olive branch,“ that 
it was more like the deadly nightshade, or a branch 
from the upas tree. The bill would give undue 
power to the parish priest, secure to churchmen a 
certain majority at the board of trustees, render it 
impossible for any dissenter to become the master of 
any one of the schools, and make education compul- 
sory ; which would be unjust, unscriptural, and un- 
English, which might do well enough for the slaves 
of Prussia, but not for Englishmen. That it was 
cunningly devised to put down dissent, and ought to 
make every dissenter petition for the repeal of the 
union between the church and the state. Mr Mal- 
den denied the right of government to educate the 

eople. A state education would keep the people in 
ignorance, as a state church kept the people in a 
state of irreligion. ‘The church property, which en- 
abled some thousands to live in luxury and laziness, 
made some millions die for lack of knowledge.“ 
The great barrier to the diffusion of knowledge was 
the episcopal church, as it stood in this country con- 
nected with the civil power. ‘The prosperity of re- 
ligion, the spread of knowledge, and the safety of 
liberty, civil and religious, depend on the dissolution 
of that unrighteous union. But before this can take 
place, the people must have the franchise; and he 
would, therefore, advocate the doctrine of complete 
suffrage ’’’ as a means to an important end. These 
sentiments were loudly checred by the meeting. Mr 
B. Adams seconded the motion. A petition to parlia- 
ment on the proposition of Mr Pullenger was adopted 
after which the meeting was addressed by Messrs 
Allen, Biffin, and Powell. 


Pustic Meeting AT Monkwrarmoutn. — On 
Thursday evening last a public meeting was held in 
the independent chapel, 8 street, Monkwear- 
mouth, condemnatory of the amended“ educational 
clauses of the Factory bill, now before parliament. 
The audience was not numerous, as no public notice 
had been given of it; but the spirit of the meeting 
certainly showed there was a right apprehension of 
this injudicious measure. T. Speeding, Esq., pre- 
sided over the business, which commenced at seven 
o’clock. He urged the necessity of unity in the 
design contemplated. He called upon the Rev. J. 
Muir, Scotch secession minister, to move the first 
resolution. Mr Muir stated that he opposed the 
measure as uncalled for, unjust, oppressive, and ty- 
rannical, and only abstained from urging the meet- 
ing to petition parliament for a separation of the 
church and state, because that was not the business 
of the meeting. The resolution was seconded by 
William Thackray, Esq., in a speech of some 
humour. He said there was a time for all things, 
and Sir James Graham had thought this a time for 
the state church to take under her nursing care the 
rising generation; and he (Mr T.) thought it was 
time for them to tell Sir James Graham the state 
church should do no such thing, and that they were 
resolved the state church should no longer continue 
the church of the state. This was the only ground 
the dissenters could take, if they were not * to 
surrender all the fruits of their own and their fore- 
fathers’ struggles. The second resolution was moved 
by the Rev. J. Peters, Wesleyan association minis- 
ter. His speech was the boldest and the most un- 
compromising delivered in this neighbourhood. He 
declared that the state had no right to interfere with 
religion, with education, or with commerce, as they 


had laws for their regulation from a higher source 
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than from any earthly legislator, and rotested 
against any earthly Legislators interfering with them. 
He laid down some minor principles to enable the 
audience to judge the altered Factory bill, and then 
with the most searching irony went through all the 
details of the bill, laying bare to the meanest 
capacity all its pretended liberality, yet unconceal- 
able tyranny. He declared the civil and religious 
liberty of the country was never in greater danger 
than at present. That a stru gle was 1 
and sorry was he for the timid, the double-minded, 
and the halter between the opposing parties; as 
they would suffer much from the eross- fire. He ex- 
horted the audience to make up their minds in ear- 
nest upon the matter. They must take a leaf out 
of their enemies’ book, and become the aggressors. 
Till then, they would make no progress; but 
just let them gather courage to make the at- 
tack, and as they had justice, truth, and true re- 
ligion in their ranks, their enemies must yield. 

e nonconformist was now a degraded, and 
but a tolerated being; yet let him really feel 
as a Briton and a Christian that such ought not to 
be his position, and he will with his old energy, ca- 
pacity, and self-denial, meet the coming struggle — 
and woe be to his opponent. Let this happen, and 
the day is not far distant when the nonconformist in 
England will have no foe—the church of Christ will 
be one in spirit. We shall live to love one another. 
The Rev. A. Wilson, baptist minister, seconded the 
resolution, and spoke in strong and emphatic lan- 
guage on the subject. The third resolution was 
moved by Thomas Thompson, Esq. He strongly 
denounced the altered bill, and recapitulated and 
further illustrated the principles so ably laid down 
by the Rev. J. Peters, and urged their universal 
adoption as guiding principles — but especially by 
the young. He then took a glance at the history of 
the conformist and nonconformist, and pointed out 
the absolute necessity of putting an end to their 
strife ; but this, he said, can only be done by the 
victory of the nonconformist in the coming struggle. 
Till then the ever-luring spirit of Christianity cannot 
complete its infinite purposes of good—till then, the 
Bible, and the Bible alone, must be the earnest 
Christian’s guide, and he will overcome all who 
have departed from the great doctrines of the refor- 
mation. He then alluded to the dissenting ministers 
taking part in politics, and defended them. The 
resolution was seconded by Thompson Oliver, Esq. 
A vote of thanks to the Chairman was then moved 
by the Rev. S. Wilkinson, which was seconded by 

r Peters. After the Chairman had acknowledged 
the vote of thanks, the doxology was sung, and the 
meeting separated a little after ten o’clock. 

Finspury.—Another much crowded meeting was 
held last week, to exhibit the feelings of the people 
with regard to the educational clauses of this bill. 
The Royal British institution, in Cowper street, City 
road, was the spot fixed for the meeting, and the 
building, which is calculated to hold between two 
and three thousand people, was crammed in every 
part. The Rev. J. H. Hinton, A.M., presided, and 
was supported by a number of reverend and lay 
gentlemen. The Chairman, in opening the business 
of the meeting, remarked, that already had the 
young men of London presented a petition with 
21,000 signatures; they must, however, still be 
active, for if the bill passed, the expense of supporting 
20,000 unbeneficed parsons as schoolmasters, assist- 
ants, and chaplains, as well as the expense of 
government inspectors, would fall upon the people. 
The Rev. Mr Archer, in an able speech, proposed a 
resolution, denouncing the amendments in the bill 
as a deliberate slight of the petitions of the people, 
of which no British statesman ought to have been 
guilty. The Rev. Mr Morris, of Holloway, seconded 
the resolution. The resolution was then agreed to ; 
one hand only being held up against it. The Rev. 
Mr Carlile proposed the next resolution, denouncing 
the principle of state interference with religion. The 
Rev. Dr n in an eloquent and impressive 
harangue, seconded the motion, which was then 
agreed to. Other resolutions, in the course of 
which the Rev. C. Stovel, the Rev. T. Richardson, 
and other gentlemen addressed the meeting, were 
likewise agreed to; and thanks having been passed 
to the Chairman, the meeting separated. 

Meetings similar to the above in spirit and enthu- 
siasm have been held at Kennington ; by the friends 
of Sunday schools at New Park street, Southwark ; 
at Fetter lane chapel on eee | by the 2 of 
St Matthew's, Bethnal green; at Barbican chapel, on 
Wednesday; at Zion chapel, Whitechapel, attended 
by upwards of 3,000 persons; and by the Paddington 
branch of the Sunday School union. 

GnxENWICRH.— On Wednesday evening, May 17th, 
a public meeting was held in the Lecture hall, 
Greenwich, to oppose Sir J. Graham's “ amended ”’ 
Factories bill. Notwithstanding the wetness of the 
evening, every part of the spacious hall was well 
filled. D. W. Wire, Esq., occupied the chair, and 
resolutions declaratory of strong opposition to the 
measure, adopting a petition against it, and deter- 
mining in every constitutional manner to prevent its 

assing into law, were moved and seconded by Col. 

Thompson, and the Rev. T. James; the Rev. A. 
J. Scott, M.A., and the Rev. W. Chapman; the 
Rev. J. O. Squier, and the Rev. A. Lee; the Rev. 
Dr Belcher, and the Rev. J. Pulling; the Rev. T. 
Timpson, and A. Young, Esq., one of the borough 
magistrates. About 400 persons signed the petition 
before they left the place. 

Sprino HILL Coitiece, BirmincHam.—The tutors 
and students of Spring Hill college have sent =; 

tition to the House of Commons against Sir 

+ Graham's “‘amended”’ bill, objecting to the prin- 
ciples as well as the details of the measure. They 
— previously petitioned against the bill in its first 
orm. 


LxIonsTRR.— On Monday evening, the 16th inst., 
a very numerous and highly respectable meeting of 
the dissenters and others of the borough of Leicester 
was held in the New hall, Wellington street. The 
number of tickets being limited to 2,000, numbers 
did not even attempt to gain admission, and hun- 
dreds were unable to do so. Among the gentlemen 
present were nine dissenting ministers—H. F. Cole- 
man, Esq., of Evington hall; R. Harris, J. Biggs, 
and J. Whetstone, Esqrs, magistrates of the borough; 
several members of the town council, &c., &c. e 
mayor (W. Biggs, Esq.) took the chair, and opened 
the proceedings with a short address. The Rev. G. 
Legge moved the first resolution in an eloquent ad- 
dress, which was most enthusiastically applauded. 
In reference to the boasted system of education in 
Scotland, he remarked— 

You have referred to Prussia and Scotland ; as a Scotsman, I 
may be pardoned for alluding to the latter. There are certainly 
parochial echools there, which may be called part and parcel of 
the established church. They do not educate, however, one- 
half of the people; there is not the shadow of compulsion at- 
taching to them; the education is almost entirely secular ; and 
there is no distinction of sect and sect. I think I could prove 
to your satisfaction, that the parish school has been no more ef- 
fective than the parish kirk, and the general intelligence of 
Scotland may be otherwise accounted for; but, be this as it may, 
you will perceive that the national schools in Scotland have no- 
as in common with those now proposed to be erected in Eng- 


land. 

The Rev. C. Berry seconded the resolution, which 
was unanimously carried. The second resolution 
was proposed by the Rev. J. Green, and seconded b 
the Rev. J. P. Mursell. The latter gentleman point 
out to them the duty of dissenters in case the bill 
should pass :—These are not the times for compro- 
mise; we have had enough of that. We must with- 
hold our money from the support of a system from 
which we conscientiously dissent [cheers]. Should 
it be demanded in the poor rate, then that rate must 
not be paid [loud cheers]. Norcan I sympathise for 
a moment with that sort of gentleness which is so 
much talked about. When is there cause to be de- 
termined, if not now? Are we to lie down and to be 
trampled upon [cries of No, no]? Shall we be 
the less slaves, because it is the soft hoof of an arch- 
bishop that it is to tread upon us [cheers and laugh- 
ter]? When are we to assert our rights as English- 
men, if not now? when the very sanctuary of our 
liberties is invaded—when our enemies would tread 
us to the dust [cheers]. But what are we to do? 
We are to meet again and again; we are to petition 
again and again; we are to withhold our votes from 
any man who would sanction the principles upon 
which such measures are based [loud cheers]. After 
a reference to the late fracas in the house of Com- 
mons, Mr Mursell concluded — 


I believe that these 12 — will effect great good. How- 
ever, such a House of Commons needs to be swept out: and I 
beseech the inhabitants of Leicester to help us in making that 
magnificent broom which will sweep it clean for once. call 
upon the mayor of Leieester to help us. It is already being 
made, and there are men who will use it effectually; and we 
shall have our own representatives. The time is coming when 
those of us who now differ shall combine ; when we shall lift up 
our voices for one common object, And if the bill before us 
should be carried, let Sir Robert Peel and Sir James Graham be- 
ware. Weare not disposed to hold out idle threats; but if it 
should be carried I believe that an agitation for the disunion of 
church and state will commence, and be prosecuted with a vigour 
and an effect which will fill our ecclesiastical oppressors with 
dismay (loud and prolonged cheering). 

The Revs. J. Goadby, J. Smedmore, C. R. Edmonds, 
Esq., and other gentlemen, afterwards addressed the 


meeting, and a petition was unanimously adopted. 


TEMPERANCE v. Sik JAMEs GnauAu's BIII. Out 
of the thirty petitions to parliament already posted 
from Towyn, Merionethshire, against Sir James Gra- 
ham's Education bill, the following was from Towyn 
Temperance society—a meeting having been held on 
the occasion. The petition was explained and agreed 
to unanimously, signed by all the members present, 
and forthwith sent to parliament :— 

To the Honourable the Commons of Great Britain and Ireland, 
in parliament assembled. 

The humble petition of the undersigned, being members of 


the Temperance society in Towyn, Merionethshire, 
„ Sheweth— 

“That your petitioners learn with regret the particulars of a 
bill presented to parliament by Sir James Graham, for the edu- 
cation of the working classes of our country—your petitioners 
lament the intention of the bill with regard to the placing of the 
education of such children under the care of the clergy of the 
established church, who, owing to their habits in general being 
in direct opposition to the principles of our society, and, so far, 
sanctioning and upholding the chief causes of the evil effects of 
the prevailing drinking traffic, your petitioners, with fear and 
indignation, contemplate that their conduct and example will 
effect to corrupt the now comparatively temperate habits of chil- 
dren and young persons if placed under their special care and 
control—the generality of such children and young persons (as 
also their parents) in this part of the country, now being total 
abstainers from intoxicating drinks, and, so far, “ trained up in 
the way they should go,” hitherto instructed voluntarily in the 
light and right of FREEDOM, hereditary to all men, which your 
petitioners deem more in accordance with the dictates of reason 
and sound principle than any parliamentary compulsion such as 
is now in presentation. Therefore your petitioners most ear- 


nestly beg your honourable house that such bill may not be en- 
forced into a law. 


And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.“ 

Derspy.—On Tuesday evening, a meeting of pro- 
testant dissenters was held in St Mary's Gate chapel, 
when a petition was unanimously adopted in con- 
demnation of the Factories Education bill. Mr R. 
Pegg was in the chair; and the speakers were—the 
Rev. Noah Jones, the Rev. J. Corbin, the Rev. J. 
G. Pike, and the Revds Messrs Williams, Smith, 
and Jones. The previous evening, a meeting, which 
ended in a similar result, was held in Messrs 
Strutt’s school room, Belper; John Harrison, Esq., 
in the chair. 

Yorxsuire. — The Leeds Sunday School union 
convened a crowded meeting on Wednesday last, 
when the amended bill was unanimously denounced, 
and various resolutions passed against it. Not only, 
says the Leeds Mercury, was the abominable measure 
of her Majesty's secretary of state for the home de- 
partment—that piece of amended tyranny—set forth 
with its former, nay its increased, load of injustice ; 
but the absolute necessity of the severance of the 
church and state, as a means of future security 


against such and unconstitutional inno- 
vations on the rights of conscience, was boldly de. 
clared, and had the responsive echo of every breast 
in the assembly. Indeed, the positive necessity of 
a divorce of that unhallowed and adulterous union 
was the object of ex declaration by several of 
the rev. gentlemen t, including Messrs Scales, 
Hamilton, and Ely, each of whom addressed the 
meeting in speeches of considerable length and 
power. The other 8 ers were Edward Baines, 
Jun., Esq., James Richardson, Esq., the Rev. J. R. 
Giles, Mr Glover, Mr W. H. Rinder, Mr B. Wade, 
Mr W. Fox, and Mr Dunn. The same evening 
the friends of Sabbath schools at Halifax held 8 
crowded meeting with a like result. 
LancasHire.—A crowded meeting of the evange- 
lical dissenters of Liverpool, was held at Dr Raffles’s 
chapel, on Thursday evening, when the utmost en- 
thusiasm prevailed, and strong resolutions were 
ed against the government Education bill. 
rowded and enthusiastic meetings have also been 
held at Halshaw moor, and Bury, at which not onl 
the bill, but the principles upon which it is founded, 
were denounced. They were both attended by dis- 
senting ministers from Manchester. At this latter 
meeting G. Grundy, cert of Park hill, was chairman. 
The more 1 identify myself with religious freedom—the freee 
dom of the mind—the more I am convinced of its 288 
Throughout the whole of my life, I have loved liberty; and 
can assure you, that, while I have the power of utterance, m 
voice shall never be wanting in the ory for liberty 41 . 
The amended bill, as it is termed, which we have met here to 
consider, is one of the most monstrous measures which any 
vernment could have brought forward (hear). I have, for the 
ast forty years, been fully convinced that the members of par- 
liament were impious and good for nothing men, and I think 
we shall never receive much good until we have a new batch 
altogether [laughter and applause). I hope that as we have en- 


tered into the s le we shall never rest until we obtain entire 
and universal om 


At Rochdale a public meeting has been held, and a 
memorial to their member, 8. Crawford, Fag., 
3 urging him to give every opposition to 

e bill. 

Bnis roll. — Another large meeting of dissenters of 
nearly all denominations was held at the Publie 
room, Broadmead, Bristol, on Tuesday evening, to 
consider the Factories Education billin its amended 
or rather altered form. The large and spacious 
building was crammed to suffocation, and the 
ceedings were distinguished by the same enth 
tic demonstrations of determined and unmitigated 
hostility to the bill, which characterised the former 
meetings. R. Ash, Esq., presided, and the meeting 
was — by the Rev. T. Crisp, Dr Ash, a 
member of the society of Friends, the Rev. T. 
Thoresbey, the Rev. H. J. Roper, the Rev. Mr Pro- 
bert, the Rev. Jacob Stanley, the Rev. T. Winter. 

ANTI-8STATB-CHURCH PRririox.— The petition ori- 

inated at the large meeting held in this town on 

uesday, the chief prayer of which is against the 
Factory Education bill, and the union of church and 
state, has already had affixed to it nearly 6,000 
names, although it had only laid for signature two 
days.—Leeds Mercury. 


Form or Petition.—The following is the copy of 
a petition which has been adopted by the inhabitants 
of Bungay :— 

„To the Honourable the Commons of Great Britain and 
Ireland in Parliament assembled. 
The petition of the undersigned inhabitants of Bungay, 
in the county of Suffolk, and its neighbourhood, 
‘‘ Showeth, 

“That your petitioners regard the educational provi- 
sions of the Factories bill now before your honourable 
House, as a violation of the principles of public freedom, 
both civil and religious. 

‘That your petitioners have seen and considered the 
alterations proposed by her Majesty’s government to be 
made in that bill, but they find therein no real amend- 
ment on those points which render the bill substantially 
objectionable. 

„That your petitioners beg to represent to your honour- 
able house, that, in addition to the evils of its direct ope- 
ration, the enactment of this bill would impose onthe nume- 
rous classes of society, who believe they ought not to yield 
voluntary aid to any provision by the state for religious 
instruction, the duty of refusing gag of the parochial 
rates, out of which it is proposed to defray the costs of 
the new educational scheme. 

“Your petitioners, therefore, pray your honourable 
2 that the Factories Education bill may not pass 
into a law.“ 


Watrs.-——The resistance to Sir J. Graham's educa- 
tion bill in its altered (not amended) form in this 
part of the country is as much as ever. On Wednes- 
day evening the 17th inst, a meeting was convened 
at the Wesleyan chapel, Aberganolwyn, in the 
county of Merioneth. Mr Evan Evans, of Bwylch- 
maen was called to preside, who, in an able speech, 
proved the necessity of calling the Ney He 
then called Mr G. Evans, of Maesypandy, to describe 
the several alterations in the different clauses of the 
bill. The question as tothe necessity of re-petition- 
ing was given to the meeting ; all hands were up in 
the affirmation. A petition had been proposed, and 
was immediately and unanimously adopted and very 
numerously signed. The following are extracts from 
the petition :— 

“ That your petitioners regard the bill which Bir J. Graham 
ham proposes for the education of the children of the operatives of 
this country in its altered form, with the same disapprobation as 
before, inasmuch as they consider that the state has no right to 
interfere with the education of its subjects (particularly when 
such education is placed at the mercy of a priesthood too gene- 
rally hostile to the extension of knowledge and practical reli- 
gion), and thatany bill passed into law to that will only 
secure division, hatred, and strife. 

„ Your petitioners further suggest that the education of chil- 
dren should be left solely to their nts or guardians, together 
with those who are willing to sacrifice a portion of their time and 
property to promote that most desirable object on the voluntary 
principle ; therefore, your petitioners beg that no such bill be 
made — a 

MonMouTHSHIRE.—On Wednesday night, May 17, 
a meeting was held at Penmain chapel, Monmouth- 
shire, on the subject of the Factories bill, when the 


Rev. E. Rees, minister of the chape), presided, and | 
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called on the Rev. R. Jones, Sirhowy, to analyse the 
altered clauses of the bill, and was followed by the 
Revs M. Ellis, Mynyddyslwyn, and W. Davies, 
M. A., Blackwood. Both spoke energetically.— On 
Thursday nig'it, May 18, a public meeting was held 
at the independent chapel, Mynyddyslwyn, Mon- 
mouthshire, to take into consideration Sir James 
Graham’s Education bill, under its amended form. 
The Rev. Moses Ellis, pastor of the church, was 
unanimously called to the chair. The chairman 
briefly opened the meeting, deprecating the bill as 
more objectionable in its altered form than its first 
state. He then called upon the Rev. E. Rees, 
Penmain, to address the meeting, who was followed 
at some length by the Rev. W. Davies, M.A., Black- 
wood, and the Rev. R. Jones, Sirhowy ; both reverend 
gentlemen speaking ably to the point. On the same 
evening, a large and enthusiastic meeting was held 
at the independent chapel, Blackwood ; at which the 
amended clauses of the bill were unanimously 
denounced. 


CARMARTHEN.—Neath, at a public meeting held 
there last Monday, has declared against Sir James 
Graham’s amended bill: a series of resolutions was 
adopted and a petition to parliament founded on 
them was unanimously agreed to. Merthyr and 
Swansea also have each met, and, in resolutions 
breathing an ardent love for religious freedom, have 
declared against the grasping, unjust, and tyrannical 
spirit of the insidious attempt to extend the power 
and influence of one sect at the expense and to the 


injury of all those who dissent from its dogmas.— 


Welchman, 


GLoUCESTERSHIRE.—At Gloucester meetings of the 
principal dissenting congregations were held last 
week, at which petitions were agreed to for the 
withdrawal of the educational clauses altogether, 
and at a public meeting held last night at the Town 
hall, a similar resolution was adopted. At the last 
monthly meeting of the society of Friends held at 
Gloucester, for the towns of Gloucester, Cheltenham, 
and ‘Tewkesbury, a memorial to the local members 
of parliament, against the educational clauses, was 
signed, as we are informed by the Gloucester Journal, 
by every member of the society resident in those 

aces. Answers have been received from Captain 
n M. P. for Gloucester, and from the Hon. 
Craven Berkeley, M. P. for Cheltenham, in which 
they promise to lend their best endeavours to throw 
out the bill; and other petitions against it from other 
dissenting congregations in the same county have 
been addressed to Earl Fitzhardinge for presentation 
to the House of Lords, and he has expressed his in- 
tention to support their prayer. In other places in 
the neighbourhood, as will be seen under some of 
our local heads, equal activity has been manifested ; 
and whether the result be agreeable to the desire of 
the petitioners or not, it will be consolatory to them 
to know that nothing, which could or ought to have 
been done to defeat the obnoxious measure, has been 
left undone.— Worcester Chronicle. 


Berra.—A public meeting was held in the Rev. 
D. Davies’ chapel, Berea, Wales, on this day, May 
15th, for the purpose of adopting measures for op- 
posing the state education scheme. ‘The minis- 
ter was called to the chair, who addressed the mect- 
ing in a very eloquent and impressive speech, and 
was followed by others to the same effect—when the 
following petition was unanimously adopted, and 
numerously signed :— 

* To the Honourable the Commons of Great Britain and Ireland 

in Parliament assembled. 

The humble petition of the undersigned, being protestant dis- 
senters of the congregational denomination, worshiping at 
Berea, parish of Llanidan, county of Anglesey. 

„ Showeth, 

“That your petitioners consider with indignation and alarm 
the attempt of your honourable Ilouse to legislate on the subject 
of education, either civil or religious, as proceeding totally out 
of your province, and at variance with scripture, justice, and the 
liberty of conscience. 

“That a full, free, and fair representation in parliament of the 
whole adult male population of these realms, and a dissolution 
of the connexion between the church and the state is indispensa- 
bly necessary as a basis of just legislation. 

“Your petitioners, therefore, pray that the Educational 
Amended bill may be thrown out. 

And your petitioners will ever pray, Ke.“ 

West or ENGLAND. — On Monday evening, the 18th 
inst, a public meeting was held at the independent 
chapel, Wells. Two resolutions were passed unani- 
mously ; namely, to petition against the Factories 
bill, and to present a memorial to the Queen for the 
dismissal of Sir James Graham from the cabinet. 
The prayer of the petition is, that the educational 
clauses of the bill may be ‘utterly and for ever 
abandoned.“ On the 10th inst a public meeting was 
held at Shebbear, Devon, in Ebenezer chapel. The 
attendance was numerous, and the greatest enthu- 
siasm prevailed. A petition was adopted, which re- 
pudiates state interference with religion, and has re- 
ceived upwards of four hundred signatures. Mr 
Thorne, president of the Bible Christian conference, 
made allusion to Mr Gallv Knight's reported decla- 
ration, in the house of Commons, to the following 
effect—that ‘in any country where there is an es— 
tablished church there cannot be absolute religious 
equality—it is a contradiction in terms,“ remark- 
ing— 

1 hope we shall all pocket that declaration! It is no new dis- 
covery; but it is an honest statement of the case, and furnishes 
an inducement to all consistent nonconformists to come boldly 
forward to endeavour to eilect the removal of such a known, 
such an acknowledged, barrier to the possession of their liber- 
ties. It is high time for all true nonconformists deeply to 

nder the subject, and to consider whether it would not be 

tter to get rid of such an establishment altogether than to 
support it at such an enormous expense, just to rob them of their 
dearest liberties. 


Petitions will be presented from the society and con- 
gregation belonging to the same denomination as- 
sembling in Rowden chapel, in the same parish, as 
they also will at thirteen of their other chapels in the 
Shebbear circuit. Fifteen petitions, with about two 


thousand male signatures, were forwarded from this 


circuit against the original measure, and presented 
by Mr Hawes to the House of Commons ; but, being 
resolved to render all the opposition in their power, 
both males and females will sign these petitions in 
distinct columns, which will probably more than 


double the number of signatures. A crowded meet- 
ing was held at Paul street chapel, Taunton, on 
Wednesday evening, against the amended Factories 
bill. The hostility to the measure was far more de- 
cisive than was evinced against the original bill. 
James Bunter, Esq., was called to the chair, and the 
principal speakers were T. Thompson, Esq., the Rev. 
J. Jackson, — Addiscott, J. Poole, W. Pinkstone, 
H. J. Leigh, Esq., and Mr Clarke. 
unanimously agreed upon. 


MAncnEsTeR Perition AGAINST THE Factory 
Epvcation BILL. - We are glad to find that the 
petition against the modifications proposed by Sir 
James Graham in his Education bill, agreed to at 
the public meeting recently held in our Town hall, 
has received 91,255 signatures. Its weight is upwards 
of 55lbs. It will be forwarded to London this even- 
ing, and presented to the House of Commons on 
Monday evening next, when Sir James Graham 
again intends to state his views on the important 
question.— Manchester Times. 


Soutn Lonpox.—No less than nine public meet- 
ings were held last Wednesday evening, in London, 
south of the Thames, which were very numerously 
attended. Resolutions were passed, condemnatory 
of the amended bill, and petitions to be presented 
to the House of Commons, praying for its absolute 
rejection. 


Tue WrSsLEVIANS.— We stop the press to announce 
that we have just heard, from a quarter on which 
we have every reason to rely, that Sir James Graham 
is at this moment engaged with some of the leading 
members of the United Wesleyan committee, with a 
view to make the education clauses of his Factories 
bill satisfactory to them. If this is really the case, 
it is much to be regretted. Only let Sir James 
divide his opponents, and he will defeat them. We 
earnestly entreat the United Wesleyan committee to 
beware of falling into any trap which the sly and 
specious home secrctary may bait for them.—JVes- 
leyan Chroniele. 

ILutt Sunpay School Union.—At aspecial meet- 
ing of the committee, held on Thursday last, it was 
unanimously agreed to petition the House of Com- 
mons against the amended clauses on education in 
the Factories bill; and also to urge all the teachers 
of the 162 schools in the Union, with the parents of 
the children, to do the same without delay. 

SHEFFIELD.—A numerous meeting of the Sunday 
school union was held, on Tuesday evening, in Ne- 
ther chapel vestry, when the petition from the officers 
of the union against the Education bill was agreed 
to. It was also resolved to recommend each school 
to petition. On the following evening a meeting of 
the committee of the Religious Freedom society was 
held, when arrangements were made for promoting 
the signature of congregational petitions in the town 
and neighbourhood. 


Misce_LANnrovs.—A crowded meeting of the seve- 
ral dissenting congregations at Coventry was held on 
Monday, the 15th inst, when the amended educa- 
tional clauses were condemned, and a petition agreed 
upon. <A borough meeting was held at Portsmouth 
on Wednesday; the Mayor in the chair. The Right 
Hon. F. T. Baring, M. P., and Sir G. T. Staunton, 
M. P., were present. The amended clauses of the 
bill were unanimously condemned by the speakers 
and the numerous auditory, and a petition agreed 
upon. Of a large meeting held at Boston on Tues- 
day, the Stamford Mercury says 

One spirit animated the assembly, who remained together 
until a late hour, and separated fully imbued with a determina- 
tion peaceably and legally to resist this abominable attempt upon 
their liberty as citizens and Christians. One fact was very evi- 
dent—that the tone of this meeting was much higher than of 
that recently held on the same subject; and a much more de- 
cided opinion of the evils of state churches was expressed. One 
of the speakers, a Wesleyan methodist, said he acknowledged 
that, as a body, they had been too backward in resisting en- 
croachments upon their liberties, but he hoped that in future 


they should always be found willing to unite with their brethren 
for this great object.” 


The inhabitants ot Dover, Newcastle-on-Tyne, and 

Gateshead, have also met during the past week, de- 

nounced the amended bill, and resolved to petition 

against it. The dissenters of Crediton held a meet- 

ing a short time since, and passed a series of resolu- 

— * against both the principles and details of the 
ill. 


So numerous are the communications we have re— 
ceived, containing information of the progress of the 
agitation against the altered educational clauses of 
the Factories bill, that we find it impossible to give 
insertion to one tenth part of them. In addition to 
these the provincial papers are crowded more than 
ever with reports of meetings which have been 
holden throughout the length and breadth of the 
land, to condemn the so called amended bill. 

Extent or Peritioninc.—It appears from the 33d 
report of the select committee on public petitions, 
that the number of petitions presented to the House 
against the Factory Education bill up to the dth of 
May, amounted to the enormous number of 13,060, 
bearing 2,015,607 signatures! In favour of the bill 
there had been 55 petitions, With 17,027 signatures. 

Femate Prririons.--A correspondent, who signs 
a Luther from Monmouth,” writes— 


“ We are in à petitioning mood throughout the hills of this 
county, and are determined to follow close at the heels of Sir 
James Graham to the very last moment of the fate of his obnox- 
lous bill. You would relieve us from a great anxiety if you will 
be so Kind us to let ls know, through the medium of your valu- 
able paper, is it legal and constitutional to affix the signatures 
of females with those of the males in the petitions to both Houses 
of parliament,”’ 

[ We reply that it is pertectly legal and constitutional, 
and has been most extensively acted upon during 
the course of the present agitation. ] : 


A petition was 


— 


SCOTLAND. 

Pusuic Meetine ix Guiascow.—On Wednesday, 
at one o' clock, a public meeting of the citizens of 
Glasgow, called by the Lord Provost, on a numerous 
and respectably signed requisition, was held in the 
Trades’ hall, for the purpose of taking into conside- 
ration the educational clauses of the bill now before 
parliament, “ for regulating the employment of chil- 
dren and young persons in factories, and for the 
better education of children in factory districts,” 
The meeting was numerously attended. On the 
motion of Mr Brodie, the chair was taken by Coun- 
cillor Cross. The meeting was addressed by the Rey. 
Dr King, the Rev. W. Anderson, Mr Paton, Mr 
G. C. Dick, and other gentlemen. A series of reso- 
lutions were passed condemnatory of the Factories 
Education bill. 

ABERDEEN.—A meeting of Sabbath school teachers 
of different religious denominations in this town was 
held in Mr Meston’s schoolroom last week, for the 
purpose of petitioning against the above bill. Coun- 
cillor Ross was called to the chair, who, in a few 
remarks, explained the object of the meeting, and 
pointed out some of the objections to the bill. A 
petition was then submitted to the meeting by Mr 
Macallan, upholsterer, who moved that it be adopted. 
The motion was seconded by Mr David Mitchell, ad- 
vocate, and unanimously agreed to. 


Strriinc.—On Monday evening a public meeting, 
numerously and respectably attended, was held in 
St John street church, Stirling, for the purpose of 
expressing their disapproval of the Factories Educa- 
tion bill, and of petitioning parliament to that effect. 
The Provost having been called to the chair, the 
meeting was addressed by the Rev. Messrs Beith, 
Gilfillan, Marshall, Cupples, Steedman, and others, 
on the impolitic nature of the bill, and resolutions 
condemnatory of the measure were unanimously ap- 
proved of. It was also agreed that petitions founded 
on the resolutions be immediately forwarded to both 
houses of parliament for presentation. 


GREAT MEETING AT LEEDS. 
SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND STATE. 

Tun Leeds Times and Bradford Observer contain 
copious reports of this meeting, and from them we 
condense the subjoined account. 

We last week stated that a requisition to the Mayor 
was in course of signature, requesting his worship to 
call a public meeting of the inhabitants to consider 
the propricty of petitioning parliament against the 
education project and other measures; and in favour 
of a separation of the church from the state. This 
requisition, which received the signatures of 292 in- 
habitants, nearly all of them electors of the borough, 
was presented to the Mayor, on Friday evening last, 
by a deputation consisting of H. H. Stansfeld, Esq., 
James Richardson, Esq., and other gentlemen ; and, 
after taking till the next day at noon to think over 
the matter, his worship declined to call the meeting. 
This was to be expected, the oath of office which the 
Mayor takes precluding him from using his office to 
weaken or destroy the episcopal church as by law 
established. On receiving this answer from the 
Mayor, the requisitionists immediately issued a pla- 
card appointing the meeting to be held in the yard of 
the Coloured Cloth hall, at noon, on Tuesday. On 
this short notice, then, the meeting was convened, 
and notwithstanding the shortness of the notice, and 
the unfavourable appearances of the weather during 
the whole forenoon of ‘Tuesday, the assemblage was 
one of the largest witnessed in Leeds for a long time 
past. Not less than ten thousand persons were pre- 
sent on this important occasion, and the enthusiasm 
of the meeting was as remarkable as its numbers. It 
was a singular cireumstance, however, that most of 
the dissenting ministers of the town were absent from 
this public demonstration in support of religious 
liberty. This was the more extraordinary, as at the 
meeting of the Religious Freedom society, only two 
or three weeks before, these very gentlemen had as- 
cribed to the past apathy of dissenters on the subject 
of the union of church and state, those alarming ag- 
gressions on the rights of conscience which have 
lately roused to resistance all the friends of religious 
freedom throughout the length and breadth of the 
land, and marshaled them in mighty numbers for the 
defence of their endangered rights and privileges. 
Besides the largeness of the assemblage, on the ques- 
tion of separation of church and state, the greatest 
unanimity prevailed—all parties, even the O' Con- 
norites, as they are now called here, denouneing the 
union thereof in the strongest terms. This section 
of the chartist body, now very much reduced in 
number by the secession of most of the rational and 
moral force men in their ranks, endeavoured to play 
into the hands of the common enemy by moving 
amendments; but in the attempt they were signally 
defeated, though aided by the votes of a number of 
church and state tories who were present at the 
meeting. 

At twelve o’clock, the hour appointed, only some 
300 or 400 persons were present, the majority of these 
being O’Connorite chartists, who mustered thus 
early in order to defeat the propositions of the origi- 
nators of the meeting. Mr James Richardson pro- 
posed Alderman Stansfeld as chairman. Mr Coun- 
eillor Joseph Cliff seconded the proposition. Brook, 
the leader of the Northern Star troop, objected to Mr 
Stansfeld, who he said had advocated household 
suffrage, and after trying to lead the people this way 
and that, was one of the first to ride out at the head 
ofthe military against them. He therefore proposed 
that Jeseph Jones, a working man, should be elected 
chairman, This was put and carried by a large ma- 
jority, whereupon the O’Connorites cheered and 
shouted most vociferously, evidently imagining that 
they had perfect control of the meeting, and would 
be able to turn it to their own account. Their tri 


umph, however, was but of short duration. 
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THE NONCONFORMIST. 


The CuarrMAN having bespoke a fair hearing for 
all who might address the meeting, 

Mr James Ricnanpsox read the petition to be pro- 
posed for the adoption of the meeting, which was of 
a very great length, and set forth the various mea- 
sures under the consideration of the gov 1 
viz., the Factory bill, the Church En owment 
bill, the Health of Towns bill, the Church 
Maintenance bill, and the Pauper Education bill ; 
all of which it condemns, and then concludes with 
a prayer that they may not pass into a law, and 
that the civil and religious liberty of the people may 
be placed on a more secure basis by the severance of 
the connexion betwixt church and state. 

Before Mr Richardson had concluded reading the 
petition, the assemblage had increased from 300 to 
400 to as many thousands, and the yard continued 
to fill rapidly till after one o’clock. 

Mr Councillor Joseru Crirr came forward to pro- 
pose the adoption of tie petition, which he did in a 
very excellent speech. He condemned the apathy 
and indifference of the dissenting body generally, 
giving it as his opinion that had they manfully stood 
forward in the advocacy of their professed principles 
ten years ago, such a measure as the one proposed 
by Sir James Graham would not now have been put 
forward. It was only a proper chastisement for their 
misconduct, but he was afraid that even a whip of 
scorpions would not rouse some of them. The 
speaker described the union of church and state as 
unscriptural, and as tending to impede the growth of 
religion and of the best faculties of the human mind. 
He concluded in the following terms :— 

He hoped the dissenters of England would be aroused te 
their duty, and would from this time forward be led to meet the 
aggressions of the high church party by an open avowal of 
honest and deliberate principle. The best way to repel unjust 
aggression was to put forth the principles of truth and justice 
in their full length and breadth. It was related as a fact in the 
natural history of the swan, that when a large number of these 
birds are on a sheet of water when frost is setting in, they all 
come from their different rendezvous, and gathering together, 
agitate the water with their wings, to prevent the frost from 
closing in the water, and shutting them out of their native 
element. Now, he thought the atmosphere of the dominant 
hierarchy had already been chill enough; it had forbade the 
germination and growth of many a lovely plant, which, under 
free institutions, Would have brought forth useful and beautifal 
fruit: and now that atmosphere was becoming so much 
colder, that it threatened to nip in the bud, and shrivel up the 
most beautiful plants of voluntary zeal and Christian brother- 
hood (cheers). Depend upon it, that if the dissenters did not 
agitate on this subject, it was very probable that A cold, dull, and 
icy uniformity would be thrown over the country, and the health- 
ful waters of life shut out from them (applause). Holding these 
principles, as he did most sincerely, he had great pleasure in 
moving the adoption of the petition (loud applause). 

Mr James Ricuarpson, solicitor, seconded the 
proposition. He alluded to the various measures 
under the consideration of government, all of which 
were intended to increase most immensely the power, 
influence, and patronage of the clergy of the estab- 
lished church—a church already possessing greater 
patronage and wealth than all the hierarchies of the 
continent of Europe put together. 

The Rev. J. E. Giies (baptist minister) supported 
the resolution in a most able speech. He then 
referred to the absence of the other dissenting 
ministers of the town. 

There had been doubts, as they had heard, amongst the pro- 
testant dissenters of the borough, as to the propriety of speaking 
out on the great question of separation of church and state, on 
that occasion. But he was happy to tell them, that in Leeds, 
amongst protestant dissenters, he knew of no difference of opin- 
ion whatever, as to the iniquity of the principle that united 
church and state together [applause]. If he ever had a doubt 
of the policy of 2 out the truth at all times—a doubt 
which he never had, for he believed that truth belonged to all 
times, and to all men, and to all occasions, and whether men 
would hear or forbear [loud ee N if he ever had a doubt 
on the subject, and particularly with respect to the policy of 
speaking out on the question they were met to consider, that 
doubt would be removed by the immense meeting that he had 
the honour of seeing before him on that occasion [great cheer- 
ing]. When they merely came out tospeak about the little petty 
bill of Sir James Graham, the Factory Education bill—that mere 
sprout from the great root of bitterness, that lay so deep in the 
soil of this country—they could not assemble together a meeting 
of half the magnitude of the present one [loud cheers). But 
now, when my came out on the great question, the great mas- 
ter evil of the land, that question in which, as they maintained, 
the interests of all men were involved, whether they were church- 
men or dissenters, methodists or independents, catholics or so- 
ciety of Friends, baptists or presbyterians, working class men or 
middle class men—when they came out on this great question, 
the town felt that it was a great question, and they had a great 
meeting in support of their measures [great cheering]. 


In the course of his speech he explained what he 
understood to be the meaning of the separation of 
the church and state. He wished the establishment 
to have all that belonged to it, but nothing more. If 
any money had been left to her, why let her take it ; 
but if any had been left to the Roman catholics, or 
any other religious denomination, why then she had 
no right to retain that. ‘The rev. gentleman also al- 
luded to the Bishop“ of Rochdale, Dr Molesworth, 
who he said had actually written sixteen pages to 
prove that he (Mr Giles) was a man of blood, and 
wished to see him assassinated. Assassinate him! 
Why the dissenters could not do without him | cheers 
and laughter]. Assassinate him! Why so long as 
he and such as he lived—there was no fear for the 
progress of truth. After referring to history as prov- 
ing that more blood had been shed for conscience’ 
sake under the rule of the establishment than under 
the sway of what was called ‘ Bloody Mary,” the 
rev. gentleman concluded a most powerful appeal in 
favour of civil and religious equality amidst loud and 
reiterated cheering. 


Mr Broox, the O’Connorite, in a short speech, 
proposed an amendment. He argued that there was 
no chance of obtaining the separation of church and 
state from the present House of Commons, but if 
they would give the people the suffrage, that seve- 
rance would soon be effected. Amidst considerable 
interruption he proposed as an amendment— 

That this meeting is of opinion that the defective state of 
education amongst the labouring classes, both manufacturing 
and agricultural, is a disgrace to the government and a reproac 
to the nation; and believe that the unnatural connexion between 
church aud state has, in a great measure, been the means of 
withholding frow the people that share of general and useful 
knowledge to which they are fairly entitled. That the meeting 


is 22 of opinion that such connexion ought to be entirely 
abolished, but that it cannot be effected with any real benefit to 
the working classes until the people have their just political 
rights granted to them as embodied in the people's charter. 
This meeting would therefore emphatically declare that it is the 
imperative duty of all classes strenuously to exert themselves in 
claiming for the people such control over the government as will 
cause to be established a wise and general system of education, 
free from despotic control and sectarian influence, and calculated 
to develope all the human faculties.” 

A long and somewhat noisy discussion then en- 
sued, which, ending in the amendment and resolu- 
tion being put to the meeting, the latter was 
carried by a large majority, at least two to one. 


Mr H. StransFreLp next proposed, that the peti- 
tion, when signed, should be transmitted to Wm 
Aldam, Esq., M.P., for presentation, and that Wm 
Beckett, Esq. should be requested to support its 
prayer. Amid much interruption, he defended his 
conduct as a magistrate in reference to the late dis- 
turbances, against the charges of the chartists, and 
said that he had been the first person in Leeds to sign 
the declaration in favour of complete suffrage. 


Dr SMILks, in a forcible speech, seconded the pro- 
position, which was carried unanimously. 

The meeting was afterwards addressed by Mr 
Councillor Craven, who proposed that a copy of the 
petition should be sent to each of the Yorkshire 
and Lancashire M.P.’s. This was seconded and 
carried, and after a vote of thanks to the Chairman, 
the meeting separated, the discussion having occu- 
pied three hours. 


In the course of the proceedings, Messrs Broox 
and West (chartists) mentioned the absence of 
Messrs Hamilton, Scales, Ely, and other dissent- 
ing ministers, as a proof of division amongst dissent- 
ers. Mr Ricnarpson and Mr Gixs said there 
was no division as regarded the principle amongst 
them, but the gentlemen alluded to did not think 
that the time to speak out on the question of separa- 
tion of church and state had yet come, and further, 
they considered agitating against the education 
scheme alone, at the present time, as the best policy. 
This was the only reason for their absence. 


The Leeds Times, among other remarks on the 
meeting, has the following: 


That the 1 duly appreciates the bold and earnest tone 
now assumed by the religious freedom party in Leeds, was 
proved by the immense size of the meeting on Tuesday last. It 
was three times as large as the late public meeting held in the 
same place, called to oppose the ministerial measure on the 
mere grounds of expediency. When men found that it was a 
principle that we were contending for, that we were no longer 
dilly-dallying with the government whose gag was about to be 
thrust into the public throat, that we were in earnest and deter- 
mined to go to the root of the matter, then did they rally round 
us in their strength, and give full effect to the excellent peti- 
tion adopted by the meeting. 


We were glad to observe that many churchmen were present 


at the meeting on Tuesday, and held up their hands in favour 
of the separation of church and state. We do not wonder at 
this. Every man who goes to church, with a spark of indepen- 
dence in his bosom, must feel degraded by the thought that 
those who do not worship with him are nevertheless compelled, 
no matter how poor, to pay for his religious ministrations. It is 
surely a gross libel upon episcopalianism to say that if the sup- 
port of the etate were taken away froin it, it would at once fall 
to the ground. 

“We cannot conclude without a word in high commendation 
of the bold and patriotic conduct of the Rev. Mr Giles on this 
occasion. We regret that he should have stood almost alone 
among his brethren in the advocacy of sound principle. Not 
that they differ from him as to the soundness of the principle, 
but simply about the matter of time and expediency. Oh! 
this is not the right time,’ say they; ‘wait till a more conve- 
nient opportunity!’ As if it were not always the right time to 
put forward the truth, and to advocate sound principles. It is 
not too much to say that had such conduct actuated the apos- 
tles, Christianity would not now have been in existence.” 


Braprorp.—SeEraraTion oF CuurcH AND State. 
—On Tuesday evening, a meeting of the two baptist 
churches under the pastoral care of the Rev. H. 
Dowson and the Rev. T. Pottinger was held in Sion 
chapel, Bridge street, for the purpose of considering 
the alterations made by Sir James Graham in his Fac- 
tory bill, and to petition against the same. The meeting 
was well attended. W. Murgatroyd was called to 
the chair, and opened the business with a short 
speech on the Education bill. The Rev. H. Dowson 
in an eloquent and manly speech proposed the first 
resolution, which will be found elsewhere. He de- 
signated the bill as only the bad fruit of a bad tree, 
and pointed out the effects it was likely to have on 
the liberties and best interests of the nation. The 
resolution was seconded by Mr Cooke, student at 
Horton college, who denied the right of government 
to interfere in the education of the people, and be- 
lieved that now was the time for dissenters to take 
their ground on principle. The Rev. T. Pottinger 
proposed the second resolution. He argued that the 
conduct of the present government was quite con- 
sistent with the conduct of all governments since 
the union of church and state — always opposed to 
the liberties of mankind ; and that as the tendency 
of true religion was to secure the rights and privi- 
leges of man, and that of the present union of church 
and state the opposite, the latter must be wrong, and 
should be dissolved. The Rev. J. E. Giles, of Leeds, 
seconded the resolution, and proceeded to discuss at 
some length the probable effects of the Factories bill. 
He said he should not be like his brother Pottinger, 
who had said that if he had the power to bring about 
the separation of church and state at that moment 
he would do it, and should sleep in peace after it. He 
could not sleep, for he should be anxiously waiting 


ſor and expecting the dawn, assured that it would be 


the dawn of the millennium itself. In speaking of 
the Leeds meeting which had been held that day, he 
noticed the circumstance that it had been a most tri- 
umphant one, comprising not less than 10,000 people, 
though many had feared a contrary result, and that 
he stood alone, among the ministers of the gospel, as 
the advocate of the separation of church and state, 
not one minister of the establishment, not one quaker, 
or methodist, or independent appeared on the plat- 
form with him. The resolution was put and carried 
unanimously. The Rev. James Acworth in a short 
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speech moved the third resolution, which we here 
repeat— 


That this meeting, tracing the origin of this bill, and similar 
measures now before parliament, to the existence of a national 
establishment of religion, is of opinion that the powers and emo- 


luments conferred upon it by the state cannot too speedily 
resumed,” : 


He spoke plainly against the union of church and 
state, argued for its immediate dissolution, and ex- 

ressed his opinion that it was necessary to the wel- 
fare of religion. The Rev. F. Clowes seconded the 
resolution, and in doing so drew a striking picture of 
the character of the present House of Commons, the 
men who were now called on to legislate in this 
matter. The resolution was put and carried unani- 
mously. The Rev. Mr Pottinger moved a form of 
petition, which was seconded by the Rev. Mr Giles. 
A requisition is in course of signature to the con- 
stables of the borough requesting them to call a 
public meeting on the subject of separation of 
church and state. 


General Nelos. 


— — 


FOREIGN. 
FRANCE. 

By the Paris journals of Friday we learn that the 
opinion of the minority of the commission respecting 
the sugar duties has prevailed, and that the arrange- 
ment proposed by M. Passy to increase the duty on 
beet-root sugar 7 five francs each year, till it reached 
the same rate of duty as that paid by colonial sugar, 
passed the Chamber. On the Ist of August, 1848, 
the duty on both sugars will be 494 frances. The minis- 
terial journals all agree in saying that this will kill 
the beet-root manufactories without giving them in- 
demnity. Ministers voted in the minority; M. Thiers, 
who at first took no part in the vote, rose at last with 
the majority. The numbers were 286 to 97. 

The Moniteur of Sunday (says the Chronicle) pub- 
lishes the circular of the French archbishop, which 
we publish with great pleasure. We before alluded 
to the order of the Minister of Public Worship de- 
priving the protestants of the use of certain churches 
of Alsace, in which catholic worship is also per- 
formed. These orders gave rise to some scandalous 
scenes, in one of which the curate of Bitschuelin 
committed some violent and scandalous acts. Since 
then, however, the minister has recalled the ob- 
noxious part of his order, whilst the Archbishop of 
Strasburg, in the circular to his clergy, has enjoined 
to them the truly evangelical order to pursue the 
ways of conciliation and peace. 

SPAIN. 

From Madrid we learn that on the llth the new 
3 of the council, M. Lopez, accompanied by 

is colleagues, presented himself to the Chamber of 
Deputies, and in conformity with custom ascended 
the tribune, and then pronounced his public profes- 
sion of political faith. It was well received by the 
assembly, and it was also the general opinion that 
the new ministry would obtain the support of the 
majority. The committee of the Chamber of Depu- 
ties, appointed to frame the address in answer to the 
Regent's speech, laid a copy of it on the table of con- 
gress on the same day. ＋ — deplore that the ex- 
ecutive had encroached on the attributes of the 
Chamber. They express, for example, warm disap- 
probation of the lease made of the mines of Almaden, 
and the appropriation of a part of the purchase money 
without the assent of the cortes. The address also 
sympathises with the rebels of Barcelona, laments 
the bombardment, condemns the state of siege and 
the exaction of a contribution of twelve millions of 
reals. The paragraph relative to Barcelona was 
adopted in the senate on the 11th, by 60 against 17. 
General Seoane had resigned the post of captain- 
general of Catalonia. 


FOREIGN MISCELLANY. 

German Customs Union.—A letter in the Augs- 
berg Gazette states that a congress was expected to 
be held shortly of the German Customs union, when 
it would be proposed to increase the duties on va- 
rious articles of English manufacture, particularly 
on cotton threads. 

Errects oF THE LATE EARTHQUAKE IN THE WST 
Inpies.—A correspondent of the New Orleans Tropic, 
writing from Havannah, says that the island of Mar- 
tinique has changed. its level: on the northern side 
it is two feet higher above high-water mark than 
formerly; on the lee side it is sunk two feet. All 
the houses have an inclination from a perpendicular. 
In Antigua a large mountain has been rent asunder, 
leaving a fissure in it of one mile and a half in ex- 
tent, 75 feet deep, and 35 feet in breadth. It is 
impossible to save the sugar crops, as the mills are 
so broken that they cannot be repaired in time to 
grind corn. American paper, 

Suipwreck or Tuinty-six Vessers.—By the Bri- 
tannia steamer, from New York, accounts have been 
received at Lloyd's of the total loss of thirty-six ves- 
sels, several of which were fine packet ships, laden 
with cargoes of merchandise and other valuable aa 
perty, and many lives are supposed to have perished. 
Among the most important is that of the loss of the 
Hercules, belonging to Liverpool, nearly 1,000 tons 
burthen, val with her cargo, it is stated, at 
30,000/. She was bound to Mobile, and was wrecked 
near the entrance of the harbour of that port, occa- 
sioned by a heavy gale driving the ship on a dan- 
gerous shoal, where she subsoquenty went to pieces. 

ANNExATION or Texas 10 THE UniTED StaTEs.— 
Resolutions in favour of annexing Texas to the 
United States have passed the Texan congress. It 
will, however, take two to make a bargain. The 
people of this country will never sanction it, unless 
slavery is abolished, and perhaps not then. We 
have too much territory now.—Southport (Illinois) 
American. 
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Mission From Brazit.—We have — reason to 
anticipate (although the intelligence does not appear 
to have reached this country through the usual chan- 
nels) that one of the first and most decided indica- 
tions of the desire of the Brazilian government to 
renew the negotiation lately interrupted by Mr Ellis’s 
arture from Rio, will be the arrival of an envoy 
from Brazil in this country.— Times. 
SLAUGHTER oF Necrors.—Letters from Havannah 
contain accounts of the trial, sentence, and execution 


of the n who had been engaged in the revolt. 
Eighty of the ringleaders were shot.— Patriot. 
DOMESTIC. 
METROPOLITAN. 


Common Covuncit.—A court was held for the des- 
patch of business on Thursday. Some dispute arose 
as to the reception of a petition from Elliott, 
complaining of the inordinate abuses existing in the 
corporation, as that gentleman refused to pay the 
usual entry fee to the town clerk. It was finally 
resolved that the fee should be paid from the cham- 
ber, and that the charges against the corporation 
should be investigated. A report was received from 
the improvement committee, which suggested a va- 
tiety of improvements in the thoroughfares of the 
city. The one of most general interest is a means of 

ving the press of traffic in the Holborn and Fleet 
stroet lines, by the formation of a street to commence 
at the north east end of St Paul’s churchyard, and 
continue along Paternoster row, through Amen cor- 
ner, across Farringdon street, to the south-west cor- 
ner of Farringdon market, in a straight line acrosss 
the middle of Fetter lane to the city boundary; and 
a branch to diverge from the corner of the market to 
the end of Fetter lane, at the summit of the hill in 


the wide part of Holborn. 

It occurred to them in pursuing the investigation, that this 
new line would be still more improved by the removal of the 
whole of the houses between the north side of St Paul's church- 
yard and Paternoster row, from the end of Cheapside as far as 
Ave Maria lane, which could be done for the additional sum of 
£150,000. Should this be effected, that magnificent structure 
would terminate a vista of upwards of one-third of a mile, and 
the whole would, in addition to the increased facility and con- 
venience which would be afforded to the wing commercial 
traflic of the city, form one of the peace improvements of an 
architectural character yet achieved in the metropolis. 

The report was ordered to be printed; and it is to be 

taken into detailed consideration at the next court. 

Mr R. L. Jones stated that he had purchased for the 

city, for £145, an autograph of Shakspere: it ap- 

3 in a deed relating to Shakspere's property in 
lackfriars. 

Natrona, Society ron Promoting THE Ebpuca- 
TION OF THE Poor.—At the annual meeting of this 
society, attended by the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
and various bishops, dignitaries of the church, and 
members of 5 a report was read, which 
significantly shows what is the sort of education the 
state-church would give to the children of the poor, 
and the manner in which statistics may be got up 
to serve an occasion. A circular had been sent to 
the manufacturing districts during the late distur- 
bances, with a view to ascertain how far the influ- 
ence of the church had operated in that affair. 

The report then quoted several of these answers. In one of 
them the correspondent stated, that the place he wrote from had 
been one of the most, if not the most, disorderly and uncivilised 
of the manufacturing districts, but that now his church was well 
attended ; that his schools contained 376 scholars; and that 
during the recent disturbances the people, though in great dis- 
tress, had been peaceable, and had shown no disposition to join 
the rioters who came amongst them; a circumstance which it 
was believed would not have taken place in former times. The 
incumbent of the district where the disturbances originated 
declared that, as far as his observation extended, not one church- 
man had taken part in the turn-out, or had at any time been 
concerned in any unlawful proceedings in the neighbourhood. 
Several writers confirmed this statement. One of them declared 
that, although the turn-out was coumenced a few miles from 
him, not a single churchman had taken an active in pro- 
moting it. Another observed, that not one parent of his church 
Sunday scholars (amounting to 700) took any part in or was pre- 
sent at any of the tumultuous meetings which had been held in 
hie parish. A magistrate of Lancashire stated, that during the 
riots he called a public to consider the best plan for 
N the public ze, that the church people universally 
attended it, and cheerfully enrolled themselves as special con- 
stables, as also did the teachers of the church Sunday schools to 
a man. Other communications stated, that the late disturbances 
would not have occurred had the spiritual wants of the people 
been previously attended to; that such disturbances Be — 
again aud again, perhaps annually, until further and more 
extensive measures for the religious benefit of the poor were 
applied ; that the rioters in the late outbreak were not church- 
men, as might be proved by an inquiry through the chaplains of 
the county gaols; that those trained up in church schools, by 
their adherence to their country’s laws and institutions, stopped 
the torrent of disorder: that none of those belonging to the 
national school joined in or approved of the late agitation, 
although nearly all of them worked in factories and were sutferin 
many privations ; that among the yonthful mob not one pupi 
out of 1,200 belonging to the 2 achaste could be discovered, 
althoug the attention of the teachers had been specially 
directed to the subject. Other writers described parts of the 
country (the names of which were not given in the report) where 
church influence being weak and education neglected, the people 
were more disposed towards lawless eedings. It appeared 
that in one place 6,000 people were * te a single school; that 
another district, containing 10,000 persons, with no daily school 
for the children of the poor, was so notorious for violence and 
insubordination, that during the recent insurrection injury to 
person and property was ouly prevented by the 2 * 
yielding to the will of the insurgents; that in another district 
the young men from 14 to 22 years of age, having had no means 
of instruction but in Sunday schools, where a great portion of 


the day was spent in secular teaching, were almost universally 


vicious in their habits, undutiful to their parents, and disrespect. 
ful to their superiors; that a certain town, having but one 
church with sittings for 14,000 inhabitants, was overrun with 
chartism and di ion, and actually contained a so-called 
Sunday scheol, in which 300 poor children were initiated into 
infidel and seditious principles. 

Mt at rue Mansion Hovsr.—The Lord 

nes entertained Cea at the expense 
Cy... emen of London) the leading members 
* litical parties of the state, on Friday 
the bishops and clergy with a dinner, 
btless of the sumptuous character of 
lity, mustered very strong for the occa- 
nguet was by a sermon at St 
yy behalf of the society for the Propagation 
@Ospel in Foreign Parts. From St Paul's they 

od to the Mansion house. The archbishops 


, 


3 
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of Canterbury and Dublin, every one of the English 
bishops, and a train of archdeacons, prebends, deans, 
canons, chaplains, &c., together with aldermen, 
common councilmen, and members of parliament, 

artook of the Lord Mayor’s hospitality. Mr W. E. 
Gladstone and Sir R. Inglis were among the guests. 
The Archbishop of Canterbury, in ac 1 — 
the toast in ee * the society for the 

Gospel, said— 

ee — Ay and he felt confident that the inha- 
bitants of this great city would recollect, that their responsibility 
increased as their empire increased, and that those late 
additions which have added so much to the extent of our 
dominions and also of our glory (Scinde to wit) imposed on us, 
and particularly on those who were so much interested in the 
traffic of the seas as those around him, the obligation of labour- 
ing to the utmost of their power to promote the operations of a 
society like the present [cheers!]. 
The healths of the archbishops, bishops, Lord Mayor, 
Lady Mayoress, &c., &c., were drunk, and responded 
to. The Bishop of London, in returning thanks, 
said that he considered the duty of 8 present 
at the anniversary of the society as an act of respect- 
ful homage to a church connected with the purest 
and most valuable institutions of the country, and 
interwoven, he believed, by the hand of the divine 
artificer, with the tissue of its glory, its strength, 
and, he might add, with its existence.“ We have 
only to add, on the anthority of the Times, that Mr 
Toole, the toast master, performed his part to perfec- 
tion. 

ATTEMPTED AssassINATION.—A diabolical attempt 
to assassinate the Rev. Thomas Page, the officiating 
minister of Christ church, in the immediate vicinity 
of Virginia water, close to Windsor Great park, was 
made a few nights ago, between eleven and twelve 
o’clock. The reverend gentleman and his wife were 
retiring to rest, and at the moment Mr Page (whose 
shadow was thrown upon the window) had ap- 

roached the dressing table at the window of his 
— to extinguish the light, a loaded musket 
was discharged at him from the garden, and, from 
the sound, evidently at but a short distance from the 
house. Upon examining the window a large slug, 
upwards of an inch in length, was discovered to have 
been lodged in the wood work which divided the two 
sashes of the window, and in the precise direction of 
the spot where the reverend gentleman was standing. 
The inhabitants of the parish have subscribed £100, 
which they have offered as a reward for the discovery 
and conviction of the offender. 

Crry CHAMBERLAIN.—On Thursday the final state 
of the poll was declared by the sheriffs in due form, 
as follows :—Sir W. Heygate, 2,374; Sir J. Pirie, 
1,910; majority, 464. 

Tue Greenwicu Prer.—On Thursday morning, 
between seven and eight o’clock, one of the immense 
beams of timber denominated land tiers, which lie 
horizontally under the water marks, and was clamped 
and bound to the piles, gave way with a tremendous 
crash, letting all connected with it loose, and occa- 
sioned a still greater sinking of the parade. Durin 
the morning Mr Roberts, from the firm of Grissell an 
Peto, and several other practical men on behalf of 
the different parties connected with the pier, minutely 
examined the ruins. After the survey they unani- 
mously expressed an opinion that the unfortunate 
occurrence was the result of the false foundation, and 
that no substructure would be safe, unless formed of 
arches, so as to let the tide freely ebb and flow be- 
neath it. Messrs Grissell and Peto, the builders of 
the pier, are liable to the payment of a bond for 
£3,000 in consequence of the event, which it is said 
they have paid. 


PROVINCIAL. 

Tue Awnti-corn-Law Acitation.—It has been 
determined to hold aggregate meetings in all the 
large towns of the provinces; and to obtain a com- 
plete registration of all electors and others favourable 
to a repeal of the existing corn laws. The meetings 
are to be held monthly in Leeds, Bradford, and 
other places, and will be attended by Messrs Cobden 
and Bright, Colonel Thompson, and other distin- 
guished members of the council of the League. The 
object of these meetings is to hasten repeal by en- 
lightening the public mind on this important subject, 
and thus, by the force of public opinion, compelling 
the landlords to desist from taxing the people’s bread. 
The committee of the Leeds association are alread 
engaged in making preliminary arrangements wi 
the view of promoting the above objects.—Leeds 
Mercury. 

AGRICULTURAL MxxriIxos.—On Saturday a special 
general meeting of the members of the Royal Buck- 
inghamshire Agricultural association was held at 
the George inn, Aylesbury, for the purpose of con- 
sidering the Canada Corn and Flour bill. The chair 
was occupied by the Duke of Buckingham, the pre- 
sident of the association; and there were present, 
Sir J. Chetwode, Bart, M. P., Mr R. R. Clayton, 
M.P., Mr C. G. Dupre, M.P., and Mr C. R. S. 
Murray, M.P., and nearly 200 of the principal far- 
mers and gentry of the neighbourhood. Most of the 
county members were present, and promised their 
opposition to the Canada Corn bill. The Duke of 
Buckingham also made a similar declaration, and a 
resolution was passed, asserting that the measure 
would be detrimental to British agriculture. The 
same day a county meeting was held at Reading. A 
large number of the farmers and landowners of the 
county were present. Things did not, however, go 
off so smoothly as at Aylesbury. Lord Radnor 
moved a resolution, supported by an able speech, in 
favour of total repeal, and Mr Walter in favour of a 
fixed duty. ‘Though both of these resolutions were 
lost, they were supported by a considerable minority. 


THE ANTI-CORN-LAW LEAGUE. 

The influence of the Anti-corn-law League is 
spreading in all directions throughout the ultu- 
ral districts. At Bridport a meeting was held on the 
15th; another was held at Weymouth on the 


16th ; a third at Melchan o. the 17th; anda fourth 
at Uxbridge on the 18th ; all attended by great num. 
bers of farmers, and resolutions in favour of repeal 
were carried almost unanimously. 

Mr CosppEN AND THE Farmers or Sussex. —Mr 
Cobden, by the invitation of the farmers of Rye 
and its vicinity, will attend a meeting of their 
body in the Town Hall, on Saturday, June 10th; 
the Mayor having granted the use of the building for 
the purpose. 

geTING AT Lincotn.—On Friday last a great 
meeting of the Lincolnshire farmers was held in the 
city of Lincoln, to receive Mr Cobden and Mr 
Bright as a <r from the National Anti-corn. 
law League. Placards had been extensively circu- 
lated for some time previously throughout the 
surrounding country, inviting the farmers to attend 
the meeting, and considerable excitement had been 
produced. At the hour of meeting about 3,000 
persons were assembled. Mr —— and Mr Cobden 
addressed the meeting at considerable length, and 
with great effect. They were listened to with the 
greatest earnestness and attention for several hours, 
and their arguments seemed to tell powerfully on the 
farmers, and were responded to with the utmost 
enthusiasm. A resolution, embodying a vote of 
thanks to Mr Cobden and Mr Bright, and condemna- 
tory of the corn-laws, was proposed to the meeting, 
followed by an amendment in their favour ; and after 
several speeches in support of the first resolution and 
the amendment, the chairma took the sense of the 
meeting, and declared the original motion carried by 
a large majority. 


Tunx-our or Cottiers.—The colliers in the emplo 
of Mr Sparrow, of Longton, who, it will be recollected, 
led the way in the turn-out last summer, have again 
left their work, in consequence of a reduction in 
their wages of 3d. a day. At their first meeting, the 
men assembled expressed their determination to 
maintain the public peace, and as far as in them lay 
prevent or suppress any violence being committed by 
the discontented. Nothing has yet been done (says 
the Staffordshire Mercury) towards settling the dis- 
pute. e men, however, are pegceable, holding 
occasional meetings in the Town hall, to arrange for 
the collection of subscriptions, and other matters in 
connexion with the strike. Some of them are 
occasionally found — through the district for alms 
in support of their 1 ies. The colliers’ committee 
have published a statement of the terms offered in 
the different departments of Messrs Sparrow's busi- 
ness, from which it appears the proffered wages 
would range from Is. 8d. to 2s. 5d. 


Tux SPERNALL MurpeEr.—lIt is generally reported, 
and upon 8 authority, that James Crowley, who 
shot poor Tilsley, at Spernall, on Christmas-day last, 
has at length been apprehended. The principals of 
a respectable manufacturing establishment in the 
neighbourhood of Redditch have received letters from 
their agent in America, stating that an English 
police-officer had pursued the assassin to that country, 
and had apprehended him, and would forthwith 
return with him to England.— Worcester Herald. 

Arrocious OutTraGe.—An alarming disturbance 
was created by some turn-out brickmakers near 
Manchester, on the night of yesterday week. Messrs 
Pauling and Henfry, who own an extensive brick 
croft or field in the Eccles new road, had a dis- 
pute with their workmen a few months back ; some 
of the men turned out, and others were engaged ; 
and since that the new hands have been annoyed 
with various attempts at intimidation. In the centre 
of the croft is a cottage occupied by the overlooker, 
Mr Fletcher, and his wife. faving had some warn- 
ing of an attack, he was not unprepared: he had 
nine men, two private watchmen (one of whom, 
Peers, had been a soldier), and one of the Salford 
beadles ; the party thus numbering thirteen. They 
had among them four blunderbusses, five guns, and 
three brace of pistols. Soon after eleven o'clock, 
two guns were fired at the Manchester end of the 
croft ; and presently, a body of men, three or four 
hundred strong, rushed into the croft, and trampled 
down some of the bricks. They then separated in 
two divisions—one firing at the little garrison, who 
returned the fire; the other forcing an entry into 
the house. Mrs Fletcher, and an Irishwoman who 
had been admitted for charity, were thrown down 
and hurt; but some of the mob prevented others 
from shooting Mrs Fletcher. They smashed the 
furniture and tried to set the house on fire, but 
without success. Meanwhile, the battle outside 
continued: the firing was kept up for fifteen mi- 
nutes ; and ten volleys having passed on either side, 
the rioters retreated, bearing off their wounded. 
Fletcher's ammunition was just exhausted, when 
the foe retreated. His party received but few and 
slight hurts. He and the beadle followed the mob, 
and getting behind the hedge, heard them counted 
over; they were in six divisions, but several of them 
were missing. Two policemen, who had been at- 
tracted by the firing, dogged three of the rioters to 
Eecles, and seized them; another who had been re- 
cognised by Mrs Fletcher, was apprehended next 
day; and three more were arrested on suspicion. 
They were examined at the New Bailey on Wednes- 
day and remanded. 


IRELAND. 

Mn O' CoxxELL's Eicut Propositions. — Justice 
To InELAND.—At the late meeting of the Repeal as- 
sociation, Mr O'Connell declared that many a repeal- 
er might be taken from him if the English govern- 
ment consented todo what he had arranged under 
eight different heads. The first was, to remedy the 
financial injustice done to Ireland. IIis next propo- 
sition was, an equalisation of the franchise. His 
third proposition was, to give an uate number of 
representatives in parliament. His proposi- 
tion was, that Ireland should get a proper municipal 
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orm bill. His fifth proposition was, that a tax 
Should be laid upon absentees. What he next de- 
manded from the government of En land was, a 
regulation as to the relation between | andlord and 
tenant. Then, as to the promotion of judges in Ire- 
land. He would say nothing of Blackburne or of 
Brewster ; but the government ought first to consi- 
der what chance they had of taking repealers from 
him, if they countenance promotion to the bench, 
worse than those which had taken place already. 
He would ask them, as to the magistracy, was there 
an enemy of the people fortunate enough to be a ma- 
gistrate that was not one > He would never give u 
the repeal until he saw a law passed giving to eac 
barony the election of its magistrates. he other, 
and the eighth point which he suggested, was as to 
the ecclesiastical state revenues ; and he would say, 
that they never would have quiet in Ireland until 
that point was settled. 


Muturncar.—A great repeal meeting was held at 
this place on Sunday last ; upwards of 100,000 per- 
sons are said to have assembled on the occasion. Mr 
O’Connell addressed the meeting at length. In the 
evening, he was entertained at a public dinner. Dr 
Cantwell, Roman catholic bishop of Meath, was in 
the chair. Dr Higgins, the bishop of Ardagh, stated 
that he knew all the Roman catholic bishops of 
Ireland to be ardent repealers. 


REPEAL MEETING AT CHARLEVILLE.—The demon- 
stration appears to have exceeded in point of num- 
bers all that preceded it. The whole county came 
out to meet Mr O'Connell. On his way from Lime- 
rick to Charleville, near 200,000 persons are said to 
have assembled to meet him. Mr O' Connell in his 
address advised the assembled multitude carefully to 
keep the peace, and keep within the bounds of law. 

Mr O'Connell proposes ‘‘a conciliation consulta- 
tion to meet at Dublin. He thus alluded to it 

You will see the progress of the future parliament, and the 
number of members for the different cities and towns, making 
in all 300, discussed in that assembly. No one can calculate, 
in the coldness of the present moment, what enthusiasm the 
enrolment of 3,000,000 repealers will create in Ireland (hear, 
hear}. I'll call on the different localities, and see whether they 
shall think it worth their while to risk £100, in sending to Dub- 
lin, in order to consider what can be further done in the cause 
of repeal (hear, * We shall then have 300 gentlemen, or 
honest men, in Dublin ; but I disclaim all delegated authority. 
We shall act in due and perfect submission to the law. e 
shall violate no clause in the constitution, but 11 propose 
the terms of the enactment which shall restore the Irish par- 
liament, vindicate your rights, protect the people, and give im- 
petus to native manufactures, such as not been since the 
glorious era of 1782 (loud cheers), 


After the meeting a dinner took place, to which 
upwards of 350 sat down. 


Mn O' CoxxRLL's MoveMEnts.—Mr O'Connell was 
to make a public entry into Cork on Sunday. The 
trades of that city were to go out to meet him. He 
was to be entertained at a public dinner in the even- 
ing, and was to attend a repeal meeting the following 
day, after which he was to leave Cork on his way to 
the county of 3 The — meeting and 
dinner for the South Riding of Tipperary were to 
take place at Cashel on Tuesday, and the meeting 
and dinner for the North Riding at Nanagh on Thurs- 
day next. Mr O’Connell was expected to attend at 
both places. It is stated that a very large amount 
of ‘‘ repeal rent has been contributed in Tipperary, 
and that the entire will be placed in the hands of Mr 
O'Connell for presentation to the Repeal association. 


Postscript. 


Wednesday, May 24th. 
DISRUPTION OF THE SCOTTISH CHURCH. 
(BY AN EYEWITNESS.) © 


Sr. ANDREW’s CuuRCH, EDINBURGH, May 20. 

Another storm is gathering. The atmosphere here is 

not yet purified. The rumbling of distant thunder is 
heard, and the sky lowers in the region of Strathbogie. 

The seven Strathbogie ministers who ordained Mr. 
Edwards, in Marnock, were deposed. The deposition 
was protested against by the moderates, but concurred 
in by some forty or fifty ministers and elders, middlee 
men, non-intrusionists, who have not seceded. They 
insist on the deposition being valid, but are opposed by 
the protesters, who are to declare the seven to be re- 
poned. Hence a fresh struggle on the old ground. 
Rumour has it that the forty, when defeated, will secede. 
I should say not just yet. 

Business proceeds. The Queen’s letter must be 
answered. How? In general terms, say the special 
committee. Agreed! agreed! is the voice of the As- 
sembly. No, says a burly-looking man, who rises on 
the left. He wants the fact of the secession stated. He 
is overruled, takes hat in hand, and goes ! 

Another layman rises. His looks are fraught with 
meaning. He is tall, spare, thoughtful, and of gentle- 
manly bearing. All eyes are turned towards him. Who 
is he? That is Lord Belhaven. He was royal com- 
missioner for many years; a kind of fixture in that 
anomalous office until superseded by Peel’s nomince, 
the Marquis of Bute. He scarcely ever spoke then ; 
what has he got to say now? He wants endowments to 
most of the empty churches! That is the burden of a 
ten minutes’ speech but he is to wait till Monday. 

New endowments wanted! Such was the demand 
made by Dr Chalmers and his friends in 1834, when, in 
an application to Parliament, they statistically reckoned 
the dissenting population, but annihilated dissenting 
churches. They could take no legal knowledge of them. 
Dissenters were roused —the voluntary controversy 
raged—dissent triumphed, and the force of truth was 
proclaimed by the secession of Thursday. ‘Try the 
endowments, my Lord Belhaven—try them; we want 
another lever to pull down the last wing of the building. 

But we must away to the free assembly. ‘The scene 
is still animating. There is growing vigour here. Dr 
Chalmers is speaking. He labours hard. He is uneasy 
—ominously uneasy. He complains of having been 
misunderstood by the reporters. He explains. He 
meant nothing disrespectful to evangelical dissenters 
when he spoke of the “ tyranny of the multitude.” He 
did not call them anarchists. “They are not the multi- 
tude whose tyranny he deprecates: they are good men, 


influential men. Ay, tis there the “galled jade 
winces.“ 

„„ did not say we will hold no communication with 
voluntaries.“ Not, perhaps, in as many words, but you 
denounced the multitude indiscriminately ; and the whole 
tone of your speech was directed against dissent. The 
obvious inference, therefore, was, that you would have 
no communication with them. In what school of 
morality did the doctor learn that to denounce a man is 
to intimate that we are to keep company with him? 

Jam a proud man to day,“ exclaimed a popular 
preacher, in the chapel-of-ease connexion, when he 
entered his pulpit on the first Sabbath after he was ad- 
mitted into the establishment by act of assembly (ultra 
vires), in 1834. ‘I feel now that I am a free man,“ 
says Dr Gordon, in the new voluntary connexion, in 
1843, and he is rapturously applauded by three thousand 
voluntaries. ‘‘I feel too that I am an honest man,“ 
adds the worthy divine, and the applause is repeated. 
He speaks truthfully on both counts. He is free, and 
he was always honest. Few of his brethren in this 
matter can say as much. 

Dr Buchannan, of Glasgow, rises and speaks with 
power. He denounces puseyism and prognosticates 
persecution from high quarters. He threatens, conjures 
up Bannockburn, Baliol, and Bruce. He draws his 
sword, and like a “true blue presbyterian,” throws 
away the scabbard. He anticipates traitors, but mar- 
shals his host, and cheers them on by quoting Burns :— 

“Wha wad be a traitor knave, 
Wha wad fill a coward's grave, 
Wha sae base as be a slave ? 
Let him turn and flee.” 
These were his words, but he quails and invokes the 
power of moral truth. 

Dr. Candlish is * and impressive. The little 
man has become “a thousand,” and with his sling and 
his stone kills many a Goliah in half an hour. He bids 
fair to carry off the palm, and he has the best claim to 
the laurel. 

SunpDay, May 21. 

The great hall overflows with people. M Donald, of 


Fairntosh, preaches. Twenty years ago he was at the | 


bar of the assembly, charged with a breach of state 
church law, by preaching the gospel in Strathbogie. 
He was reprimanded, but the legal barrier was broken 
down on Thursday, and he may roam now whithersoever 
he pleases. He is ecstatic, and sends his audience home 
in ecstasy. 

St AnDREW’s Cnuncn, May 22. 

Lord Belhaven opens the business. He moves resolu- 
tions in reference to the Queen’s letter. One of these 
declares, that great advantages have been derived from 
the erection of chapels of ease, and expresses a hope 
that they will be legalised and endowed.—Dr Mearns, 
of King's College, Aberdeen, shakes his head. That is 
significant; the motion is mistimed. But, it may pass.— 
Dr Cook says, Nothing would delight him more than 
the obtaining of an object which would be dear to the 
heart of every minister of that church;“ and another 
leading member “ joins in the hope that, at the proper 
time and in the proper way, her Majesty and the legis- 
lature may devise some means for aiding the church in 
extending religious instruction to the people at large.“ 
The proper time. When will that time come? We 
shall see; meanwhile the motion is delayed. 

The Veto Act has just been repealed. This is 
beginning at the end. Had it been done when the 
House of Lords, in the Auchterarder case, declared it 
to be illegal, Parliament might have done something for 
non-intrusion. But, better things were in store for the 
people of Scotland—the new secession from the Scottish 
church. The repeal is three years too late for the esta- 
blishment; Dr Mearns supports the motion on the 

round that the repeal of the Veto Act will clear away 
the ground for the erection of new structures, but 
admits that the erection of these structures will be “a 
difficult and dangerous“ task. There is much truth in 
that remark. 

Thus much as the “ jottings of the hour, and the 
impressions which passing events produced on the mind 
of an eyewitness. 2 from the immediate sphere 
of excitement, and relieved from the tedium and stiff. 
ness of a somewhat cramped position, we shall now 
glance at one or two points which are worthy of more 
than a passing notice. 

When the how was in course of being held in the 
ancient palace of Holyrood, on Wednesday, down fell 
the portrait of William III. from the wall—a wag re- 
marking, There goes the revolution settlement.“ It 
was accounted singular that this mishap should have 
taken place at the very hour the new seceders were pro- 
testing, @ priori, that the refusal of the state to grant 
the demands of the non-intrusionists was a breach of the 
treaty of union; and the believers in singular coinci- 
dences pointed, with an ominous shake of the head, to 
the fact that James II. accidentally dropped his crown 
in the streets of London before he lost it by abdication. 
Victoria, however, is in no danger. Her loyal subjects 
in Scotland are not the less affected towards her person 
and throne, because, by a faithful application of constitu- 
tional law, she has prevented an ecclesiastical corpora- 
tion from becoming an instrument of intolerant oppres- 
sion, and legitimately compelled the non-intrusionists to 
take a position in society where they can be effectually 
held in check. Whatever be the result of the secession 
of Thursday, nonconformists ought never to forget the 
fact that they have made a narrow escape from eccle- 
siastical bondage, and that the freedom which they now 
practically enjoy has been brought about more on the 
principle that in the overruling providence of God, 
the ‘‘ wrath of man” is often made to“ work his 
righteousness,” than the high ground of self-denying 
Christian principle. It is well to mark this fact in the 
history of the recent movement, and, while willing to 
forget and forgive, to use it as an instructive lesson in 
our future intercourse with Dr Chalmers and his friends. 

The event of the secession itself, interesting and im- 
portant though it was, has been in a great degree lost 
sight of in the speech of Dr Chalmers at the opening of 
the new presbyterian church, in which he declaimed 
against voluntaryism, the“ tyrannical multitude,” and 
men “given to change.“ 

His language was not well received at the time it was 
spoken, and since then the dissenters, and their friends 
the “anarchists,” as the doctor would term them, have 
been indignantly declaiming against the principles and 
objects of the new secession. peg have interpreted the 
doctor’s speech as the manifesto of the party, and, until 
disclaimed by the officials of the new connexion, they 
will hold it to be so. The doctor himself has made 
attempt at explanation; but it is a very lame affair. He 
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says he did not say that they were to have no co-opera- 
tion with the voluntaries, and he expresses grievous re- 
gret that such a sentiment should have been put into his 
mouth. By way of atonement for this sin of the reporters, 
if we are to credit the doctor, he drew a glo picture 
of the good that is to result from the combined efforts 
of the new free presbyterian church and the “ volun- 
taries.“ The fact of the matter is, the doctor feels him- 
self on the horns of a dilemma. I was present when 
the doctor delivered his speech, and can honestly say, 
that, so far as I have seen the newspaper reports as yet, 
he has got substantial justice. His language was most 
unguarded, and if anything was mere remarkable in 
connexion with that speech than anotler—it was its 
thoroughly conservative tone, and b'tter invective 
ainst democracy. Voluntaries were i 1 tisoriminately 
classed with the “ tyrannical mali de, and no 
qualification whatever was in any \.y used. If it be 
true that the doctor was misrepo: (J, how are we to 
account for the fact, that on the ve) 7 on which 
the speech was delivered, and bef: t could appear in 
any newspaper, the whole town ‘ is ringing with de- 
nunciations of its terms, and requis (‘ons were projected 
by dissenters, calling on the manag re of the respective 
churches to refuse the use of them t the new secession, 
unless a retraction or a explanation of the 
offensive language was given ? e plain truth of the 
matter is, the rev. doctor, in the seal of his fervid 
mind and the strength of his d conservatism, 
delivered himself of sentiments which in his heart he 
believes to be truth; but finding that he has provoked 
the ire of those whom he cannot now do without, he 
wishes to back out of his awkward position as 1 
and as decently as possible. His speech would have 
done well within the establishment; but it will not do 
without it. While encaged in a state church, dissenters 
would have had but little hope of making the arrows of 
truth tellupon him; but now that he stands out on the 
open ground of volun sm, the force of truth 
has pierced him and made him quail. The doctor 
forgot that he was in the New Presbyterian Hall, 
surrounded by three thousand practical voluntaries, 
and foolishly imagined that he was in St Andrew's 
Church, under the a of the state. The doctor 
must be thrown overboard if the new presbyterians wish 
to get on prosperously. His conservatism will be a dead 
weight on all their movements if he is retained; and, 
therefore, the sooner he retires to quietude the better. 


Nothing of any interest was brought before the 
House of Commons last night. Mr Hawes called the 
attention of the House to the Danish claims, but was 
stopped by the Speaker, who interposed a technical 
objection to the motion, which was consequently 
withdrawn. Mr Duncomnz brought forward the 
case of the Rev. William Browne, late chaplain to 
the Knutsford house of correction, who had been 
dismissed from his office by the magistrates of Ches- 
ter, after giving evidence against the governor of the 

rison before the inspector of prisons, in the inquiry 
instituted under the authority of the Secretary of 
State for the home department. Whilst the chaplain 
had been dismissed, the governor, whose dismissal 
had been recommended by Sir James Graham, was 
retained, with a declaration that he had not forfeited 
the confidence of the magistrates. It was allowed 
on all sides that Mr Duncombe had fully established 
his case, but he finally consented to leave it in the 
hands of the Home Secretary, and withdrew his 
motion for a select committee. 


In the house of Lords, Lord Powis moved the 
second reading of a bill against the union of the sees 
of St Asaph and Bangor. A discussion ensued, 
some of the bishops supporting, others opposing, the 
motion. Lord Powis, however, withdrew his motion, 
although with the intention of renewing it next 
session, in case no means should be devised in the 
moan ene Oe establishing a bishopric at Manchester 

robbing Wales of its present episcopal staff. 
This is the result we all alo expected. * 

Repeat AssociaTion.— Notwithstanding the ab- 
sence of Mr O'Connell, the Corn exchange, Dublin, 
at the usual weekly meeting on Monday, was densely 
crowded, and there was fully as much excitement as 
at any previous meeting. e amount of “ repeal 
rent was the largest weekly return yet announced, 
having been £709 188. 6d. 


Srarn.— The Paris papers contain the following 
telegraphic dispatch: 
Madrid, May 20. 

„The Regent havin refused to sign the dismissal of Generals 
Linage and Zurbano, the Lopes ministry tendered their resig- 
nation, which was accepted ; Senor Gomoz Becerra, president 
of the Senate, immediately charged himself with the formation 
of a new cabinet, in which the ministry of finance would be 
confided to M. Mendizabal, 

„The congress voted yesterday (the 19th) an address to the 
Regent to recommend to him the amnesty, as well as thanks to 
the retiring ministry. 

The congress declared on the 19th, unanimously, with the 
exception of three voices, that the ministers who had resigned, 
had, up to the last moment, merited its confidence.” 


Tue trate Mu AnKWMIOUT.—In the will of the 
recently deceased Mr Arkwright, there is one line 
which perhaps contains more than any one line that 
ever was before, or may since be, written. It is, 
1 bequeath to my son-in-law, Sir R. Wigram, 
1,000,000“. sterling.” Sir R. Wigram married one 
of Mr Arkwright’s daughters, and had the father - in- 
law left his property to Lady Wigram, there would 
have been only Il. per cent. payable as legacy duty; 
but having bequeathed 1,000,000/. to his son-in-law, 
there is 101. per cent. legacy duty to be paid, which 
amounts to 100,000/. 


Court Circvutarn.—Mr Jones had an interview 
with himself in the little glass of the hatter’s shop in 
Fleet street, the result of which was a settlement of 
his shirt collar, and the amicable adjustment of astray 
curl.—-Punch, 


CORN MARKET. Manx Lane. Tuls Dar. 
A moderate supply of English wheat, and a couple 
of cargoes of foreign. Rather higher prices asked, 


but not obtained. 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


‘‘ Constant Reader, and Great Admirer of your Jour- 
nal.“ We have recently inserted a letter to the same 


urport. 

. Renton.” We thank him for his information. To 
insert it would render us subject to an action for 
libel. 

The address to the dissenters of England, &c., is far too 
long for our columns; but, with the permission of the 
writer, we may make use of the facts he has stated. 

“C. S. P.“ Our rule is not to insert poetry. We almost 
regret to be obliged to apply it in this case. 

‘‘Scrutator.”’ The subject is by far too large a one to 
be discussed with any advantage, in the present state 
of public excitement. 

„J. M.“ As the matter is now gone by, perhaps it 
would be inconvenient to moot it at the present 
moment, when union is especially desirable. 

„S. R.“ An account of the meeting mentioned by him 
appeared in the same number in which the advertise- 
ment was inserted. The weight of petitions to parlia- 
ment must ndt exceed thirty-two ounces, and must 
be open at the sides. 

“J. H.“ There is but little danger that the expression 
will be exalted into a motto. It is objectionable. 

G. L.“ Next week if possible. 

The communication respecting the Orphan’s Working 
school arrived too late for insertion in the present 
number. | 

„An Observer“ under consideration. 

H. J. Tredegar.“ Next week. 

„A Subscriber.“ There is no regular plan. Direct ap- 

lication to the office will better suit his purpose. 
e will endeavour to insert the communication from 
Wells next week. 

In consequence of press of matter, the report of the tea 
meeting at Salford and other complete suffrage intelli- 
gence must be deferred until next week. 


Terms for advertising in the Nonconformist. 


For 7 lines....58. Od. For 10 lines . . .. Gs. Od. 
For every additional line 4d. 
For a half column £1 58s. For a column . . £2 Os. 


*,* Advertisements from the country must be accom- 
panied by a post- office order, or reference for payment 
in London. 

Orders for the Nonconformist are received at the office, 
and by all booksellers and newsvendors. The terms of 
ubscription, if paid in advance, are £1 6s. per annum. 

All communications for the Editor should be addressed 

to the office, No. 4, Crane court, Fleet street. 


— — 


The Nontonkormist. 


LONDON: WEDNESDAY, MAY 24, 1843. 


SUMMARY. 


Tue church of Scotland is rent in twain. Up- 
wards of four hundred presbyterian clergy seceded, 
on Thursday last, from the establishment, and gave 
to the world, if not a proof of their religious know- 
ledge, a pledge, at all events, of their religious sin- 
cerity. We will not be deterred by the over-boil- 
ings of Dr Chalmers’ toryism from doing willing 
homage to the heroic decision of these men. We 
look upon their act as one of the greatest of mo- 
dern times—an act which only falls short of the 
true moral sublime, because they who per- 
formed it were unable to cast the skin of their 
old prejudices, and mingled with their faith 
the leaven of human pride and human pas- 
sion. Would it had been otherwise! Had the 
leaders of this secession offered up, as a sacrifice 
for the world’s weal, all paltry and personal con- 
cern for their own reputation for consistency—had 
they, resolving to rise to the height of the occa- 
sion, refused to cumber themselves with professions 
everywhere superfluous, but within the precincts of 
the state-church—had they displayed, in the hour 
of their defeat and their trium ih, a more trembling 
solicitude for truth than for themselves, and paid 
to others, who, with less pomp but, perchance, more 
religion, had renounced allegiance in spiritual 
things to civil authority, that tribute of honour 
which they claim for themselves—what an impres- 
sive, a glorious illustration might they have given 
to society of the meekness and power of real Chris- 
tianity! It was an ill-chosen hour in which to 
turn and doff the cap to the aristocracy who had 
driven them forth from their rest—a wretched ex- 
hibition of human infirmity to seleet that moment 
for hurling bitter curses at the voluntaries who 
prepared to hail them as brethren, and bid them 
“God speed!” Let the effusion of mingled pride 
and spleen, however, sink into the earth and be 
forgotten! It is painful to see a great deed spoiled 
in the performance, by an essentially vulgar mind. 
We are willing to make every allowance for the 
smart of wounded vanity, to lose sight of what is 
worthless in the contemplation of Thal is worthy— 
to disregard the trumpery of a speech bearing upon 
it every mark of the true demagogue, more visibly 
and distinctly impressed, than can be discovered 
in any of those uttered by the party whom Dr 
Chalmers has seen fit to denounce—and to fix at- 
tention only upon the act by which four hundred 
clergy of the Scotch establishment, spite of their 
protestations to the contrary, have become de facto 
voluntaries. We reserve comment for a future 
number, and content ourselves, this week, with 
pointing the notice of our readers to the graphic 
and eloquent description of the great event, fur- 
nished us by an esteemed correspondent, and in- 
serted in another column of the Nonconformist. 


i 


From state religion, we step across a scarcely 
perceptible line of demarcation to state education. 
On Thursday night, Mr Roebuck submitted to the 
House of Commons the resolution of which he had 
given notice, the are th of which was that, from 
any plan of national education adopted by this 
country, religious instruction should e precluded. 
We entertain great respect for the intellectual 
power of the honourable member for Bath—but 
we are bound to add, that his views of the proper 
sphere of government, are, to our minds, both 
crude and inconsistent. Imitating the versatile 
ex-chancellor, he rebuked, on the one hand, the 
dogmatism of the church; and, on the other, the 
sectarianism of dissenters—and seemed to deplore 
the necessity, arising out of this antagonism, of 
confining state education within secular limits. 
Mr Roebuck unfortunately, like most of his school, 
is not very familiarly conversant either with the 
views of dissenters, or with the principles of dissent. 
The first he despises, and of the last, he is, to all 
appearance, most profoundly ignorant. We do 
not speak this as matter of special blame. They 
who put themselves forward in the House of Com- 
mons as the interpreters of the ill-understood tenets 
of nonconformity, are as much beside the mark 
as the men whom they undertake to instruct. Mr 
Hawes, for example, is as mistaken in his notions 
of dissenting principles as he fancies himself to be 
well-informed. The whole course of the debate on 
Mr Roebuck’s motion proved the utter incom- 
petency of the legislature to deal with the matter 
which they have rashly taken in hand. It will, 
doubtless, do good—but scarcely in the direction 
intended by the mover of the resolution. It will 
serve to strengthen the conviction, now, we rejoice 
to say, gaining ground with rapidity, that the 
education of the people, whether secular or religious, 
is altogether beyond the province of the civil 
ruler. The resolution of Mr Roebuck was negatived 
by a considerable majority. 

On the Canadian corn bill, introduced by Lord 
Stanley on Friday evening, we have given our 
views in another column. Mr Labouchere pro- 
posed an amendment which smacks rather strongly 
of party feeling, and which was probably meant as 
a rallying point for whigs, free traders, and discon- 
— agriculturists. The government measure, 
contemptible as it is, has well nigh stirred up mu— 
tiny in the conservative camp, and the spirit of in- 
subordination was only to be quelled by a strong 
demonstration on the part of Sir Robert Peel. 
County members were accordingly summoned 
together on Friday, and told to take their choice 
between the bill and a dissolution of the existing 
government. The adjourned debate was resumed 
on Monday, and after a somewhat dull discussion, 
which was brought to a close by the rival speeches 
of Sir R. Peel and Lord John Russell, Mr Labou- 
chere’s amendment was rejected by the large ma- 
jority of 344 to 156 votes. 

We have reserved until now our notice of Mr 
Sharman Crawford’s motion, which was brought 
forward, according to notice, on Thursday even- 
ing. Wehave remarked in an article below, on the 
general air of the House, the tone of the discus- 
sion, and the unusual thinness of the minority. 
Mr Gisborne, the first member returned on com- 
plete suffrage principles—returned too, as a substi- 
tute for Joseph Sturge, was absent from the divi- 
sion. Will Nottingham put up with unfaithfulness 
so marked? In marked contrast to the negligence of 
many who profess to be friendly to the principles of 
complete suffrage let us pay a tribute of passin 
me to the member for Sheffield. His frank 
and manly reference to the rapid diffusion of com- 
plete suffrage principles, as indicated by the me- 
morial he had received from eight hundred of his 
constituents, did both him and them the highest 
honour. It is quite plain, however, that parlia- 
ment is not, at present, the best stage upon which 
to advocate the cause of organic change. We 
have thought so from the first—we are now more 
than ever confirmed in our opinion—and we beg 
to be allowed, in conclusion, to quote the following 
remarks, extracted from an article which appeared 
in the Vonconformist of Dec. 22, 1841. 

„The attempt to wring complete suffrage from the 
present parliament would be ridiculously futile. We 
question even if a discussion of the subject in the house 
of Commons last elected would be followed by any useful 
results. Thousands of people, unhappily, withhold their 
countenances from any cause until it shall appear 
feasible. They judge of its proximity to success by the 
number of parliamentary votes it has secured. If, as in 
the present case, those votes constitute but a miserable 
minority, they regard all serious effort as thrown away. 
Their hopes are chilled—their spirits sink—and resolu- 
tion is strangled even in its birth. Better, perhaps, 
would it be to give such a direction to our labours as to 
leave none at liberty to conclude that our success is in 
any way dependent upon the opinion of the present par- 
liament. Far preferable, in our judgment, to go quietly 
and energetically to work with a view to gain over con- 
stituencies than to convert members. Here, then, we 
have a fair glimpse of our whole undertaking. Our main 
business lies with electors. Our one aim should be to en- 
list votes. We have to attempt, previously to the next 
general election, to persuade amajority of those who nov 
enjoy the franchise to send back to parliament none other 
than advocates of complete suffrage.” . 

And we are glad to find that this policy is bein 
pursued with the utmost energy and success. The 


complete 2 demonstration which took place 
on Monday at Birmingham, an interesting report 
of which will be — elsewhere, is an additional 
evidence of the 1 these principles are 
making out of doors. Delegates were present from 
all the neighbouring boroughs, who furnished in- 
teresting reports of the state and prospects of the 
cause in their several localities. From their ac- 
counts it appears that a rapid change is taking 
place in the sentiments of the middle classes on the 
question of organic reform. Indeed, one of the 
speakers affirmed that a considerable majority of 
the electors of Birmingham were favourable to the 
principles of complete suffrage. An election com- 
mittee was formed, and arrangements made for 
more completely organising the district. While 
such is the progress of the question among the 
electoral body, it is of little consequence what ma 

be its reception within the walls of St Stephens. 
Let but the friends of parliamentary reform 
redouble their exertions ;- let demonstrations such 
as that at Birmingham—at which, while our 
principles are, in a popular manner, brought before 
the public, practical arrangements may be made for 
bringing them to bear on our borough constituen- 
cies, and in preparing for the next general election— 
be repeated throughout the country, and the smile 
of contempt with which the landlord parliament 
now affect to treat the demands of the people will, 
at no distant period, be changed into looks of real 
alarm for their own safety. | 


WHICH IS THE MADMAN? 


Many of our readers will probably recollect the 
circulation of a story, some years since, of a lunatic 
who contrived to outwit his guardian. The un- 
fortunate gentleman was brought up to town for 
the purpose of being lodged in an asylum. With 
that cunning which maniacs exhibit at intervals, he 
managed to get an interview with the president of 
the institution, and to pass himself off as the keeper, 
who would shortly bring with him an afflicted pa- 
tient. He led the servants of the asylum to expect 
some trouble, and told them that the person he had 
in charge would probably affect to be sane, and 
give.orders for him, the visitant, to be put under 
restraint. He thus succeeded in producing the 
impression he had intended. The sane man, spite 
of his vociferations, was confined, and the maniac 
went at large. The mistake, of course, was soon 
detected, and the real lunatic took the place of the 
imagined one. 

The debate in the house of Commons, on Thurs- 
day evening, on Mr Sharman Crawford’s motion, 
recalled to our minds, in all its — vividness, 
this long-forgotten story. As we listened to the 
addresses, neither remarkable for ability nor elo- 
quence, of honourable senators, we began to fancy 
the people of Great Britain a race of madmen. 
That ever they, or that others acting in their name 
and on their behalf, should seek to be represented 
in their own house, was spoken of as nothing short 
of moon-struck infatuation. Out of six hundred 
and fifty-eight members, but two and thirty could 
be found willing to trust the people with their own 
affairs, and of these, in several instances, the speeches 
deducted largely from the value of the votes. 
“Madness! stark madness!” was the sum total of 
the reply given to Mr Crawford’s calm, lucid, and 
unanswerable argument. The throne would be 
overturned—the House of Lords would be abro- 
gated—and every ancient institution of the land 
would be leveled with the dust.” 

Now, with all possible deference to the sages of 
the senate, we cannot compliment them upon hav- 
ing displayed much wisdom in their tactics. The 
N of this country are, at the present moment, 

oyal to their heart's core — attached, somewhat 
childishly, it may be, not merely to monarchy, but 
to its very trappings. But it would be quite as 
well to beware of trifling with that attachment, and 
making it carry heavy burdens for the aristocracy. 
There is now every disposition to revere the throne 
—a disposition which nothing but the promulgation 
of absurdities by politicians high in office is likely 
to weaken. But if men professing to be accom- 
2 statesmen persist in assigning false reasons 
or their resistance of the people's just demands 
if, in defiance of all Bod reason, of sagacity, of 
experience, they will thrust monarchy and heredi- 
tary privilege between the people and their rights 
—if they wll, for lack of argument, denounce their 
unrepresented countrymen, distinguished for no- 
thing so much as patient forbearance under wrong, 
as spoliators and anarchists—then, it is not impos- 
sible that they may bring about what themselves so 
needlessly deprecate, and, by declaring that the 
only road to complete representation is blocked up 
by the throne, may incite a people, resolved to be 
free, to meditate projects which else they would 
never have thought of. 

It may be all very well, for a while, to put demo- 
cratic sentiments in a ridiculous light in the house of 
Commons. It may do, for a brief period, to treat 
them as wild and visionary, rather to be laughed at 
than reasoned with—to be treated as a joke, not to 
be gravely entertained. The desire of millions suf- 


fering extreme distress under legislative mis- 
management, to have a voice in their own affairs, 
and to bring under due responsibility to them- 
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selves those who have supreme power over their 
property, liberty, and life, may present itself to the 
apprehension of a mere handful of senators as a 
strangely comical thing—a curious hallucination, 
better dispelled by banter than by argument. 
The laugh got up among themselves, however, 
is anything but a hearty one. The air of non- 
chalance is evidently assumed for the occa- 
sion. Whilst legislators are bandying Jests, or 
with a show of ceremony are passing from one to 
another remnants of „ e maxims, the thin 
and hollow conventionalism upon which they 
dance is rapidly erumbling away, and will ere long 
want sufficient strength to bear up the enormous 
weight which class legislation makes to rest 
upon it. f 

The division on the motion of Mr Sharman 
Crawford for parliamentary reform indicates a 
much wider interval between the body of represen- 
tatives and the great mass of represented than any 
at which the House of Commons have previously 
arrived. The unprecedented growth of opinion 
out of doors—the wide-spread conviction which 
obtains that the present aristocratic system of 
government is drawing to a close—the elements of 
formidable opposition to it which darken every 
part of the political firmament—financial embar- 
rassments, free-trade agitation, agricultural discon- 
tent, the sudden awakening of dissenters to a 
sense of their degradation and danger, disruption 
in the Scotch kirk, anti-poor-law disquietudes and 
repeal movements in Ireland—the growing dis- 
respect evinced by the people towards a House 
believed to have been returned by practices the 
most unconstitutional and bribery the most 
unblushing—these thickening signs of an ap- 
roaching tempest might suffice, one would have 
imagined, to have converted levity itself into tem- 
porary seriousness, and to have dispelled the fool- 
ish expectation that millions are to be laughed out 
of their rights by dilettante statesmen, or cowed by 
small minorities. The suffrage question is not to 
be re eee of by such antagonism as this. The 
thought which roots itself in the judgment, and 
which twines itself with the affections of myriads, 
not of the unrepresented merely, but of electors, of 
leading philanchropiets, of sober philosophers, of 
religious men, will not be likely to wither under 
the passing breath of senatorial contempt; and, 
much as our representatives may ridicule the wild- 
ness of Mr Crawford’s proposal, there are but few 
who can entertain a serious fear, that any change 
of system could issue in worse and more disgrace- 
ful results than we are at present doomed to wit- 
ness and to bear. 

At no distant period it will be seen at whose 
door the charge of infatuation properly lies—in 
whose hands sarcasm is the most effective weapon— 
and whom the curled lip of contempt for his oppo- 
nent best becomes. We see, and we are far 
enough from being singular in this respect, the 
existing representative system, having no founda- 
tion whatever in the nation’s esteem, and able to 
stand only as it is-shored up by mere tolerance 
we see, we repeat, a system thus insecure, held to- 
gether by no inherent tenacity, and resting upon 
no solid basis, already tottering beneath an accu- 
mulation of infamics under which, far sounder 
materials might be expected ere long to give way. 
To this superincumbent weight our legislators are 
adding every session, with an air of carelessness 
which to be fully appreciated must be rendered 
familiar by frequent visits to the house itself. 
Upon what they rest their confidence that all 
things will continue as they are, we cannot divine. 
Exclusive rule is sustained at this moment by 
nothing but the vis znertie of the popular will. It 
derives no countenance from reason. It has lost 
even the sanction of prescription. It deceives no 
one. It has stirred up against itself universal dis- 
content. It is not upheld by commanding abilities. 
It gathers around it, for defence, no gigantic 
minds. It is nothing but a pretence—known to 
be such—a once splendid lie in a state of irrepara- 
ble dilapidation. How long it will stand the 
brunt of the storm, brewing outside its walls, is a 
question which we are not called upon to decide— 
but, assuredly, the party without have much juster 
reason to —— themselves on their pros- 
pects than the party within—and, at the next 
general election, it may be satisfactorily settled 
which is the madman. 


THE BACK DOOR TO NOWUERE. 


Tux Canadian corn bill, the mere anticipation of 
which created so lively an excitement amongst the 
supporters of the“ farmer's friend’s administra— 
tion,“ and which raised amongst the advocates of 
free trade sanguine expectations of the not distant 
realisation of their hopes, was introduced by Lord 
Stanley to the House of Commons on Friday 
evening last. The speech of the noble Colonial 
Secretary was directed to show that, if the measure 
he proposed might with any propriety be called a 
back door, at all events it was not a back door toa 
free trade in corn. We are bound in justice to add 
that he very triumphantly made out his point. He 
13 to the satisfaction, we should think, of the 
andlord audience to which he exclusively addressed 
himself, that this country was not in the least in- 


terested in the change of law he contemplated. 
That change, he contended, would not admit to 
British markets a single quarter more of American 
corn than now finds its way thither—it would give 
to Canada, our most expensive colony, a slight ad- 
dition of revenue at our expense—it would open 
no new facilities for commerce between Great 
Britain and the United States—and only through 
the intervention of the smuggler, who, however, 
according to his lordship’s representation, would 
have little chance of success, could the people of 
these realms derive the smallest profit from this 
bill. 

The juggle, for it is nothing else, may be ex- 
an in few words. Canada has now the privi- 
ege of exporting wheat to this country at a sliding 
duty of from one to five shillings, and of importing 
it from the United States free of all impost. Canada 
is, in future, to exact a fixed duty of three shillings 
a quarter on United States corn, and is to be al- 
lowed as an equivalent to send it hither at a nominal 
import duty of one shilling. That is to say, the cus- 
tom house sieve which used to strain off the duty 
in our own ports for the benefit of our own reve- 
nue, is to be removed to the Canadian frontier, by 
which colonial finances will gain something, and 
British commerce will gain nothing whatever, ex- 
cept, perchance, by the immorality of smuggling. 
The amount of protection to the landed interest 1s 
not diminished. Not the smallest concession is 
made to free-trade principles. The object of the 
change, as far at least as this country is concerned, 
it is difficult to discern, unless it be to establish in 
Canada an extensive range of custom-house esta- 
blishments, and thus create a new batch of offices 
and patronage for our multiplying and needy 
aristocracy. 

We have always contended that, under the pre- 
sent system of representation, what is squeezed 
out of the right hand of our rulers will be ever 
taken back by the left. Were the corn laws re- 
pealed to-morrow, monopoly, which ‘sas the exclu- 
sive power of legislation, would instantly weave a 
new system of commercial restrictions, as profitable 
to itself, and as harassing to the community, as 
that which it was compelled to abolish. Marriage 
jointures, family settlements, and mortgages, con- 
stitute a pretty sure 1 that the trade re- 
forms to which our House of Commons may con- 
sent will be reforms only in name. Even to such 
its sanction will be given with palpable reluctance 
—nor is it likely that its patience will be often 
tried. What the spread of truth among agricul- 
tural tenants may do for corn-law repeal it is not 
easy to predict. The first county constituency 
which returns a free-trader to parliament will put 
the entire question in a new light. Until then, we 
cannot indulge a single hope of the present House. 
The tenor of this Canadian Corn bill is in perfect 
keeping with all that we have insisted upon in 
reference to the existing parliament. The work, 
whether of the Anti-corn-law League, of the Com- 
plete Suffrage Union, or of earnest dissenters, lies 
with electors. They can do nothing with repre- 
sentatives—let them turn, therefore, to the repre- 
sented. On this field they may, if they will, unite 
and achieve success. Even here, however, cordial 
union alone promises decisive victory. The pride 
which refuses co-operation will work out its own 
defeat. 


The ceremony of churching the Queen took place 
at noon on Friday, in the chapel royal at Bucking- 
ham palace. The archbishop of Canterbury officiated, 
assisted by the Bishop of London, dean of the 
chapel. The Bishop of Norwich attended as clerk 
of the closet. 


It is expected that her Majesty will be sufficiently 
recovered to transact public business in a few days, 
when we understand that a Gazette will be issued, 
conferring high honour on Sir Charles Napier, and 
brevet rank on the other officers who have distin- 
guished themselves in India. It is said that the 22d 
regiment will in future have the word“ Hyderabad“ 
or “Seinde“ on their colours. Nara and Military 
Gazette. [Such are the means by which the Chris- 
tian government of Britain encourage the system of 
wholesale murder which has attended every fresh 
conquest in the East.] 


Prince Albert held a levee by desire of her Majesty 
on Wednesday afternoon at St James’s palace. It 
was numerously attended, but of course was confined 
to gentlemen. A grand dinner was given at Buck- 
ingham palace in the evening to the noble directors 
of the concert of ancient music, Prince Albert being 
the director for the evening. 

Prince Albert has been appointed governor and 
constable of her Majesty's castle of Windsor, in the 
room of the Duke of Sussex, deceased. 


The Duke of Sussex’s library is forthwith to be 
disposed of. It is stipulated in the will that it shall 
be in the first instance offered to the British Museum; 
and that, in the event of such national establishment 
declining to purchase, it shall be soldin such manner 
as the executors may direct. Messrs Evans have 
been called in to value it. ‘The library, it appears, 
consists of upwards of 45,000 volumes, most of them 
in excellent condition, independently of MSS., con- 
sisting of early copies of different portions of the 
holy scriptures. 

Mr O’Connell will not leave Ireland to attend his 
parliamentary duties before the 10th of June.—Lime- 
rick Chronicle. 


A very numerous meeting of members of the House 
of Commons was held at two o'clock on Friday 
afternoon, at the official residence of Sir Robert Peel, 
in Downing street. The members on their arrival 
were conducted to the large dining-room. Sir Robert 
Peel entered the room soon after two o' clock. The 
other cabinet ministers 8 were—Loid Stanley, 


Sir James Graham, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 


Sir Henry Hardinge, the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone, 
and Sir Edward Kuatchbull. Lord kliot, Lord 
Granville Somerset, Sir Thomas Fremantle, Sir 
George Clerk, the Attorney-general, Mr George W. 
Hope, Mr Manners Sutton, and other official gentle- 
men, were present. About 250 members attended 
the meeting, which broke up soon after three o' clock. 

CAunkiponx Execrion Commitrses.—tThe § select 
committee appointed to try the merits of this petition 
assembled on Wednesday morning, at eleven o'clock ; 
Sir W. Heathcote in the chair. Mr Kinglake and Mr 
Burcham ap eared as counsel in support of the peti- 
tion; and Messrs Austen, Cockburn, and Hildyard, 
in opposition thereto. The committee having come 
to the usual resolutions, Mr Kinglake opened the 
case on behalf of the petitioners, certain electors of 
the borough of Cambridge. The committee bas sat 
daily, hearing evidence of the allegations of bribery. 
The decision of the committee will probably be found 
in our postscript. 

Boroven Vacancrrs.—It is reported that Mr W. 

James will retire from the representation of East 
Cumberland; that in such case Mr P. H. Howard, 
the member for Carlisle, will resign his seat and stand 
for the county, in order to avoid the importunity of 
the anti-corn-law party, who seek to influence his 
votes. A vacancy is also shortly expected at Dudley, 
Mr Hawkes, the present member being about to re- 
tire. 
Tun LercestER Banx.—It was stated at a meeting 
held on Thursday, that the liabilities are £600,000, 
and the assets £800,000. ‘The concern is to be wound 
up under the direction of a committee, and a report 
of the exact state of the firm will be made toa meet- 
ing of creditors, fixed for the 3Ist inst. 


Mr Lane Fox anp Mr O' Cox NIA. In reference 
to the ridiculous letter addressed by the former to 
the latter of these gentlemen on the subject of the 
repeal of the union, a daily paper says— 

* Soon after the peace of Amiens, two Englishmen, named 
Fox, visited Paria, the one, the orator, Charles James, the other, 
the father or uncle of the present member for Beverley. As they 
were both Englishmen, and both named Fox, there occasionally 
arose some confusion in conversation as to which of the Mr 
Foxes was alluded to, in order to put an end to which the Pa- 
risians named the one, M. Fox l’orateur, and the other, M. Fox 
Ane. The present Mr. I. Fox is either the son or nephew of 
the latter, and it must be admitted that he is quite as much 
Mr Fox, l’Ane as his relation was before him.“ 


ANTI-SLAVERY ConveNnTION.—As the period for 
holding the Anti-slavery Convention approaches, we 
are glad to perceive that the interest of our friends in 
the great objects which it contemplates increases. In 
our own country, notwithstanding the exciting sub- 
jects which engage public attention, the nomination 
of delegates is not overlooked or forgotten. In our 
next number, we trust, we shall be in a position to 
announce that all the arrangements are complete. In 
the mean time, we have much satisfaction in stating, 
that the names of the following gentlemen from the 
United States have reached us, as having received 
appointments from anti-slavery organisations with 
which they are associated :—-Rev. Mr Pennington, of 
Hartford, and the State Agent, Mr Codding, Amos 
Collins, Esq., IIartford, Francis Gillette, Esq., 
Bloomfield, J. G. Baldwin, Esq., Middleton, and 
George Reed, Esq., Deep River. ‘These gentlemen 
are delegates from Connecticut.—William Johnson, 
W. Shotwell, Esqs, and the Rev. Joshua Leavitt, 
and A. A. Phelps, from New York; Charles Os- 
borne, Esq., and the Rev. H. H. Kellogz, from 
Illinois; Rev. Messrs Coleman and Blanchard, and 
Judge King, Ohio; Rev. N. Colver, from Massachu- 
setts; and probably Chief Justice Williams and 
Colonel Miller, from Vermont. Others are expected, 
whose names have not yet been transmitted to us 
We trust, that to mect the deputation from the 
United States, our friends in France, Holland, Den- 
mark, Sweden, Spain, and Portugal, will not fail to 
send representatives, and that the sacred cause to 
which we all feel pledged, will receive a mighty im- 
petus from the associated counsels and action of the 
philanthropists of all countries. We beg again to 
remind such of our friends in different parts of Great 
Britain and Ireland as have not yet made their no- 
minations, of the necessity of so doing, that the Com- 
mittee of the British and Foreign Anti-slavery 
society may make the necessary arrangements for 
their reception.—Anti-slavery Reporter. 


Ronseries in THE Liverroo, Post Orricz.— John 
Leeming, a clerk in the Liverpool post-office, charged 
with stealing letters, has been committed for trial. 
It appears that the prisoner had been a clerk in the 
post-office only nine months, and that, during the 
whole of that period, he had been in the habit of 
purloining letters, and in them were bills of exchange 
to the amount of £4,939, jewellery, money, &e. The 
cases against the prisoner are numerous; but only 
four, which are very clear, will be selected as the 
grounds of indictment. 

Temperance Festivan.—The grand Berkshire 
Temperance festival was held at Reading on Tuesday 
last. Numerous parties came from towns in the 
neighbourhood. The weather unfortunately was 
most unfavourable. 2,500 persons took tea in a tent. 
which had been erected for the occasion ; and several 
able speeches were delivered in favour of total 
abstinence principles; it was stated at the meeting 
that there were now enrolled seven millions of tee- 
totallers in Great Britain and Ireland. 


Execurion.—Charles Mackey, the murderer of his 
wife, was executed at Glasgow on Thursday. He 


loft a letter acknowledging his guilt. 
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THE NONCONFORMIST. 


Imperial Parliament. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


PETITIONS FOR THE WEEK. 
Bankruptcy act, for amendment of, 2. 
Coals, for repeal of * on, 1. 
Corn laws, for repeal of, 184 
Factories bill, again: € educational clauses of, 806. 
in favour of ditto, 31. 
for further limiting hours of labour, 2. 
Health of Towns bill, for alteration of, 1. 
in favour of, 1. 
Literary and scientific institutions, for exemption from taxes, 8. 
Malt duty, for repeal of, 2. 
Mines and Collieries act, for repeal of, 5. 
Poor Law Amendment act, for alteration of, 2. 
Poor Relief (Ireland) act, for repeal or alteration of, 16. 
Post office, for further reform of, 9. 
Property Tax act, for repeal of, 2. 
st Asaph and Bangor dioceses, against union of, 3. 
Tariff and corn laws, for alterations in favour of agricultural in- 


rest, 3. 

Turnpike Roads bill, against, 7. 

Union with Ireland, against repeal of, 3. 

—— for repeal of, 1. 

Universal suffrage, for, 2. 

Waste Land Allotments bill, in favour of, 4. 
Wheat, &c. (Canada), against importation of, 135. 


PUBLIC BUSINESS TRANSACTED. 


BILLS READ A SECOND TIME. 
1. Fines and Penalties (Ireland) bill. 
2. Copyhold and Customary Tenure bill. 


MOTIONS. 

Mines and collieries.—“ That leave be given to bring in a bill to 
amend an act of the fifth and sixth years of her present Majes- 
ty, for regulating the employment of persons in mines and col- 

a ae umming Bruce.) The House divided; ayes 
23, noes 137. 

Reform of parliament.—“ That leave be given to bring in a bill 
to secure the full representation of the people, and to shorten 
the duration of A penal" yal Sharman Crawford.) The 
House divided ; ayes 32, noes 101. 

Education.—“ That in no plan of education maintained and en- 
forced by the state should any attempt be made to inculcate 
peculiar religious opinions; because, as such an attempt 
would be considered a plan for maintaining and strengthening 
an undue superiority of one sect over all others, the animosi- 
ties and strife already existing among different religious deno- 
minations would thereby unhappily be greatly increased, and 
the cordial co-operation of all sects and denominations, which 
is absolutely necessary to insure the success of any plan of 

ublic education, rendered impossible.“ — (Mr Roebuck.) 
e House divided: ayes 60, noes 156. 

Wheat, Ke. (Canada).—“ That Mr Speaker do uow leave the 
chair?“ amendment proposed, to leave out from the word 
„That“ to the end of the question, in order to add the words, 
„Ian humble address be presented to her Majesty, humbly 

raying her Majesty to withhold her assent from an act passed 
In the ast session of the provincial parliament of Canada, for 
the imposition of a duty onthe importation of foreign corn.“ — 
Mr Labouchere.) The House divided; ayes 344, noes 156. 
ain question put and agreed to. 


— — 


DEBATES. 
Thursday, May 18th. 


COMPLETE SUFFRAGE. 

Mr Suarman Crawrorp moved for leave 0 bring 
in a bill to secure the full representation of the 
— and to shorten the duration of parliament. He 

gan by alluding to the difficulties he had to con- 
tend with in the determined opposition to his propo- 
sal of the great body of the members of the House. 
The House had never paid sufficient attention to the 

titions of the people for an extension of the suf- 

ge. He considered that, under proper regulations, 
an adequate extension of the suffrage was the great 
basis of the “ig ed rights in representation. What, 
then, were the original rights of the people, by the 
constitution of the country? ‘The first limitation of 
these we was that made by a statute of Henry 
VI, and the preamble of that statute showed the 
great extent of the suffrage which the people enjoyed 
previous to its introduction. Prior to that time the 
right to the franchise was enjoyed most extensively; 
that in fact almosbevery person in the country had 
a right to share in the election of a representative. 

Can it be denied, in the face of these statutes and authorities, 
that in those times the mass of the people had the right of 
voting! Can the opponents of this position show that there 
was any limiting statute, | penalty for voting, any voiding of 
an election because the people voted?) They cannot show this ; 
they must admit that previous to the statute of Henry VI the 

ple did enjoy the right; and with regard to boroughs, we 
—— that several of the charters gave the most extended suf- 
f even to every man who boiled his own pot upon his fire ; 
and we find in early days a decision of a committee, asserting 
that the election of burgesses in all beroughs did of common 
right belong to the commoners, In the year 1623-4 a most emi- 
nent committee of the House of Commons, consisting of the 
greatest lawyers of the day, was appointed specially to lay down 
the legal rights of voting. They decided that where there was no 
certain custom or prescription or constant usage beyond all me- 
mory, recourse should be had to “common right,” which for 
this purpose was held, that more than freeholders only ought to 
have the right to vote, namely, all men inhabitants, householders, 
resiant within the borough. This was the common law right; and 
it is further confirmed by the acts of the 25th and 34th of Edward 
I, which assert the principle, that no taxes shall be imposed 
without the consent of all the freemen of the land, and also the 
petition of right to the same effect in the reign of Charles J. 

Then with regard to the theory of the constitution, 
he would quote that eminent authority, Blackstone. 
The honourable member then read a passage in 
Blackstone, stating that the constitution of the people 
were a check upon the nobility, and the oe 
were a check upon the people, whilst every branc 
of the civil authority regulated and was regulated by 
the rest. He would ask whether this theory was 
true or not ? 

Is there any House of Commons now in existence which an- 
sewers the description given by Blackstone or by the other au- 
thorities quoted! Are we such a Houseof Commons! Are we 
the representatives of the commons of England ! Who are the 
commons of England! Are they not the whole people! Are 
the voters as now limited by law entitled to the name of the 
commons of England ? If theaverage of voters be compared with 
the average of population in the United hingdom, the voters 
are not in a larger proportion than as one person to every nine 
families. : 

But were they even the representatives of the 
electors ? 

Facts were on record which proved that they were not. Would 


not their votes show that they did not represent the electors ! 


He would refer to the proceedings on the motion of the hon. 
member for Finsbury last year, who proposed that a test should 
be applied to each member, by his being required to state that 
he had not used illegal means to obtain his return. That mo- 
tion was lost by a majority, and he thus ed that they 
were not the representatives of the people. 


This evil can only be repaired by going back to 
original principles, and by restoring the people to 
thcir full rights, through the medium of an extended 
suffrage—rights enjoyed by the common law of Eng- 
lu d, again and again asserted in all the noble 
struggles made by Britons. But the rights of the 

cople had been swamped in other modes besides the 
limitation of the franchise. The practice of proro- 
gation was a new principle in the constitution ; it 
had crept in by degrees, and was not the original 

ractice. Parliaments were formally summoned 
for a particular purpose for one session, and after- 
wards dissolved. 
The statute of the 34th Edward III, provided that a parliament 
should be holden once a year, and parliament was in fact sum- 
moned annually during that reign. This practice continued till 
the 16th Charles lI, when an act was passed, providing that 
arliament should not be intermittent for more than three years. 
When the Triennial act was passed, a protest against it was 
signed in the Lords, on the grounds, “ because it tended tu a 
eontinuance of this present parliament longer than, as we ap- 

rehend, is agreeable to the constitution of England.” Now 
et it be remarked that this allegation was made even against the 
triennial duration to which many hon. members would now de- 
sire to recur; but afterwards, when the Septennial act was 
passed,a most remarkable protest—a document most honour- 
able by its noble principles of liberty—was entered against it, 
signed by no fewer than 31 peers. This document records the 
right of the people to frequent and new parliaments, “as the 
fundamental constitution of this kingdom. 

The next point was the qualification of members 
of parliament. Now he wished to see this qualifica- 
tion abolished. There was no qualification required 
for eldest sons of peers, for Scotch members, or for 
the members from the universities. Why, then, 
should there be any qualification for English mem- 
bers? He did not see that the English members 
were better than Scotch members. Another princi- 
ple of the constitution formerly was the payment of 
members. 

The payment ofa knight of the shire was and is by the com- 
mon law 4s. per day, and for a burgess 2s. The act of the 23rd 
Henry VI, c. 10, directs the mode of levying the wages by as- 
sessment of the sheriff from the several hundreds in each county; 
and the 12th of Richard II., c. 12, further confirms this by mak- 
ing the lands purchased by ge liable to the assessment as be- 
fore they were purchased. These acts are still unrepealed. 

Thus it appeared the ancient principles and prac- 
tices of the constitution were—extended suffrage, 
annual parliaments, no money qualifications, and 
payment of members. The only novelty he should 
introduce was the proposal to vote for members by 
ballot. He held, however, that the ballot was the 
only security for the honest voter. If they could 
2 that any other plan could be equally effectual, 

e should adopt it. He next proposed that the elec- 
toral districts should be equalised as nearly as pos- 
sible. Each portion of the empire would then have 
a fair proportion of representatives. After referring 
to the injustice of retaining a monopoly of legislation, 
as opposed to Christianity, morality, and the consti- 
tution, he refuted the various objections made against 
investing the people with political power; such as 
the poverty, ignorance, and corruption of the work- 
ing classes. He admitted the imprudence of a cer- 
tain portion of the chartists; but they were but a 
small proportion of the people, nor did their conduct 

rove that the principles he maintained were unsound. 

e hon. gentleman concluded as follows :— 

He would put it to hon. members to say, was it fair that one 
class of the community should say to the rest, We hold the 
elective franchise in our hands, and you shall have nothing to do 
with it!“ He knew it had often been said, that the people were 
poor and ignorant. Many of them might be but little acquainted 
with the science of politics, but surely it was not necessary to 
decide upon matters of state in order to exercise the elective 
franchise. The poor might be as good judges as any portion of 
the community as to whether a candidate was a man likely or 
unlikely to betray their interests—whether, in short, he was a 
man of fair and unimpeached character. ‘To the poor a repre- 
sentative was especially essential, because the poor man wanted 
protection much more than did those who belonged to the middle 
classes. Then the upper orders should recollect that they were 
themselves the sources of those bribes which the poor electors 
were said to receive; let them abstain in future from setting that 
evil example, and there would then be no risk in letting the poor 
enjoy the benefit of the franchise. The principles for which he 
contended were the ancient principles of the constitution, and 
such as had been advocated by reformers in all ages. Sixty years 
ago the Duke of Richmond took a leading part in the advocacy 
of reform, and it was his opinion that annual elections were in- 
dispensable to the effective exercise of the franchise. Those 
were the opinions of the Duke of Richmond; but he (Mr 8. 
Crawford) begged the House to understand that he was willing 
to go into the question with them calmly and dispassionately ; 
he was not for revolution, but for reform, and he was perfectly 
ready to submit his proposition to the House in the form of a 
bill, if they would permit him to do so. The public mind was 
in amore agitated state now than it had ever before been—it 
Was in a state which might lead to convulsion, and all he wanted 


the House to do was to take measures to save the country from 
scenes of violence and bloodshed. 


Mr Witiiams seconded the motion. The Reform 
bill, he said, had been insuffieient for its objects. The 
country was now governed by the same ministers, 
and on the same principles, and at the same or a 
greater expense, as before the Reform bill. Seats in 
parliament were bought and sold now, as then—only 
that now, instead of paying patrons, you paid little 
knots of corrupt electors. ‘Those who thus obtained 
the seats sought only how to get something for their 
money. All the acts of the House went in direct 
opposition to the desires of the Pe tee whose condi- 
tion was now worse than ever. Look at the inequality 
of representation: 

Why, under the boasted Reform bill, there were at present 
five boroughs returning ten members to that House, the consti- 
tuency of the whole being only 1,088; there were thirty-seven 
boroughs returning sixty-one members, the constituency of the 
whole being less than that of Manchester; and there were many 
other glaring defects in the representation, which, in order to 
save the country froma state of things which would destroy that 


protection to lite and property which all should enjoy, he should 
wish to see amended, | 


The only way to save the country from a great 
convulsion was a timely reform in the representation. 

Mr Cunrxas declared himself in favour of ballot 
and triennial parliaments. He supported this motion 
in some degree from curiosity, to see how the pro- 
posed remedies could be worked out. 

Mr Fixrpxx said, that among the people there was 
a want of contidence in the Meas. That reason 


had been assigned by Lord J. Russell as a ground 
for his Reform bill, and why was it not an equally 


good ground for this motion? The charges on the 
people were increased in England, and in Ireland 
there had been a coercion bill and a poor law. 
Twenty millions had been given to slave proprietors, 
who had no right to a shilling. There would be no 
good till the people had the choosing of those who 
were to make the laws. At present, the House of 
Commons spurned the people like dogs, when the 
applied for any redress of their grievances ; and the 
responsibility of such conduct was become so heavy, 
that it was no longer worth the while of a man to sit 
in the house of Commons. The House had lost the 
respect of the people, and therefore it was that they 
had ceased to petition. There was the corn law; no 
one could support that, on any principle of justice. 
It would not be possible to go on long with these 
modes of governing. 

Mr Warp thought it would be a benefit to the 
House to have a certain infusion of the workin 
classes, and held it his bounden duty to support this 
motion. Let any man analyse the division list of last 
Monday, and he would see that more than three. 
fourths of the majority belonged to classes interested 
in the vote they gave. The House ought not to dis- 
guise from itself the extent to which the opinion was 
spreading among the people that this House did not 
represent the feelings of the people. 

hen he first went to Sheffield the franchise question excited 
no interest among the people. There were pe. indeed, who 
thought the Reform bill ought to have fixed a lower franchise, 
but among the constituency there was no general feeling in 
favour of a further extension; and when he had himself expressed 
an opinion to that effect, he found that he was going beyond the 
opinions of his constituents. A great change had since taken 
place. He had received within a few days letters, bearing 800 


signatures, praying him to support the motion of his honourable 
friend the member for Rochdale to its fullest extent. 


For himself, he thought that it would be a great 
benefit to the legislature, if qualification were 
abolished, and working men allowed to be introduced 
into the house of Commons, and permitted to par- 
ticipate in the management of business. ere 
were opinions entertained by many members of the 
House on various subjects, such as that of machinery, 
as irrational and absurd as any to be found amongst 
the working classes ; and though not prepared to go 
the length of giving the franchise to every sane man 
of twenty-one years of age, he was able to support 
the motion, with the view of raising the entire ques- 
tion. 

General Jounson thought the House of Commons 
a great deal worse now than it was before the Reform 
act. The whig ministers had boasted that they had 
put down the chartists ; but the fact, on the contrary, 
was, that the chartists had doubled their numbers. 
The people were determined not to rest satisfied with 
the present constitution of parliament. 

Mr Ross said he could not conscientiously vote for 
this motion ; so monstrous were the doctrines which 
he had heard avowed in some of the manufacturing 
districts, and with which the success of this motion 
would tend to deluge the House. But, as he did 
N provers the present system, he would not vote 
at all. 


Sir R. Peer animadverted on the inconsistency of 
Mr Ross’s course, and considered himself to be treat- 
ing the motion and the mover more respectfully, by 
a fair avowal of his intention to oppose them. Every 
one of the topics embraced in the scheme of the 
mover would take a debate by itself, and he there- 
fore must decline any lengthened discussion on a 
proposal combining them all. He would say, however, 
that if every individual had an abstract right to an 
equal voice, he could not understand how the con- 
tinuance of a house of Lords should be tolerated. 
According to most of the speeches in this debate, 
there was very little encouragement to proceed with 
reform ; indeed, after so many opinions pronouncing 
the unreformed parliament to have been a great deal 
better than the reformed, the natural conclusion 
seemed rather to be that we ought to repeal the Re- 
form bill and re-enact the old constitution. Alluding 
to the absence of the members of the late govern- 
ment, he said he was placed in the seeming predica- 
ment of having to defend the Reform bill, without 
aid from any of its authors; and thereupon he pro- 
ceeded to controvert some of the economical argu- 
ments which had been used by Mr Fielden and Gene- 
ral Johnson, and renewed his protest against the in- 
ferences and conclusions of the supporters of the 
motion, without, however, in any way attempting 
to reply to the e advanced in support of the 
motion. 

Mr Dre xcounz defended the chartists of the manu- 
facturing districts, whose demands were confined to 
an equality of political rights. If they entertained 
those notions with respect to property which had 
been attributed to them by Mr Ross, how came it 
that during the late insurrections they did not level 
Manchester with the ground? There was no inten- 
tion, on the part of the working classes, to interfere 
with the House of Lords or the Sovereign on her 
throne. They only wanted their interests to be at- 
tended to. Observing upon the absence of the whigs 
from this debate, he said it was no business of his 
to apologise for them; but he supposed that, as 5ir 
R. Peel had adopted their doctrines of free trade, 
they thought they might safely trust him with their 
doctrines of finality. Great credit was claimed for 
the reformed House of Commons; but what had it 
done? All the great questions of the age had been 
carried before the Reform Ml, with the exception of 
negro emancipation, for which twenty millions ha 
been paid. He believed that the corn laws might be 
repealed for half that sum. As to the working 
classes, if the House knew them better, it woul 
treat them with more confidence. 

Dr Bownixo had witnessed the working of uni- 
versal suffrage in Spain, and was not atraid of it in 
England. There was an extensive organisation 
going on amongst the people out of doors, to effect a 
great change in the constitution of the House, and 


THE NONCONFORMIST. 


379 


he believed the day was not far distant when they 
would effect it. : 

Mr Mvntz was of opinion that an extension of the 
suffrage was due to the people, and was necessary. 
But he did not approve of annual parliaments. 

Mr Ferrinp was also of opinion that the working 
classes were neglected by the House, which did not 
pay attention to their petitions. Were this done, 
and their a he = it would stop this 

itation for political c es. 
ur — 3 anxious to redress all the 
grievances of the people, was not able conscientiously 
to go the whole length of the motion, and therefore 

not support it. 
“Tal J oun MANNRES believed that, in proportion 
as power had been taken from the mitre and the 
crown, and given to the people, their physical con- 
dition had deteriorated. He would not extend the 
suffrage, but would limit the duration of parliaments, 
so as to increase responsibility, and would also add 
to the power of the church, as the best means of 
lessening the distance between the owners and the 
producers of wealth, and providing for the real hap- 
piness of the masses. : 

Mr TRELAwNyY expressed himself in favour of a 
large extension of the suffrage, and of triennial par- 
liaments. 

Sir WALTER Jamesaffirmed that all organic changes 
had hitherto proved failures; and the present one, 
if adopted, would speedily lead to the overthrow of 
the constitution. 

Mr Hinp ey said that the country had not got the 
„ pill, the whole bill, and nothing but the bill; it 
had been destroyed by the £50 tenant-at- will clause, 
without which the conservatives would not at this 
moment have had their majority. IIe did not think 
that individuals were to be distinguished into the 
classes of law makers and law obeyers; all were 
entitled to equal political privileges; and though 
this might be called an “abstract proposition, so 
also was justice, in the minds of many members of 
the House. 

Mr S. Crawrorp made a few observations in reply; 
and on a division his motion was rejected by 101 to 32. 


NATIONAL EDUCATION. 

Mr Rogsvuck brcught on a motion laying down a 
principle which should predominate in any scheme 
of national education. e defined education as a 
means for building up moral habits - the influence 
and the operation of which extended from the cradle 
to the grave, enabling the individual to earn his own 
subsistence as well as to beome a rational creature. 
But while he did not depreciate the necessity and 
importance of religious instruction, he considered it 
as a distinct and separate process, intended to build 
up a distinct habit of mind, different from that which 
it is the business of general education to create. In 
acountry, therefore, where there existed different 
religious sects, each having its distinct religious 
teachers, the state could not adopt any principle in 
education which would interfere with their vocation. 
Above all, such a principle could not be adopted in 
this country without destroying all harmony and 
good will, and defeating the very object in view. It 
could not be denied that the church of England com- 
prised by far the great majority of the people of this 
country, and that every plan of education which in- 
cluded the inculcation of its religious tenets would 
mect with very general sympathy and approbation. 
But with the number of conflicting sects, no injury 
could possibly arise from the omission, while great 
mischief would be produced by the assertion of the 

rinciple of religious instruction. If ever there had 
en an opportunity for bringing about a unanimity 
on the subject, it seemed to be presented when the 
attempt was made to provide a remedy for the ap- 
2 state of things which Lord Ashley had ex- 
ibited. But the result had showed that both 
church and dissenters grasped at power over the 
minds and consciences of the community. The 
Factories bill was based on a grand mistake; it in- 
terfered with religious teaching, both on the part of 
the church and of sectarians; and he sought to in- 
duce the goverment to adopt a wholly inde- 
pendent course by the proposition of the following 
resolution: 

That in no plan of education maintained and enſoreed by 
the state, should any attempt be made to inculcate peculiar re- 
ligious opinions; because, as such an attempt would be con- 
sidered a plan for maintaining and strengthening an undue 
superiority of one sect over all others, the animosities and strife 
already existing among different religious denominations would 
thereby unhappily be greatly increased, and the cordial co- 
operation of all sects and denominations, which is absolutely 
necessary to insure the success of any plan of public education, 
rendered impossible.” 

Sir J. Granam said that he must resist this reso- 
lution, as being, by Mr Roebuck’s admission, an 
abstract one, and yet involving important practical 
consequences. He was not prepared to anticipate 
the discussion on the pending bill, by entering now 
into an analysis of the general question; but he 
begged it might be remembered that the bill did not 

rofess to establish a system of national education ; 
it dealt only with education among the children em- 
22 in particular manufactures. Mr Roebuck 

ad spoken of religion, only as one of the sanctions 
of education; but it was that one to which the 
highest importance attached. The pith of this mo- 
tion lay in the word “ peculiar;’’ if the mover should 
propose to forbid all attempt “ to inculcate religious 
opinions,“ omitting the word“ peculiar,” that pro- 
posal would at once be rejected by an overwhelming 
majority. ‘Two of the three kingdoms of this em- 
pire disproved the theory of Mr Roebuck. In 
Scotland the opinions of the establishment were in- 
culcated throughout the education of the people, and 
the only differences in that kingdom were differences 
as to discipline. In Ireland, on the contrary, a neu- 
tral system was adopted, and the result was the most 
unhappy heartburning. He did think that so long 
as the church of England should be the established 


church, the preference, where preference was un- 
avoidable, must be given to her; and thus, as the 
schoolmaster must be of some creed, the creed of the 
church was that which must be adopted. 

He (Sir J. Graham) was strongly attached to the church of 
England as established by law in this country, and that very 
establishment presumed a preference on the part of that church, 
whilst at the same time the legislature did not overlook the ne- 
cessity of tolerating other forms of religion. Still, however, 
when a compulsory scheme of education was adopted, whilst the 
established church was to be attended to on the one hand, due 
attention should be paid to the scruples of the dissenters on the 
other (hear, hear]. The hon. and learned gentleman and the 
dissenting bodies were not, it appeared, satisfied with toleration, 
contending that the principle should be one of equality; but as 
long as there was an established church in the country, he (Sir 
J. Graham) was of opinion that that church should enjoy the 
preference (loud cheers}. Suppose that there was a school with 
but one master, aud that a knowledge of the scriptures was 
a portion of the education to be imparted on the most tolerant 
principle—taking this supposition, and assuming that the 
master was to be of a given creed, was it hard to require that his 
creed should conform to that of the established church of the 
country (hear, hear)? He for his own part thought that the 
church would not do its duty if it made any concession upon this 
point, and it was one upon which he felt that he could not con- 
ecientiously give way (hear, hear]. 


The efforts of the church and of the dissenters, not 
being combined, had hitherto failed to disperse the 
mass of evil described by Lord Ashley; the attempt 
of the government had been to accomplish the object 
by such a combination. He was persuaded that no 
measure of national education would succeed which 
was not based upon religion. 

Ile held it to be his bounden duty, as a minister of the crown, 
to endeavour, by legislative measures, to lead the people into 
education, and with that education to combine religious instruc- 
tion. His memory would not serve him to quote exactly an 
admirable passage from Hooker with respect to the political 
uses of religion, but it was to the effect that no full restraint 
over the passions of men could be obtained by merely human 
law, and that entire control could be effected only by laws which 
were warranted by divine sanction. To save men from the com- 
mission of crime they must be educated, but it was a vain ima- 
gination to suppose that any education could be effective where 
scriptural instruction was neglected ; and any attempt to edu- 
cate the people without such an important element of instruction 
would be the grossest possible mistake [cheers]. 

Mr Sumi dwelt on the great numbers of learned, 
accomplished, and graceful minds in the church of 
England who now approximated to what he would 
call the“ ancient faith,“ or, in other words, had 
adopted Puseyism, which was a natural and suffl- 
cient cause of alarm to the dissenters. It was a 
monstrous thing that a dissenter could be a secre- 
tary of state or a privy counsellor, and yet be ex- 
cluded from a miserable system of national educa- 
tion. If the church were founded on a rock, what 
had it to fear? 

Mr M. Mines, though a churchman, would rather 
that the factory children were educated by any class 
of dissenters than left as they now are. 


Mr Hawes admitted that the church of England, 
as the church of the state, could claim superiority in 
some things; but in education the dissenters claimed 
and had a right to perfect equality. But he saw no 
obstacle to a successful combined system of scrip- 
tural education, the importance and necessity of 
which he was sensible of, and should therefore op- 
pose the motion. 

Sir R. H. Inaxis, who had been pointedly alluded 
to by Mr Sheil, as to his opinions on the subject of 
Puseyism, claimed for himself freedom from inter- 
rogation on religious opinions. He gloried in the 
name of protestant—reminding Mr Sheil of the dis- 
putes between Jesuits and Jansenists, and Franeis- 
cans and Dominicans. Nothing deserved the name 
of education which did not bring out the highest 
qualities of man, with respect to his eternal welfare ; 
and Sir James Graham would as easily have carried 
a bill enabling the church to bestow a complete 
Christian education on the people, as the one now 
before the legislature, and which has excited such 
general abhorrence. 

Mr Ewart was afraid that Sir James Graham's 
speech would not allay the animosities which had 
been provoked by the Factories bill. 

Mr Roesvck replied, and ort a division there ap- 

ared—for the motion, 60; against it, 156; ma- 
jority, 96. 


Friday, May 19t/:. 
CANADA CORN BILL. 


Lord Sraniey brought forward the government 
resolutions on the subject of the introduction of 
Canadian wheat and flour into this country. The 
substance of his lengthened statement amounts to 
this. 

By the law as it now stands United States grain can be carried 
into Canada free of duty, be ground into flour, and, under the 
description of colonial produce, be introduced into this country 
at a graduated rate of duty, varying from ls. to 5s. By the law, 
as itis proposed to be altered, Canadian produce is to be intro- 
duced at a fixed duty of Is., which, with the addition of 3s. levied 
by the Canadian legislature, will enable the grain of the United 
States to be brought into this country, through Canada, at a 
fixed duty of ds. This he declared to be a boon to Canada, but 


no infringement of the protection now enjoyed by British agri- [| 


culture. I shall use no trick to induce votes. I shall use no 
arguments to pervert the real facts; and to prove my sincerity 
I will at once acknowledge that if this House was not bound b 
a sense of duty, if it was not bound by the bright promise which 
it last session held out to the legislature of C nada, if it was not 
for the obligation which rests on the government to fulfil that 
promise to the best of their ability, I should consider the mea- 
sure I mean to submit—in reference to the whole interests of the 
country—in reference to the interests of the consumer as well as 
of the producer—of such slight and trivial importance (loud 
cries of “ hear, hear from the opposition benches) that, know- 
ing as 1 do the impolicy of disturbing a great question, and 
knowing too well what is the present state of the agricultural 
interest—if it were not that we were bound by faith and honour, 
I would not have interfered with that interest by asking you to 
assent to a bill of a scope so limited and so confined [ironical 
cheers aud laughter from the opposition). 

It was, indeed, the establishment of a fixed duty, 
but at the same time it was no material alteration of 
the existing law. There was no probability whatever 
that the change in the law would lead to a great im- 
portation of the grain of the United States, under 
the denomination of Canadian produce. This he en- 
deavoured to show by a statement of the cost of con- 
veyance, by which it appeared that the alteration of 
the law would not give any very great additional 


facilities for the importation of American grain into 
this country. But the benefit of the change would 
be considerable to Canada, and was a boon which 
they had asked during the last twenty-five years. 
It would enable them to exchange a larger quantity 
of agricultural a for our manufactures. Whilst 
there was no danger of an extraordinary influx of 
Janadian corn into this country, the measure would 
tend to stimulate Canadian agriculture, by affording 
the colony a steady market for its produce, at from 
508. to 55s., above which it could not be profitably 
imported. The Canadian duty of three shillings 
would, undoubtedly, raise the price of grain in Ca- 
nada, for this was one of the objects of the measure. 
It was not proposed as an advance in the direction of 
free trade; and therefore the advocates of unlimited 
free trade were undoubtedly right in opposing it. 
But while the imposition of a fixed duty of one shil- 
ling on Canadian grain would give no greater facili- 
tics to the introduction of American corn, because it 
was balanced by the duty of three shillings imposed 
by the Canadian legislature, it would, nevertheless, 
aiford great encouragement to Canadian agricultural 
interests, without injuring the agricult interests 
of this country. It was, moreover, the fulfilment of 
a sacred compact with the Canadian legislature, 
which had passed the law imposing the duty of 3s., 
on the distinct understanding that the British legis- 
lature would complete the bargain by the imposition 
of the fixed duty of 1s. Should the House of Com- 
mons refuse its assent to the government proposition, 
he should not advise the crown to give the royal as- 
sent to the Canadian act. But he warned them 
against the consequences of such a course. Canada 
presented a great field for the employment of home 
capital and labour; there was no danger of being 
encountered there by hostile tariffs; and the effects 
of the measure would be signally advantageous on 
every ground, political, commercial, or agricultural. 

Mr * a said the question was practically 
this: were we to reduce our duties on Canadian corn 
as a compensation for a corn law in Canada? He 
wished it was in his power to adopt one part of the 
measure without the other—to be enabled to lower 
the duties on the introduction of Canadian grain into 
this country, without being a party to the imposi- 
tion of a duty in Canada. He opposed the present 
proposition for levying a duty on wheat, because he 
considered it injurious as much to the interests of 
Canada as of this country. He was averse to raising 
up any new system of protection, more especially as 
our whole system of corn and other duties in this 
country could not be maintained above a year or two, 
without undergoing a general revision. ‘The govern- 
ment proposition would unite two inconveniences ; 
it would afford some protection, and encourage much 
smuggling. He wished he could bring himself to 
believe that this measure would be the means of in- 
troducing a large supply of grain into this country. 
But there were no advantages to counterbalance the 
evils of raising a new protected interest, which 
was much easier to create than get rid of. There 
were no “ peculiar burdens *’—not even marriage 
settlements—urged by the Canadian agriculturists as 
a plea for a corn law. It would, undoubtedly, be 
worth consideration, if any real benefit were to ac- 
crue from the measure to the Canadian merchant ; 
but it was represented as no great matter even to the 
colony, and he could not, therefore, see why the 
English consumer was to pay a duty of three shil- 
lings for the sake of the Canadians, to whom it was 
not to be productive of any extraordinary advan- 
tages. He opposed the measure because it raised up 
a new protected interest; because it unfairly tried a 
tixed duty against a sliding scale; and because it 
was founded on principles clearly adverse to those of 
free trade, without any advantages which would 
mitigate its mischiefs. He concluded by proposing 
an amendment, praying the Crown to refuse the royal 
assent to the act of the Canadian legislature, impos- 
ing a duty of 3s. on the wheat of the United States 
imported into Canada. 

Mr TuHorne ey, averse to all corn laws, did not 
wish to inflict one on Canada. Rather let American 
corn come direct down the Mississippi, creating a 
direct American trade, than by the circuitous route 
of the St Lawrence, which was frozen up one-half 
of the year. 

Mr Banxes had no difficulty in refusing to support 
Mr Labouchere’s amendment, but he thought that 
ministers were to blame in not referring this project 
to a select committee, which might have inquired 
intothe subject, and allayed the apprehensions which, 
in conjunction with the fall of prices, had been ex- 
cited in the agricultural interest. 

Mr Hearncore objected to new experiments in 
the corn trade, after the great alterations of last year, 
which had been called a settlement of the question. 
All the cost of these changes fell on the agricultu- 
rists. But though they had suffered much from the 
changes of last year, the farmers were not yet pre- 
pared to throw 4 into the arms of the Anti- 
corn-law League; they had lost capital, but were 
not, therefore, prepared to throw away the remainder. 
He protested against this continual tampering with 
an interest which, even in the midst of its present 
distress, only asked to be let alone. 


Lord Howick said he quite understood the tactics 
of Mr Bankes, who, though the Canadian bjll and 
the proposed measure were admitted to be one, yet 
refrained from opposing the Canadian bill, and re- 
served his resistance for a future stage, when he 
confidently hoped it would be unsuccessful. The 
proposed measure could do very little for Canada. 

* supplying the inhabitants of British North America, she 
would have very little surplus of her own to grind and export ; 
and as to benefiting England by any admission of American 
flour, the expense of sending flour from America would make 
that impossible ; for, beside the Canadian duty of 3s., and the 
British duty of le., there would be extra expenses of carriage by 
the way of Canada to the amount of 7s. more. 
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He approved the duty as a fixed duty, but it was 
much too high, and it was to be collected in an ob- 
jectionable manner. 

Mr IIpDRLIL, cordially supported the proposition 
of the government, considering it an additional prop 
to the present corn laws. He implored the House to 
carry the measure through by a triumphant majority, 
for any change in the ministry would lead to a com- 
mercial convulsion. 


Mr Cuarves Burn, as a free trader, supported 
the government measure, notwithstanding Lord 
Stanley’s disclaimer. He had opposed the transit 
duty on American provisions imposed by the new 
tariff; and he should have opposed the present pro- 
position if it had been brought forward in the same 
way. But it was proposed under circumstances 
which would make it a boon to Canada, and a bene- 
fit to this country. 


Mr Rogenvcx regarded Mr Labouchere’s amend- 
ment as an attempt to defeat the government mea- 
sure in a mode offensive to the Canadian people, by 
seeking unconstitutionally anc impolitically. to cir- 
cumascribe the prerogative of the Crown. But at the 
same time he did not approve of the measure. At 
present the Canadians had to import wheat for their 
own consumption ; if they sent grain to this country, 
they must supply its place by American corn on 
which they were now to pay a duty of 36. All along 
the fronticr line, a smuggling traffic, with its demo- 
ralising consequences, would spring up, which, from 
his own personal knowledge, he affirmed it would be 
8 repress. The law would not facilitate 
the introduetion of any additional quantity of grain 
from the United States; the alarm on this subject 
was altogether extraordinary. 


Mr GrApsroxk observed, that though many of the 
preceding speakers had redeemed their pledges, 
yet scarce any two of them were agreed. Lord 
Stanley had not said that the House was pledged 
to the Canadians; but that the government had 
committed itself, and was bound to fulfil its un- 
dertaking, and that it was for the House to con- 
sider whether it had not given a tacit assent to that 
fulfilment. The Canadian legislature had passed 
their bill unanimously, and with remarkable cor- 
diality. With respect to the fear of smuggling, he 
pointed out that the line of frontier where smuggling 
was practicable happened to be in a part of the country 
which produced no corn. After answering in detail 
a variety of points in the speeches of members on 
the other side, Mr Gladstone observed, that the 
question was a small one with reference to English 
consumption and English agriculture, but a great one 
with reference to the welfare of Canada. The 
advocates of protection for British agriculture did not 
generally desire protection as against the corn of the 
colonists ; all they sought was to prevent the intro- 
duction of corn really foreign ; and against that intro- 
duction he believed that this measure would continue 
effectually to guard. 

The debate was then adjourned. 


Monday, May 22. 
CANADA CORN BILL. 

Mr Woprnovsx, in resuming the adjourned de- 
bate, expressed his regret that he should now be 
obliged to speak and vote against friends with whom 
he had acted cordially for the last twenty-five years. 
He foresaw that on the renewal of the charter of the 
bank of England the subject of the currency must 
undergo 22 revision, as a consequence of our 
corn- law legislation. 

Mr Epwarp ELLICR declared his strong conviction 
that the worst tax which could be devised was one 
on the food of the people; which he coupled with 
another opinion, that British agriculture had nothing 
to fear from competition. Regarding the govern- 
ment measure as a benefit to Canada, and one greater 
than any other administration could pass at the pre- 
sent time, he cordially supported it, in spite of its 
defects; and he strongly deprecated Mr Labouchere’s 
amendment because he thought it a most injudicious 
thing to propose to address the Crown to disallow an 
act of the Canadian legislature, passed as it had been 
almost unanimously, more especially when viewed 
in connexion with a boon eagerly expected, as a re- 
lief to the difficulties and cmbarrassments under 
which the trade of Canada now laboured. 

Mr Trotter and Mr Suitu O’Britn supported the 
motion; the latter gentleman premising that if the 
fate of government depended on his single vote, he 
very much doubted if he could resist the temptation 
of turning them out. 

Mr Bucx had supported the present corn law, 
when it was passed last year, because he hoped it 
was a settlement of the question. He very much 
dreaded the effects of this government measure, and 
could not support it. 

Sir Cuartes Napier made some statements in 
order to show that the government measure would 
be wholly nugatory and ineffective. 

Lord Sanpon argued, on the contrary, that the 
measure would place the Canadians nearly on the 
footing of British subjects, and be a great benefit to 
the colony. 

Mr Hawes was surprised that the agricultural 
members should be so much alarmed about the 
measure, for it was eee, protective, and could 
not possibly do them harm by encouraging any ex- 
tensive importation—they might safely vote for it. 
It did not appear that corn could be profitably im- 
ported from Canada unless prices were ranging in 
this country as high as 60s. The measure was op- 
poe to all sound commercial principles; was calcu- 
ated to reproduce in Canada conflicting interests and 
a free trade struggle similar to what was going on 
here; and it was pre-eminently hostile to the United 
States, with which it was peculiarly our interest to 
open a direct trade in grain. 

Mr Hume advised the doubting and distracted agri- 


culturists to learn wisdom from the experience of 
the last two years, and cross over at once to free trade 
opinions as the only means of coming to a settlement 
of their difficulties. By quoting the insignificant 
amounts of importation from Canada since 1836, as 
compared with the — prices which have revailed 
in this country, he inferred that if so little had been 
done under a free system, the alarm as to the conse- 
quences of this measure was altogether groundless. 
He should not support the amendment for refusing 
the royal assent to the Canadian act, because he 
wished to see the province treated as an English 
county by the complete fulfilment of the government 
pledges. N 8 

Mr Cumminc Bruce had promised to his consti- 
tuents that he would oppose the government measure, 
but farther information had altered his intention, 
as he was now satisfied it was not a measure of free 
trade. 

Mr Banine said that, so far as the present measure 
would be effective it would bolster up the agricultural 
interest of Canada; and to that he was decidedly 
opposed, for it was now 1 admitted that 
our present system of corn laws would not last much 
longer. Why, therefore, create a new protection, 
which must ere long be withdrawn ? 

Sir Rosert Peer said the immediate question 
before the House was not the merits of the government 
measure, which might be fully discussed hereafter, 
but whether or not the House should adopt the un- 
precedented course of addressing the Crown to refuse 
the royal assent to an act of colonial legislature. 
The Canadian legislature, assembled under novel and 
peculiar circumstances, had been invited by the 
responsible advisers of the Crown to pass this act; and 
he hoped that the House of Commons would not adopt 
the unusual course of asking for the interposition of 
a veto. The speeches which had been made in the 
course of the debate had clearly shown that ministers 
were not abandoning the principle of a sliding scale, 
nor trifling with the agricultural interest; the 
measure was no diminution of the protection now 
enjoyed. Nodoubt, American corn brought through 
Canada would be subject to a fixed duty; but there 
was no alternative, for there was no system of 
averages in Canada, by which to levy it in a different 
manner. It could not be denied that this measure 
would be a boon to Canada ; the faith and honour of 
the executive government were pledged to do what 
they could to carry it. Under the irritating circum- 
stances of our then intercourse with the United 
States it was of the utmost importance to conciliate 
the Canadians, without whose good will and affection 
the colony would prove the weakest point in our 
whole empire. These considerations had moved the 
government in proposing this measure, which was 
ardently desired by the Canadians, and was not 
calculated to affect home agriculture, either directly 
by large importations, or by smuggling, which, under 
the circumstances, could not reasonably be supposed 
to be carried on to any extent whatever. Let them, 
then, recollect the interests involved; if the House con- 
sidered itself a better judge of colonial interests than 
the House of Assembly, why permit them to legislate? 
The spirit which bee the amendment was 
similar to that which had proposed the extinction of 
the Jamaica legislature; he could not deny their 
power to reject the measure, but let them beware of 
the consequences. 

Lord Joun RusszLL censured Sir Robert Peel for 
making the unnecessary and imprudent declaration 
that Canada was the weakest part of the empire. 
They had been told of the mortification to the Crown 
contained in the amendment; it might be a mortifi- 
cation to the ministers, or to Sir R. Peel, identify- 
ing himself with the Crown; but it was — * 
constitutional for the House to address the Crown 
with a notification of its opinion that the throne 
was surrounded with ill advisers. There did not 
exist any particular desire on the part of the 
Canadian legislature for this measure, for they had 
3 rejected a proposition for a fixed duty, and 

ad only passed this act on the inducement of the 
government. Let them lower the duties on Canadian 
corn, without any condition whatever. They were 
now about to complicate the corn question with a 
triplicate system ofa sliding scale, and different rates 
of a fixed duty, applied differently to different eo- 
lonies. The plain meaning of the measure was the 
extension of monopoly and restriction to our colonial 
empire, for the principle was applicable to every 
colony. It appears from government admissions that 
Canada barely produced corn for its own supply ; 
and it was clear that the cost of conveyance from the 
United States through the province would be a bar 
to a trade which ought to be carried on directly. 
Without agreeing in the apprehensions of the agri- 
culturalists, he did think it was not discreet to bring 
forward such changes, unless upon some clear neces- 
sity. But these ministers seemed to like change for 
the sake of change—from fixed duty to sliding scale, 
from sliding scale back again to fixed duty—in short, 
whosoever was a lover of alterations, to him they said, 
we are the men for you, we are the men to change 
everything. 

The House then divided— 


For Mr Labouchere’s amendment .... 156 

f WQ F 344 

Majority against it ........... 188 
MISCELLANEOUS. 


Complete Surrracr.—The following is a list of 
the minority who voted in favour of Mr Sharman 
Crawford's motion on Thursday night, for leave to 
bring in a bill to secure a full representation of the 

cople, and shorten the duration of parliaments :-— 

lake, Sir V. Hatton, Capt. V. Tanered, H. W. 
Blewitt. Reginald Hindley, Charles Thornley, Thomas 
Bowring, Dr Johnson, General Trelawny, J. S. 
Brotherton, Joseph Marsland, H. Villiers, Charles P. 
Christie, W. D. Muntz, G. F. Wakley, Thomas 


Collett, John Murphy, F. S. Ward, H. G. 
Collins, William O’Brien, J. Waun, J. I. 
Curteis, H. B. Pechell, Captain Williams, W. 
Duncan, George Plumridge, Capt 

Ewart, W. Roebuck, J. A. TELLERS, 
Fielden, J. Scholefield, J. Crawford, W. 8. 
Gibson, T. M. Strickland, Sir G. Duncombe, T. 8. 


The following are the names of members who voted 
for Mr Crawford's motion last year, but did not vote 
on the present occasion: 


Aglionby, H. A. Esmonde, Sir T. Powell, P. 
Armstrong, Sir A. Ferguson, Col Trotheroe, E. 
Bernal, R. Grunger, T. C. Roche, Sir D. 
Blake, Mark Hall, Sir B. Roche, G. B. 
Blake, M. J. Johnston, A. Rundle, J. 
Bodkin, J. J. Leader, J. T. Senate, R. 
Bridgman, II. Napier, Sir C. Smith, B. 
Browne, R. D. Norreys, Sir D. J. Somers, J. P. 
Busfeild, W. O’Brien, C. Sommerville, Sir W. 
Cobden, R. O'Connell, D. Turner, E. 
Currie, R. O'Connell, M. Walker, R. 
Deninstoun O'Connell, M. J. Wood, B. 
Duke, Sir J. O'Connell, J. Yorke, H. R. 
Ellice, E. Paget, Lord W. 


Elphinstone Thilpotts, J. 
Mr Hawes appears to have been almost the only whig 
present, and he voted against the motion. 

Foreign Corn.—Lord J. Russell gave notice that 
on going into committee on the Canada Corn bill, he 
should move that all those words be omitted which 
make the act of the imperial parliament dependent 
on the act of the legislature of Canada. He also 
gave notice, that after the Whitsun holidays he 
should move that the House resolve itself into a com 
mittee of the whole House, for the purpose of regu- 
lating the importation of foreign corn. 

Tanit1.—Sir G. Grey, on moving for some papers 
respecting the French occupation of Tahiti, eulogised 
the English missionaries, and asked several questions 
on the subject. Sir R. Peel said 

He was perfectly ready to concur in N word of praise of 
the conduct of the missionaries which had fallen from the right 
hon. gentleman opposite, and the noble lord behind him; and 
he was not at all surprised at the anxiety manifested upon the 
subject, which he acknowledged to be one of great importance, 
The government were anxious that the verbal assurances which 
had been given on the subject by the French government should 
be placed upon record. They accordingly applied for, and 
received in writing from the French minister, that in conducting 
the affairs of Tahiti, the French government would act upon the 
great principle from which they had never departed—viz., they 
would allow the perfect liberty of worship, protection to the 
subjects of friendly powers, and they would perform the no less 
sacred duty of favouring the labours undertaken for extending 
the benefits of Christianity. These assurances were now officially 
in the records of the Foreign office. : 

Tur Gates or Somnautu.-—On Friday, in answer 
to Mr W. O. Stanley, who inquired, amidst loud 
laughter, whether, in the event of the gates of Som- 
nauth not being required in India, there would be 
any objection to deposit them in the British Museum, 
Sir R. Peel said he was not surprised at the anxiety 
of the hon. member to obtain for this country those 
valuable gates [a laugh]. By an official letter, 
lately received from Lord Ellenborough, he learned 
that at that advanced season it was not deemed advi- 
sable to carry the gates further than Agra, and there 
he proposed for the present to leave them [a laugh]. 

Mr Ewanr gave notice that he should renew the 
motion (which he had suspended in consequence of 
the motion of the honourable member for Wolver- 
hampton) for a final and immediate settlement of 
the corn laws, unless the notice given by the noble 
lord, the member for London, had the same object 
in view. 

Facrorizs BIII.— The committee on this bill is 
postponed for the present. On Monday Sir J. Gra- 
ham said that government would be prepared to 
state on Friday what course they would pursue with 
respect to that measure. 

Cuurcnu oF Scortanp.—Sir James Graham, in 
answer to Sir A. L. Hay, said he had received from 
the Lord High Commissioner the answer of the 
General Assembly of the church of Scotland to her 
Majesty's letter. It was accompanied with an inti- 
mation that ninety-three endowed ministers, along 
with a considerable number of guad sacra ministers, 
had seceded from the Assembly. The government 
were prepared to act up to their recorded declara- 
tions, and would be guided by their observation of 
the proceedings of the General Assembly as to what 
remedial measures they would propose to the legis- 
lature, in order to relieve the difficulties of the 
church. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Friday, May 19. 


On the motion of the Marquis of Clanricarde the 
Sudbury Disfranchisement bill was ordered to be 
read a second time that day six months. 

REPEAL OF THE UNION.— The Marquis of Down- 
shire presented a petition from the Protestant Ope- 
rative society of Belfast against the repeal of the 
union. The noble lord expressed his deep regret at 
the agitation at present existing in Ireland to effect 
that object. He had seen with great pain the con- 
duct of the Roman catholic clergy. Dr Higgins, es- 
pecially, had said with reference to the aristocracy 
of that and the sister country that he entertained 
but one opinion of them, and that was contempt.— 
Lord Beaumont also strongly deprecated the lan- 
guage and conduct of the Catholic priesthood. If 
what was attributed to them was true, they had vio- 
lated the oath taken on going into orders. Nothing 
could be more injurious to that church than such 
conduct. For his own part he should give the go- 
vernment every support in his power to put down 
the agitation.—Lord Kenmare expressed himself in 
similar terms. 


Monday, May 22. 


Tue Conquest or Scixpz.— The Marquis of Clan- 
ricarde called attention to the recent transactions in 
Scinde, and asked certain questions as to the annex- 
ation of the territory, and the nature of the demands 
which had been made upon the Ameers. The Duke 
of Wellington said, that the only authority for the 
annexation of the territory was mere rumour. Ne- 
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votiations had been opened for a new treaty with 
he Ameers, which had been concluded on the 15th 


of February; and on the following morning the poli- 
tical agent and his escort in Hyderabad had been 


treacherously attacked, and after an action of several 
hours had retired to their boats on the Indus. Sir 
C. Napier moved to their assistance, and on the 17th 
of February an action had been fought which brought 
about the capture of the Ameers, their cannon, and 
the city of Hyderabad. When the accounts in full 
should arrive of the whole of the transactions he 
would readily communicate the amplest information 
to the House. No instructions had been sent out 
relative to the occupation of Scinde. 


The Complete Suffrage Mobement. 


COMPLETE SUFFRAGE DEMONSTRATION 


AT BIRMINGHAM. 
(From our own Correspondent.) 


BrrMinGuamM, Monday night. 
I am happy to inform you that the cause of com- 
plete suffrage received this day a strong impetus. 
As you are already aware, twenty-six members of 
the town council voted on a motion by Alderman 
Weston in favour of complete suffrage, and by so 
doing conferred an importance on the movement in 
this town, which it did not perhaps before possess. 
At all events it succeeded in arousing a large share 
of public attention to the question, more especially 
on the part of the middle classes, who are more im- 
mediately represented in our corporation. The 
Council of the Complete Suffrage Union, anxious to 
avail themselves of this improved feeling in faveur 
of their principles, resolved on entertaining the gen- 
tlemen who voted in the town council on the ocea- 
sion referred to, at a soiree to be given in the Town 
hall. Arrangements were accordingly made for the 
festivity, and a number of highly respectable and 
influential gentlemen from London and other parts of 
the country were invited to meet them. The Council 
also deemed it advisable to avail themselves of the 
occasion for the transaction of more general business 
in connexion with the movement, and for that pur- 
pose a meeting of delegates was convened at the 
Public office this morning 


First To give information as to the character of the eonstitu- 
encies in the districts with which they were connected—the 
politics of the sitting member or members, and the means avail- 
able with a view to the return to parliament of complete suf- 
frage candidates. 

Second—To consider how to obtain the co-operation of elee- 
tors resident in market towns and villages—the best practical 
mode of enlightening the public mind to a correct knowledge of 
the principles and objects of the Complete Suffrage Union—the 
property qualification of members of parliament, and how it 
affected the suffrage movement—together with any other matter 


which might seem calculated to promote the healthful progress 
of the cause. 


, Third—To form electoral committee? to watch the registration 
—provide complete suffrage candidates for any vacancies which 


may occur—and generally to carry out the plans to be suggested 
at the meeting. 


JosePpH Strunk, Esq., presided on the occasion. 
There was a large number of delegates present, 
amongst whom were Mr Booth Gray, of Northamp- 
ton; Mr Christopher Dickenson, of Bewdley; Mr 
Henry Vincent; Mr Hetherington, of London; Mr 
H. Edgar, of Coventry; Mr Edward Williams, Mr 
Hill, and Mr Cook, of Dudley; Mr Dadswell, of 
Kidderminster; Mr Thos Hair, of Kidderminster ; 
Mr Hardy, of Worcester ; Mr Oswell, of Coventry ; 
Colonel Thompson, Mr John Collins, Mr Councillor 
Perry, Mr Pumphrey, Mr Councillor Field, Mr 
Councillor Barlow, Mr Councillor Baldwin, Mr 
Councillor W. H. Smith, Mr Councillor Oram, Mr 
Rawlinson, Mr Hawkes, Mr Albright, Mr Morgan; 
the Rev. T. Spencer, of Bath; Mr Beggs, of Not- 
tingham, and other gentlemen. 

The Cuarrman briefly opened the business, by 
observing that the Council of the Complete Suffrage 
Union, aware of the vast importance of attending to 
the registration, and of providing complete suffrage 
candidates, in the event of a gencral election, or 
partial resignations throughout the district, had 
deemed it necessary to send circulars into that and 
the adjoining counties, with a view to obtain accu- 
rate information upon the subject, and cause the 
necessary arrangements to be made for carrying out 
their object. He had lately visited Newcastle and 
other places, where committees were appointed for 
the purpose stated, and which he had no doubt 
would be found very efficient in case their services 
should be required. There was one fact of great 
importance which he ought perhaps to mention, and 
that was, wherever they had had an opportunity of 
testing public opinion upon complete suffrage prin- 
ciples, the result far surpassed their most sanguine 
expectations [hear, hear]. One great thing neces- 
sary in starting candidates was to be first in the 
field. They were liable to be charged with dividin 
the reform interest; but if they were first in the fiel 
with their candidate, that charge could not be made 
against them, because they had an undoubted right 

“to put up a candidate to represent their principles. 
Circumstances were now pressing matters to a crisis, 
which would, in all probability, lead to a gencral 
election much sooner than many imagined; and he 
was glad to find that they would have, on that occa- 
sion, the assistance of their highly-valued friend, 
Colonel Thompson, and other gentlemen of much 
experience in electioneering matters. 

The Secretary then read letters from the Rev. T. 
White, Northampton; the Rev. W. Robinson, Ket- 
tering; and Thos White, Esq., late mayor of Eve— 
sham, apologising for their inability to attend. 
The Curran then requested the delegates to give 
in their returns seriatim respecting their various 
constituencies. In reference to the Birmingham con- 
stituency he had a very strong impression that they 
would have no difficulty in getting candidates. He 


did hope that their two members would be quite up | 


to the mark. Mr Muntz said he had not quite made 
up his mind with respect to annual parliaments, but 
he (Mr S.) had no doubt that he would, in time, be 
able to reconcile this point with his convictions. He 
thought they might safely reckon on a majority of 
the electors being in favour of complete suffrage. In- 
deed they could not have a better proof of the feel- 
ings of the electors, than they would that evening 
have, when entertaining so large a number of the 
corporation, who had voted in favour of complete 
suffrage. 

Mr Hawxgs said they might positively calculate 
upon a large majority of the electors of Birmingham 
being in favour of complete suffrage. 

Councillor W. H. Smirx had not the least doubt 
upon this point. Both their present members were 
certain to vote for complete suffrage, and do their 
utmost to forward that great principle. 

Councillor Batpwin said, that if their present 
members pledged themselves to vote for complete 
suffrage, they would be returned; but if they de 
clined doing this, they would get others to supply 
their places. 

Councillor ORAM said there should be no mistake 
in the matter. They must ask their members direct 

uestions, and have direct answers. They must be 
ecided upon the subject, or the electors would not 
cross the threshold to serve them in future. 

The CuarrMan observed that both their members 
had voted well on Sharman Crawford's late motion, 
and he thought they had nothing whatever to fear 
respecting them. 

Mr Joux Couitns advised some arrangements to 
be made with respect to Warwick. They had one 
excellent representative there, Mr Collins, whom no 
influence could upset. 

Mr Smita recommended that Mr Tomes or some 
of his family be applied ts. 

Mr Epaar reported from Coventry that there was 
a growing fecling of democracy in that city, but still 
a strong party feeling existed in favour of Mr Ellice, 
which would render his removal difficult. 

Mr Harpy, of Worcester, reported that they could 
return a whig and one complete suffrage man, but 
that if they attempted more the representation would 
fall into the hands of the society. His opinion was, 
that they had better get all the good men they could 
in, if they could not get in all they wished. 

The CuarrnmMan and several other gentlemen said 
that the propriety—nay, the absolute necessity of 
putting up complete suffrage candidates, had been 
already finally decided upon, and the doctrine of ex- 
pediency had been completely repudiated. 

Mr Heruertneton, of London, said that wherever 
the whig candidate would come over to their prin- 
ciples they would of course receive them, but in his 
judgment they could not, without evident injury to 
themselves, abandon the principle they had laid 
down on any account. 

Mr Vincent, from his experience in such matters, 
was enabled to say that, if they meant to carry out 
their principles, 5 must act determinedly on the 
plan which had been laid down. ‘They could do no 
good until they created public opinion, and for cre- 
ating public opinion they could have no better op- 
portunity than that which a contested election would 
afford. ‘They might depend upon it they would do 
no good until they destroyed the influence which 
the London Whig Reform club was in the habit of 
exercising at their elections. ‘These gentlemen car- 
ried on a regular system of trafficking in seats which 
must be upset, and the sooner they boldly set about 
the work the better. 

Mr Hit, of Dudley, announced that they had 
reason to expect a speedy vacancy in that borough, 
and if their worthy chairman would come over to 
offer himself he would do more than any other man 
towards breaking down the aristocratic influence 
which at present kept Dudley in thraldom. IIe 
would—he could not, promise success, but he would 
say he knew no man who stood higher in the esti- 
mation of the people than Mr Sturge. 

Mr Cook, of Dudley, deprecated the principle of 
expediency, and the moment the whigs threw that 
doctrine overboard, and boldly took their stand upon 
principle, they might safely calculate upon his ser- 
vices, whatever they were worth. 

Mr Dapswett, of Kidderminster, reported that Mr 
Godson, the representative, was about to receive an 
office in one of the newly-created courts, in conse- 
quence of which there would be a vacancy, in a 
short time, in that borough, and he had very little 
doubt that it they had the benefit of a good lecturer, 
capable of arousing public opinion, they would be 
able to return a good member. 

Mr Hair, of Kidderminster, and Mr Gray, of 
Northampton, made a few observations, after which 

‘olonel Tuompson expressed his opinion in favour 
of putting up complete suffrage candidates on all occa- 
sions where an opportunity presented itself. At the 
same time, they must act with caution and prudence, 
with a view of securing as many good men as they 
could, without offering unnecessary violence to the 
feelings of those who might differ from them. They 
must be firm and determined, but without cvincing 
any undue hostility to their opponents. 

Mr Brads, of Nottingham, concurred in the pro- 
priety of testing public opinion on all occasions, by 
putting up complete suffrage candidates. 

It was then resolved that the following gentlemen 
be appointed a committee for the midland districts 
to correspond on the subject of the parliamentary elec- 
tions occurring in the district, and to take measures 
for bringing forward complete suffrage candidates as 
frequently as possible, and that the committee have 
power to add to their number:—Mr Henry Hawkes, 
Councillors Baldwin and Barlow, Mr W. Morgan, 
Rev. J. White, Charles Dickinson, F. Edgar of 
Coventry, Mr Hair of Kidderminster, and Mr Hardy 
of Worcester. 


THE SOIREE. 


In the evening the entertainment to the members 
of the Town Council took place at the Town Hall, 
and was most respectably attended. In addition to 
the gentlemen who attended the morning meeting, 
we observed Sharman Crawford, Esq., W., Law- 
rence Heyworth, Esq., of Liverpool, the Rev. Mr 
Cheatle, the Rev. J. Brookes, the Rev. T. Morgan, 
the Rev. Hugh Hutton, George Edmonds, Esq., 
clerk of the peace, Mr Alderman Weston, Mr J. 
Webster, Charles Twamley, Esq., of Dudley, the 
Rev. Peter Sibree, and Councillors Court, Atkinson, 
Charles Smith, Goodricke, Palmer, W. Clarke, Shaw, 
Field, ‘Trueman, Haycock, Perry, Spicer, Comforth, 
Rawlings, Page, and Matchett. 

The organ gallery was filled by a large number of 
highly respectable ladics and gentlemen, and the 
floor of the hall was occupied by the main body of 
the company, who had attended to testify their re- 
spect for the individuals who had so nobly vindicated 
the principles of complete suffrage in the Town Coun- 
eil. ‘Tea and cake, &e., were supplied in profusion, 
and with the utmost order and regularity, by the 
numerous stewards who had undertaken this duty, 
and all parties seemed gratified with the attention 
displayed, and the admirable arrangements made for 
their comfort and accommodation. 

The repast having concluded, the Rev. T. Morgan 
rose and proposed that Joseph Sturge, Esq., do take the 
chair. (The proposition was received with loud cheers.) 

GruorGe Epmonps, Esq., rose to second the mo- 
tion. He attended on the present occasion to express 
his approbation of the principles of complete suffrage, 
which he had, in point of fact, advocated for a period of 
thirty years ; principles which he had maintained with 
all that enthusiasm arising from a conviction of their 
importance to the general happiness of mankind (cheers). 
In early life he had felt that no one deserved the name of 
man who could reflect upon millions of God's creatures 
being reduced to a state of wretchedness and destitution, 
without a desire to make efforts for their amelioration. 
He confessed he could not but feel deep regret that the 
great cause of improvement and progressive reform had 
been injured by the want of prudence on the part of 
some portion of the people, and the want of honesty on 
the part of others who professed to be their friends. He 
also attended their meeting for the = of testifying 
his respect for the man who presided at the head of 
the present movement, and who, for the great sacrifice 
he had made in the cause of human happiness, could not 
be too highly esteemed by his fellow-men (cheers). He, 
therefore, most heartily seconded the nomination of that 
gentleman to the chair. 

Mr. SturGe here took the chair amidst loud and 
enthusiastic cheering, after which he rose and addressed 
the meeting as follows:—I hold in my hand two letters 
from our representatives for this borough, and I have 
great pleasure to inform you that when others, who 
ought to have been present, were absent, these gentle- 
men were at their posts, and gave their votes in favour of 
the, motion of my friend, Sharman Crawford, I am 
sure, when they act in that way, we may well excuse 
their attendance on an occasion like the present, par- 
ticularly when we know that they are otherwise en- 
gaged. I have, however, received two letters from our 
members, extracts from which, with permission, I shall 
read to the meeting. The first is from Mr. Scholefield :— 

* London, May 20, 1813. 

“My dear Friend,—You know how much every hour of my 
time is necessarily occupied, and you are also aware that my 
motion, for the substitution of a tax on realised property, in lieu 
of some of the most oppressive taxes on the poor man's neces- 
saries of life, comes on in a day or two after the 22d, which puts 
it out of my power to leave town next week till after the 25th, 

“It is my sineere belief that an extension of the suffrage, with 
vote by ballot, and a shorter duration of parliaments, can alone 
save this country from being driven, some time or other, to 
actual rebellion, by the folly and selfishness of the higher and 
privileged classes. Believe me that no one more earnestly de- 
sires to see the unenfranchised in possession oftheir rights than 
does your friend, * JOSHUA SCHOLEFIELD, 

„Joseph Sturge.” 

Mr. Muntz writes as follows :— 

“6, Manchester Buildings, London, May 20, 1843, 

„ Dear Sir —I have to acknowledge your favour of yesterday, 
enclosing an invitation to attend a svirée of the Complete 
Suffrage Union, at the Birmingham Town-hall, on the 22d instant, 
which Lam unable to accept, as must remain in town to attend 
the debate upon the Factory Bill on that evening, 

* Yours faithfully, „G. F. MUNTZ, 

„Joseph Sturge, Esq., Birmingham.” 

Those (continued Mr. Sturge) who take the public 
press of. Birmingham, and many other parts of the united 
kingdom, or the divisions in the House of Commons, as 
a criterion of the progress of the complete suffrage 
cause, will, I believe, be greatly deceived as to the rate 
of its advancement; fcr while these would show a 
stationary and even a retrograde position of this great 
question, there never perhaps was atime in which it was 
really taking a firmer or more extensive hold of the 
1 especially of the reflecting, intelligent, and 
Christian part of the community. One proof of this is 
the fact that we have on the present occasion the gratifi- 
cation of entertaining twenty-six members of our own 
corporation, who, in the face of the odium which the 
enemies of the people have cast upon the cause, had the 
moral courage publicly to record their votes in its favour, 
Recent events are pushing it forward with still accele- 
rating speed. Amongst these events Sir James Graham's 
National Sect Establishment Education Bill is not the 
least important. ‘This has, I believe, induced thousands 
of the middle classes to ask themselves the question, 
“If the people had been properly represented, would 
any minister of the crown have dared to insult the 
country by bringing forward such a measure?“ And 
probably there are very many who have also, asked 
themselves another question, “ IIave we much right to 
complain of this measure, as long as we cease to claim 
for the poorest of our countrymen 2 * as 
well as civil and religious right which we hold to be due 
to ourselves?” ‘The separation in the Scotch Church, 
which has just taken place, will also no doubt give a 
powerful impulse to our cause. I have this morning re- 
ceived a letter from Edinburgh, which says :— 
„ Edinburgh, May 20, 1813. 

„ My dear Sir — The struggle is over, and the people are free! 
Four hundred and sixteen ministers of the Church of Seotlarid 
have left her connexion. I now stand forth to the world on the 
firm platform of voluntaryiem. Christian principle has chiefly 
done this. The lower ground on which we might trace the 
cause of the secession, is the democratic pressure from without” 
loud aud long-continued cheering), 
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The late division on the motion for the abolition of 
the corn laws in the House of Commons will also add 
greatly, amongst the electors, to ourranks. In reference 
to this subject, as blame has been attached to me b 
some of my zealous anti-corn law friends, because 
ceased to co-operate with them, perhaps I may be per- 
mitted to state the principal reason why I adopted this 
course. It is now upwards of four years ago since I 
gave my opinion publicly to the anti-corn law delegates, 
then assembled in Laden, that they would not obtain 
what they sought except through an extension of the 
suffrage. Some of those present, including one or two 
members of Parliament, strongly dissented from this 
opinion. After this, however, I gave my full share of 
time and money to the support of the anti-corn law 
cause for three years longer. I then told the leaders of 
this movement that I should cease to make further sa- 
crifices in what I considered a hopeless effort, and devote 
more attention to the removal of the master monopoly, 
class legislation. Time will show whether I am right in 
the opinion, that a landlord Parliament will not abolish 
the monopoly of food. I should, however, very much 
regret that it was for a moment supposed the efforts for 
the abolition of the corn laws and for complete suffrage 
were opposed to or even rivals to each other; for I be- 
lieve it will be found that few things have added more to 
the supporters of the latter than the agitation of the 
question of the abolition of all taxes upon the food of the 
people ; though I think some of its parliamentary sup- 
porters did not give my friend, William Sharman Craw- 
ford, all the aid in the House of Commons which he 
had a right to expect. It is due, however, to Richard 
Cobden and Joseph Hume to read the following letter I 
received from the former this morning, explaining the 
reason of their absence when the division took place :— 

„Manchester, Saturday Evening. 

“ My dear Sturge,—Your letter reached me just as I was 
going to Uxbridge to attend a farmers’ meeting, to which I had 
been invited 2 Crawford’s motion was fixed for that day. 
Hume and I posted back to the House, as soon as the meeting 
was over, in hopes of being able to take a part at least in the 
division: but to our great mortification the debate had closed 
half an hour before we arrived. I should have been glad to have 
recorded my vote with our friend Crawford ; and Hume had 
prepared for a good speech on the occasion. I need not tell 
rou that the debate was a flat one, in consequence of the Tories 
aving shirked discussion; nor need I tell one who has so much 
experience as yourself in agitation, that your work lies entirely 
with the constituencies—that House is moved only when the 
electors are in motion. 

“* Believe me, yours very truly, 

„ RICHARD COBDEN.” 
One advantage of the ordeal of evil report through 
which the cause of complete suffrage has passed, is 
enabling the people to judge more correctly in whom 
they may place confidence. I think they are right in 

the extreme caution they show towards their professin 

friends of the middle classes, until they have fully prove 
them; but they must be equally cautious with regard to 
others. The importance of this has been recently shown 
in this town, by the public proof that a man named 
William Barlow, while acting as a professed Chartist 
in getting up 2 meetings, &c., was regularly in the 
pay of the police, in plain clothes, and acting as a spy 
uring the period our police was under the control of 
Government. You will see from this and many other 
facts which might be named, that it is most important 
we should not only agree in right principles and mea- 
sures, but that we intrust them to honest men to carry 
them out; and I never yet knew an individual whose 
private character would not bear investigation, who was 
fit to be intrusted with the management ofa public cause. 
The division in the House of Commons on Thursday 


night, on this question, leaves it beyond any doubt that 


the public must give up all hope of obtaining justice 
from it as now constituted; for, probably, there never 
was a period in the history of our country, except the 
present, in which not more than one in twenty of the 
professed representatives of the people could be found to 
vote even for leave to bring in a bill for the — e 
representation of the people, and to shorten the dura- 
tion of Parliaments. The public must henceforth entirely 
depend upon themselves; and while I hold it to be alike 
impolitic and unchristian in any case whatever to resort 
to physical force to obtain justice for ourselves or others, 
Jam convinced there is a point at which it is not only 
justifiable, but the duty of the Christian to carry out, 
that most irresistible of all means of overcoming an un- 
just government, a calm but invincible determination not 
to obey. Knowing how many much more able to address 
you are present, I will only add that there never was a 
time which called more loudly for the united support of 
all classes, in demanding a complete representation of 
the people. Our country, though possessing all the 
elements of the most prosperous nation upon earth, and 
capable under just laws of maintaining three times 
its present population in comfort and abundance, is 
rapidly if not irretrievably sinking under the enormous 
evils of class legislation. Can any one, claiming to be 


a patriot or a philanthropist, stand by, a calm spectator 


of all this, and not feel convicted of guilt by his country 
and his own conscience ; but, above all, can the disciples 
of Him whose religion emphatically teaches us, that 
“to him that knoweth to do good and doeth it not, to 
him it is sin,“ to see his fellow-citizens sinking in misery 
and despair, and not do his utmost for their relief? Ever 
bear in mind that Ie, whose doctrines some of you 
preach and whose example you all profess to follow, 
made no priestcraft distinction between your civil, reli- 
gious, or political duties, but who personally upon 
earth beautifully united in His example an attention to 
the temporal as well as spiritual maladies of those by 
whom he was surrounded; and as justice stands before 
mercy in the summary of Christian duties, so you can- 
not lay claim to true charity unless you demand for the 
humblest of your count:ymen every political right which 
you possess yourselves. (‘The worthy Chairman, the 
sentiments of whose address were warmly applauded 
throughout, sat down amidst enthusiastic cheering ) 
The CHAIRMAN again rose and said, that being 
anxious to give the meeting as much of a social cha- 
racter as posible, they had avoided anything in the 
shape of a resolution, respecting which difference of 
opinion ht occur; but he would give out what 
might be called a sentiment, and the first he had to pro- 
pose was, * Alderman Weston and the 25 Councillors 
who had voted with him in favour of a motion to peti— 
tion Parliament in favour of complete suffrage“ (cheers). 
Mr Alderman Weston rose, amidst loud cheering, 
and expressed the gratification which he felt at re— 
ceiving this mark of their approbation and respect. He 
was sure that the 25 “good men and true,“ belonging 
to the town council, who voted for his motion to peti- 
tion Parliament for an extension of the suffrage, felt 


equally gratified at the compliment which had been paid 
them; for, next to the approval of good and upright 
consciences in the honest cn of duty, was the 
approbation of their fellow-men (cheers), They did 
not look for the approbation of men in high places, for, 
he was sorry to say, that kings and princes did not look 
favourably on motives like that which they had sup- 
ported in the Birmingham town council (laughter), nor 
did lords, spiritual or temporal, nor Commons of the 
United Kingdom in Parliament assembled, as his 
worthy friend Sharman Crawford would tell them (re- 
newed laughter). But he rejoiced to meet them on the 
present occasion, as fellow-labourers in the good work 
for promoting the political liberty of mankind—first, if 
they could, the liberty of their fellow-countrymen, and 
when they had done that, the tg A of the world at 
large (cheers). He congratulated the people of Bir- 
mingham on being again assembled in that building, 
which, he trusted, would be open, henceforth, for 

eaceful, constitutional, and orderly meetings (cheers). 
He hoped he might regard this circumstance as an 
evidence of the progress which the cause was making in 
public opinion (hear, hear). Mr Weston here adverted 
to the circumstances under which he had been induced 
to bring forward the motion in the town council, and to 
which he had been urged by the misery and distress of 
his fellow-townsmen, knowing that much, if not the 
whole of it, had been produced by bad legislation 
(cheers). He was convinced that the cause in which 
they were engaged would progress and ultimately 
triumph, although he was aware that many circum- 
stances had tended to retard it. The violence of some 
partics, who assumed to be the leaders of the people, 
had inflicted on it almost irreparable mischief; for the 
middling classes, naturally timid, shrunk from anything 


in the shape of violence, and, therefore, they kept back 


from the movement; but, nevertheless, they had suffi- 
cient ground to look with confidence to the progress of 
their cause 8 

Mr. Councillor BALpwin also briefly addressed the 
meeting, and expressed himself decidedly favourable to 
complete suffrage. He had himself sprung from the 
working classes. He knew them well, and he should con- 
sider himself not worthy of the position he then held, if 
he could for one moment refuse to give them those rights 
to which they were entitled equally with their fellow- 
subjects whom Providence had placed in more favour- 
able circumstances. 

The next sentiment given from the chair was called 
the three graces,“ the threefold cord of civil, religious, 
and commercial freedom ! 

Colonel THoMPson, in rising to speak to this senti- 
ment, was received with loud cheers. He said the sen- 
timent would act as an encouragement to many a os 
and hearty friend of the people’s happiness throughout 
the country. They had seen many efforts for the ad- 
vancement of that cause, and the complete suffrage 
movement was perhaps the most important and pressing 
of all, for it went directly to the root of the evil—a reform 
in the representation of the country. If any doubted the 
necessity of that reform, he would direct his attention to 
the last general election, when a million—some said two 
millions—of money had been spent in the grossest 
bribery and corruption; and what had their legislators 
done since? What cruel and unjust wars had they not 
engaged in to destroy the liberties of foreign nations; 
removing sovereigns the choice of the people, and 
placing in their stead men who were so hateful by their 
imbecility and vices that nothing but foreign support 
could sustain them. The name of the sovereign was 
also made use of by the minister in a way which any 
man, woman, or child must know to be unconstitutional, 
for the purpose of declaring that certain things shall not 
be done, and, if done, shall be opposed ; thus making 
himself the instrument of shaking the title of that so- 
vereign to the throne; for which he ought to be brought 


-to condign punishment. This was the result of the 


erying evil of bad representation, which they sought to 
remedy; and he would urge the meeting to consider 
whether they might not more speedily accomplish the 
good purpose which they had in view, by joining in the 
movement of the body struggling for the liberty of com- 
merce or the liberty of conscience, whilst they might at 
the same time retain their name and object, instead of 
dividing forces, and thus giving the enemy the advan- 
tage of a weakness which they were never known to 
exhibit. Let them learn and gain wisdom even from 
their opponents, and join with that a spirit of concilia- 
tion and union, and they should see whether that 
scripture was right or not which said, “the threefold 
cord is not easily to be broken.” The gallant colonel 
concluded a long and eloquent address amidst general 
applause. 

The CiaAirMAN said, that he felt satisfied that, if the 
troops and money of England were to be employed un- 
constitutionally to put down the free expression of public 
opinion in Ireland, the people of England would protest 
against any such proceedings (cheers). 

The Rev. Tiios. Spencer, of Bath, next addressed the 
meeting, and, in a very argumentative and lucid speech, 
pointed out the great advantage which would result to so- 
ciety at large from the adoption of the principles of Com- 
plete Suffrage. He explained, with 3 minuteness, the 
various points of reform for which they contended, but 
which have been already so fully explained as to render 
any lengthened notice of them here unnecessary. He 
concluded a very able address amidst loud cheering. 


LAWRENCE Heywortn, Esq., of Liverpool, then 
came forward, and was received with very great cheer- 
ing. He said he wished it was in his power to advance 
the great cause of Complete Suffrage with as much elo- 
quence as the last speaker. He was sorry he was not 
able to bring to bear so much correct reasoning on the 
subject, but he could assure them he had it at heart 
(hear, hear, hear), and he would most willingly use 
all the powers he was possessed of to promote the great 
principle of Universal or Complete Suffrage—Universal 
Suffrage rested upon an immoveable basis. He held 
that the 3 of“ Thou shalt not steal,“ al- 
though an abstract principle, was a correct one; and, if he 
understood stealing, it meant taking what did not belong 
to another man without his consent. Now, in his 
opinion, ap man who was taxed and not represented 
was robbed (hear, hear); and the nation that continued 
in the practice of thus violating the command of God, 
could not long expect to prosper. But some people 
were afraid to grant the people the suffrage because they 
were ignorant and not educated; but, he would ask, 
what was the education of their rulers? Their legis- 
lators said the people required scripture education, and 
that, of course, implied that they themselves possessed 


it. Well, they would see what use they made of their 
scriptural education. They had a corn law, although 
the scripture expressly declared that the man should 3 
—— by the por’ who holds up the corn. Now, if 
he were in the House of Commons, and told them that 
the scriptures declared that the man who held food from 
the poor should be cursed, they would laugh at him. 
Then, he asked, were these men who would laugh at 
scripture fit judges of what really was scriptural educa- 
tion? Certainly not. Then, again, they had heard of com- 
mercial treaties; and they had been told by the Premier 
that he could not consent to permit certain useful articles 
of life to come into this country, because other govern- 
ments had imposed duties upon our goods. Now, he would 
ask, if that was the fact (and there could be no doubt of 
it), was that acting according to scriptural education ? 
The scriptures declared that they were to do good for 
evil; but their legislators have returned evil for evil. 
He would ask, was it possible to select from amongst 
the people men who could act with greater inconsistency 
than those men who withheld the liberties of the people 
because of their supposed ignorance ? Their opponents 
might say that if they put the people in power they 
would send to Parliament men who would disregard the 
rights of property. Now, he should like to know how 
far their present rulers respected the rights of property ? 
(hear, hear, and applause.) Again, their legislators 
would say, that if universal suffrage members of Parlia- 
ment were in power, they would tax the property of the 
country and leave the other classes untaxed. Well, and 
suppose they did do so, what would the country lose by 
that? Nothing at all. He might have to pay perhaps 
£500 a year more than he did at present; but by re- 
lteving the great mass of the people from burdens the 
would be enabled to consume thrice the amount of all 
those articles of life by which he (Mr. H.) would 
realize infinitely more than he had been taxed. Upon 
every principle of religion, justice, morality, and even 
self-interest, he would advocate an extension of the 
suffrage to any virtuous and industrious man in the 
community who was disposed to use it (applause). 

SHARMAN CRAWFORD, Esd., M.P., then presented 
himself, and was received with the cordial acclamations 
of the meeting. The hon. gentleman, after acknow- 
ledging the distinguished honour that had been con- 
ferred upon him, in intrusting the advocacy of their 
cause into his hands, and the very flattering reception 
they had that day given him, proceeded to observe that 
he had feared he should not have been able to attend 
their festival that evening in consequence of the debate 
in Parliament; but the fact was, he found himself com- 
pletely released from all obligation to attend to the dis- 
cussion of that night. It was merely a quarrel between 
two parties, in which he had no interest; it was a ques: 
tion whether the present Ministry were to continue in 
office or to be succeeded by the Whigs. He sawno 
hope for the people in the present Parliament, and he 
urged them to persist in their constitutional struggle 
for the attainment of those rights, without which ther 
was no hope of permanent peace or prosperity for the 
country. 

Mr Jackson, from the body of the hall, proposed a 
vote of thanks to the hon. gentleman who had just ad- 
dressed them, for his truly energetic and patriotic con- 
duct in Parliament in behalf of the people. 

The motion was seconded, and carried by acclamation, 
after which, Mr Crawrorp returned his acknowledg- 
ments, evidently much affected at the enthusiastic de- 
monstration of the meeting in his favour. 

Mr Braes, of Nottingham, next addressed the meet- 
ing, and detailed the great progress which the movement 
had made in that town during the last two years. 

Mr H. VINCENT, being here loudly called for, came 
forward, and delivered one of those energetic and 
masterly displays of eloquence which have excited, not 
only in Birmingham but other towns, the admiration 
and surprise even of his political opponents; but, from 
the late hour at which he spoke, and the necessarily 
brief space left at our disposal, we are reluctantly com- 

elled to omit even a sketch of it. His allusions to 
reland were pointed and determined. He said he 
would tell Sir Robert Peel, and he would tell Sir James 
Graham, that if they attempted, by unconstitutional 
means, to crush the liberties of Ireland, he would, 
though he begged his road from town to town, go forth 
and endeavour, by all means in his power, to arouse 
public indignation against them. (This sentiment was 
received with loud and continued cheering.) 


Mr W. MorGaAn, on moving a vote of thanks to the 
chairman, said that for ten months the people of Bir- 
mingham had been kept out of that hall, and their 
thanks were due to Mr. Sturge for opening the door 
(cheers). It was not till every device which ingenuity 
could suggest had been tried, that at last an entrance 
was found for Complete Suffrage opinions in that hall. 
The persevering importunity of the chairman had procured 
it. Much had been said about public opinion, and that 
the people were the source of all power and so forth; 
but the meeting must recollect that any public opinion 
was powerless which did not represent all classes. When 
it was said that the masses were the source of power, the 
phrase meant this :—that power came from the union of 
classes into a mass. Now a mecting like the present 
was intended to effect this—to bring people together and 
exchange opinions, and create enlightened sentiment. 
The town-hall was open to the people who had long been 
shut out from sharing in the movements of the day. It 
was their own fault if they did not use it for the purposes 
which had been set forth that night For his own part 
he thanked the chairman for procuring the hall, pro- 
viding so rich an entertainment in the presence of the 
distinguished men who were present, and giving his fel-' 
low townsmen an opportunity of realizing those great 
objects of union and power which were never to be se— 
cured by men between whom no intercourse or discus- 
sion took place (hear). 

Mr. HETHERINGTON, of London, seconded the mo- 


tion, after which the meeting separated at a quarter past 
eleven o'clock. 


The following sentiments were given during the evening : 

‘Honour to WX. SuarMan Crawronp, M. P., and 
the liberal members of the House of Commons, who 
voted in favour of his motion for leave to bring in the 
Complete Suffrage Bill.“ 


„The Evecrons of Great Britain; may they awake 
to their duty in its erisis.“ 

„The NoN-ELECTORS; may they be aroused to a just 
and strong perception of their political rights as men, 
and to the best means of peaceably obtaining them.” 

‘* SELF-CULTURB ; may the people learn that they ne, 
ver will be well educated, until they educate themselves 
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Trade and Commerce. 


LONDON GAZETTE. 


The following building is certified as a place I. Bag to 
for ioe marriages, pursuant to the 6th an am 
IV., cap. 

The National Scotch church, Regent square, St Pancras. J. 

vimey, superintendent registrar. 
N 28 — ANNULLED. 

GRANT, JOHN, Bristol, baker. 

BAe iham, Hertfordshire innkeeper 

CuNDALL, Henry, Little Hadham, 1 , . 
May 26, June 30: solicitors, Messrs Milne and Co., 2, Harcourt 
buildings, Temple, London, and Messrs Gee and Taylor, Bishop's 
1 Grorak, late of Holloway, and now of Hammer- 
smith, Middlesex, auetioneer, May 26, J une 30: solicitor, Mr 
. Moss, 4, Cloak lane, Queen street, Cheapside. 

FuRzE, JouN, Paington, Devonshire, victualer, June 2, 29: so- 
licitors, Messra Willis and Francis, Newton Abbott, and Mr Pin- 
sett, London. 5 

Gon box, WILLIAM, Colchester, Essex, coach proprietor, May 
26, June 23: solicitors, Mr J. S. Barnes, Colchester, and Messrs 
Wire and Child, Swithin’s lane, London. 

Pitt, RicHARD, jun., West Bromwich, Staffordshire, hatter, 
May 27, June 29: solicitors, Mr E. Bent, Manchester, and Messrs 
Milne and Co., Temple, London. 

SPBYER, PHILIP, and ScuuBacn, Joszrn, 52, High Holborn, 
tailors, May 29, June 30: solicitor, Mr Webber, 3, Caroline street, 
Bedford square. 

STENT, WILLIAM, 265, Oxford street, hosier, May 26, June 30: 
solicitors, Messrs Hardwick and Davidson, Weavers’ Hall, Ba- 
singhall street. 

WILKES, THoMAs, Monmouth, innkeeper, June 13, July 11: 
solicitors, Messrs Smith and Son, Southampton buildings, Gray’s 
inn, London, and Mr Hall, Ross, Herefordshire. 

SCOTCH SEQUESTRATIONS. 
BAXTER, NICOLL Ross, Dundee, upholsterer, May 25, June 15. 
BRobik, GEORGE, Dundee, hosier, May 24, June 14. 


Tuesday, May 23. 

The following buildings are certified as places duly registered 
* 8 marriages, pursuant to the 6th and 7th William 

„cap. 85:— 

The Union chapel, Chorlton-upon-Medloch, Lancashire. 
John Latham, superintendent registrar. 

The Independent chapel, Tattenhall, Cheshire. 
Parry, superintendent registrar. 


Zion chapel, Oswestry, Shropshire. Nathaniel Minshall, su- 
perintendent registrar. 


Thomas 


BANKRUPTS, 

ALTAZIN, CHARLES, Conduit street, Hanover square, uphol- 
sterer, June I, July 4: solicitor, Mr Pike, Old Burlington street. 

Cooper, CHARLES, and Cooper, THOMAS, Strood, Kent, fell- 
mongers, June 6, July 4: solicitors, Mr Austin, Threadneedle 
street, and Mr Morgan, Maidstone. 

Jones, JOsEPH, Stafford, bookseller, June 3, 29: solicitors, 
Mr Phillips, Shiffnall, and Mr Collis, Birmingham. 

LAMBERT, JOHN, Leeds, cloth merchant, June 1 and 27: soli- 
citor, Mr Blackburn, Leeds. 3 

MUSGRAVE, SAMUEL and BENJAMIN, Leeds, dyers, June 1 and 
27: solicitor, Mr Thomas Robinson, Leeds. 

Price, THomas, Liverpool, baker, June 1, July 4: solicitors, 
Messrs Littledale and Bardswell, Liverpool, and Messrs Vincent 
and Co., Temple, London. 

WILLIAMS, THOMAS and Epwarp, Liverpool, linen drapers, 
June 10, July 4: solicitors, Messrs Sale and Worthington, Man- 
chester; and Mr Baxter, Lincoln’s inn fields, London. 

SCOTCH SEQUESTRATIONS. 

FAIRBAIRN, GEorGk, Camelon park, near Falkirk, Stirling- 
shire, May 27, June 16. 

GiBson, WILLIAM, Arbroath, draper, May 20, June 2. 

MACCALLAM, DUNCAN, Glasgow, wright, May 29, June 26, 

M‘NAUGHTON, JOHN, Edinburgh, wine and spirit merchant, 
May 27, June 20. 

Scott, WILLIAM, Greenock, and WoTHERSPOON, JAMEs, and 
Ginp, GrorGe, Glasgow, druggists, May 26, June 16. 

SWINTON, ARCHIBALD, Edinburgh, writer to the signet, May 
20, June 26. 

Youna, JAMEs, Alloa, but now residing in Drogheda, Ireland, 
China merchant, May 29, June 19. 


BRITISH FUNDS. 

A degree of animation and fluctuation has prevailed in the mo- 
ney market the last week. Transactions in the English funds 
were, however, more limited on Saturday, but on the whole the 
market looked firmer. 


Ned. Thur. Fri. | Sat. Mon. Tues. 
3 per cent. Consols | 954 | 953 | 95 | 95 953 | 953 
Ditto for Account. 953 953 95 99 954 95 
3 per cents Reduced 947 94: 9414 94 11 10 
33 per cts. Reduced 101 100 100 101“ | 101g | 1014 
New 34 per cent... 102 | 101 100 | 1013 | 102 | 102 
Long Annuities .. 123 123 123 123 123 123 
Bank Stock ....../ 180§ | 1794 1804 — — — 
India Stock 266 200 265 — 266 | 266 
Exchequer Bills...) 56pm | 55pm | 55pm | 56pm | 56pm 56pm 
India Bonds...... | 69pm | — | 69pm \ 63pm } 66pm | 66pm 
FOREIGN FUNDS. 
Austrian . a „ „%% EIB @ Mexican ...cccccccee| = 
— 0 1027 Peruvian —— — 
... ... 74 § Portuguese 5 per cents] — 
Buenos Ayres ........| 288 § Ditto 3 per cents — 
Columbian...........-| 244 § Russian 1201 
YA . 85 Spanish Active ......] 20 
Dutch 24 per ceuts 004 Ditto Passive 4} 
Ditto 5percents ......{ 1004 § Ditto Deferred ......] 11 


RAILWAY SHARES, 

There has been a decline in the value of most of the railway 
shares, there being, in fact, but one or two exceptions. This is, 
in chief part, the result of that marked depression which has oc- 
curred in the English securities. On Saturday the market was 
again affected by sales. 


Birmingham and Derby | 4144 London and Brighton . 33 
Birmingham & Gloucester] 564] London & Croydon Trunk] 10 
Black wall.... — London and Greenwich 4 
Bristol and Exeter 56 [Ditto New Wc. — 
Cheltenham & Gt. Western — | Manchester & Birm.....| — 
Eastern Counties. 87 Manchester and Leeds | 79 
Edinburgh and Glasgow 49g] Midland Counties ......| 66 
Great North of England.. 614 Ditto Quarter Shares. — 
Great Western ........,,| 89 | North Midland ,,......) — 
o 657 Ditto Necx˖.. — 
DU .... — South Eastern and Dover 64 
London and Birmingham | — South Western ........| 64 
Ditto Quarter Shares . om B Ditto. Nee „ 
SEEDS. 


The transactions in the seed market were quite unimportant. 
Canaryseed was very scarce, and dearer. 


Linseed per qr Clover per cwt 
English, sowing 558. to 65s.| English, red.... . to — 
Baltic, ditto .... — .. — Ditto, White. . 
Ditto, crushing... 42 .. 48 Flemish, red. = 
Medit. & Odessa 45 . 46 Ditto, White. = 

Hempseed, small .. 35 .. 38 New Hamb., rcd — .. — 
ron EEG 46 . . 48 Ditto, white.... — .. — 

Canary, new ...... 78 .. 74 Old Hamb., red — .. — 
6 Keene 76 Ditto, white.... — .. — 

Cal raway, oll. French, red.... — — 
. sconce 44 Ditto, White. ..— 

Ryegrass, English 30 . 42 | Coriander ........ | ee 
Scotch „ 0 % % % „ 0% „ „ 0 18 ee 40 D 16 ee 20 

Mustard ‘whee we Rapesced per ton 
Brown, new .... .. Il | Eng.ish, new. . 321. to 371. 
White 9 .. 106 Linseed cakes 

J..... Te English.. 91. 108. to 101. Os. 
Me -didudebidese On as Foreign,... 51. 108. to 61. Os. 


4 | Rapeseed cakes 01. 58. to öl. 10s. 


Tares, new... 8 


MARKETS. 


GRAIN, MARK Lanr, May 22. 

The supply of wheat was much | r this morning, and the 
trade very heavy at a decline of fully Is. per qr, and a consider- 
able proportion remains unsold. Holders of foreign were not 
inclined to submit to any reduction, and the prices of this day 
week were maintained. 

Barley remains the same. 

4 arrivals of oats were small, and fine corn as dear as last 
week. 


Beans and peas, being scarce, are rather dearer, 


$. 4. 6. 4. 
Wheat, Red New.. 40 to 46 Malt, Ordinary . . 42 to 52 
rennt, as OF „e 
er. 
eee ee @ ci ...e Wie & 
Rye pbc esecececs 32... 36 Boilers. ........ 30 . . 38 
oe este ee s %% OM 66 OO | / Bin 

nnr. 30 to 34 
4. $ DUTY ON FOREIGN CORN. 
Beans, Pigeon . . . 29 to 32 Wheat gheesee 20s. Od 
Harrow ........ 26... 30 | Barley .......... „ F 
oO roe: ee i ree 6 ge 
. „%% BO te OS LMG eccccccesicce. HE 8 
Poland ...... ane co Lf | pei ae 
J r n 
WEEKLY AVERAGE FOR AGGREGATE AVERAGE OF THE 
MAY 19. SIX WEEKS. 
Wend. cccccceceacs .. Wheat n 
Barley „ 2 6 „„ „„ „6 „„ 28 1 Barley eseeees 28 5 
A A 5 Oats 5 
%. „„ „„ 97 8 Ne 28 10 
Beans n % ˙—* - ae 
reel 28 9 PM sittin HM 


PROVISIONS, Lonpon, May 22. 

In new Irish butter we had a little business doing last week, 
78s. on board for parcels of Waterfords and Clonmels shipped, 
and 76s, for immediate shipment; the trade, however, purchased 
very sparingly, anticipating lower prices soon. Dutch, 88s, to 
90s. per cwt landed. We have little alteration to notice in bacon. 
In bale and tierce middles little doing. Hams in request, at the 
lateadvance. Lard without change. 


HOPS, Boroven, Monday, May 22. 
The market for hops is firm, and the quotations show an ad- 
vance, since our last, upon the growth of 1842, the samples on 
offer being limited. 


BUTCHER’S MEAT, SMITHFIELD, Monday, May 22. 
The trade in beef and mutton was much firmer than for some 
time past, and prices advanced full 2d. per 8lbs. The supply of 
calves, being small, were taken freely at an improvement of 2d. 
per Slbs. In pigs little was doing. No forcign stock on sale. 


Price per stone of 8lbs. (sinking the offal). 


E 23. dk. to 42. 2d. | Veal........ 3s. 6d. to 42. 8d. 
Mutton . . 3 ct 8 „ „ 
Lamb..... . . . 48. 4d. to Ss. 8d. 
HEAD OF CATTLE AT SMITHFIELD. 
Beasts. Sheep. Calves. igs, 
Friday 554 ...... . 293 


Monday 2,503 ...... 26,110 ...... 120 


NEWGATE and LEADENHALL MAR=keTs, Monday, May 22. 
Per Slbs. by the carcase. 


Inferior Beef 28. 10d. to 3s. Od.| Inf. Mutton 2s. 6d. to 2s. 10d. 

Middlingdo 3 0 .. 3 2 | Mid. ditto 3 

Prime large 3 2 .. 3 4 Prime ditto 3 6 3 

Prime small 3 6 .. 3 8 | Veal $34.46 

Large Pork 3 2 ..3 6 [Small Pork 3 8 3 10 
ee ere 4s. 6d. to 5s. 8d. 


POTATOES, Borovucn, Monday, May 22. 
The receipts since our former report are as follows: vis., from 
Yorkshire, 390; Scotland, 1230; Devons, 275; Kent and Essex, 
90; Jersey and Guernsey, 565 tons: total, 2350 tons. 


York reds..... . .. 80s.tol00s. | Kent, whites .... 508. to 558. 

Scotch ditto ...... oS .. & Guernsey ditto .. — 55 

F og dactcues 7 78 We — „ oO 
COTTON, 


Our market has had a steady tone throughout the week; and 
though business has not been done in an animated manner, prices 
of American cotton have been fully supported. We have no 
change to notice in the value of Surats, and Egyptians and Bra- 
zils continue in the same heavy state as reported last week ; 
35,170 bales have met with buyers this week. 


WOOL. 
Few sales have been made, and prices are without alteration. 


HAY, SMITHFIBLD, May 20.— At per load of 36 trusses. 


Coarse Meadow 60s, to 18s. | NewCloverHay 808. to 110s. 
New ditto — . . — | Old ditto — . — 
Usefuloldditto 80 .. 84 | OatStraw o .. = 
Fine Upland do 86 90 | Wheat Straw 48 52 


COAL EXCHANGE, May 22. 
Hetton’s, 208. 6d.; Lambton’s, 20s. 3d.; Stewart's, 20s. 6d.; 
Hartlepool, 19s. 9d. Ships arrived this week, 207. 


GROCERIES, Tugspay, May 23. 

TEA.—The sale of 21,600 packages, commenced to-day. 
About 10,000 passed the sale, of which about 5,500 have been 
actually sold at last sale’s rates, except the inferior qualities, 
which went 4d. to Id. per Ib. lower. Congou, blackish leaf strong 
full pekoe flavour went at 2s. 04d. to 28. 14d. 

SUGAR.—Prices are quite as high as on Friday, finer qualities 
are even a little higher. Standard lumps are selling at 79s. 6d. 
to 80s., brown grocery, 788. to 78s. 6d. Bonded crushed are very 
flat. 8,000 bags Bengal were sold at full rates; middling to good 
white fetched 638. to 65s.; ordinary and low grey, 55s. 6d. to 
57s. ; good to fine brown 54s, to 55s. 6d.; some low damp yellow, 
578. to 593. per ewt. 

COFFEE,—600 bags Mocha were sold by auction, at rather 
better prices; fine ordinary greenish clean sold at 608. good 
sound yellow clean garbled, 62s. to 63s.; middling, 60s. to 61s. 
Good ordinary Ceylons are quoted at 45s. to 468. per cwt. 

TALLOW.—St Petersburgh yellow candle is quoted at 42s. 9d. 
to 43s. on the spot. The market has a dull appearance. 


Advertisements. 


ILVER SUPERSEDED, and those corrosive 


and injurious metals called Nickel and German Silver, sup- 
planted by the introduction of a new, and perfectly matchless 
ALBATA PLATE. C. WATSON, (late ALDERMAN,) Il, and 
42, BARBICAN, aided by a person of Science in the amalgamation 
of Metals, has succeeded in bringing to Public notice the most 
beautiful article ever yet offered; possessing all the richness of 
Silver in appearance—with all its durability and hardness—with 
its perfect sweetness in use—undergoing as it does a chemieal 
process, by which all thatis nauseous in mixed metals is entirely 
extracted—resisting all acids—may be cleaned as silver, and is 
Manufactured inte every oo for the Table and Sideboard. 
6. d. 8. 


Table Spoons, per dozen. 16 6 Sauce Ladles ...... scan BD 
Dessert ditto, per dozen... 12 6 Tea Spoons, per dozen. 5 6 
naa, 6 | Gravy Spoons .......... 3 6 
C. Watson begs the public will understand that this Metal is 
peculiarly his own, and that silver is not more different from 
old than his metal is from all others; the public will there- 
— have no difficulty in discovering the animus which directs 
the virulent attacks made against him, bya party who is daily 
suffering from the unparalleled success which has marked the 
progress of his new Plate since its introduction, C. W. unlike 
this party courts comparison, feeling confident that the result 
will establish its pre-eminence. 41 and 42, Barbican; and at 
16, Norton Folgate. 


6 * 
ATURAL WIGS, ONE GUINEA EACH; 
conndently recommended for natural appearance, com- 
fort, and durability. — ae ditto, with ain side divisions, 
made of the best hair, 208. to 35s.; ventilating wigs on a new 
construction, ensuring extreme lightness, the hair being imper- 
ceptibly inserted in a net work, price .. Every description of 
Ladies’ head dress on the same principle, at prices equally mode- 
rate. Parties resident in the country can be accurately suited 
by sending the measure round the head and pattern of hair, 3 
REAL HAIR DYE, which will change the hair, whiskers, 
No., from red or grey, to a dark brown or black, by a single a 
plication, without staining the skin, price 28. 64. Ss. 6d., and Se. 
per bottle. R. Acock, 22, Bishopsgate Street Without. 
LUMBE’S GENUINE ARROW ROOT, 
prepared by the Native converts of the South Sea Islands. 
This article was first introduced into this country by the late 
lamented missionary Williams, and is now forwarded by his son, 
and consigned direct to A. S. Plumbe, whose signature is 
necessary to ensure its being genuine. This arrow root has 
been tested by the most eminent physicians and surgeons in 
London, and found by them to be atly superior to any yet 
introduced into this country. The forty formed by it is stronger, 
and remains in a coagulated state. It may be used for Puddings, 
Custards, Blancmange, Xc., recipes for which are published on 
the wrappers. The Missionary cause being benefited by the 
sale of this article, it is hoped the friends of Missions will 
encourage its use, and the advocates of civilisation in general 
may aid a cause dear to them by patronising it also. Consider- 
able profits allowed to persons who vend the article. 
Particulars may be obtained of A, S. Punk, 3, Alie place, 
Great Alie street, Whitechapel. 


Elastic ANKLE BNS. Instead of wear- 


ing a heavy and rigid lace stocking, with all the trouble of 
lacing in the morning and wnlacing at night, this simple band 
will give the support required, by being merely drawn on by two 
silk loops, and can be fitted in a moment to any part of the leg or 
ankle which requires a band They are made in black or 
white, and, when worn with the Elastic Boots, look like a conti- 
nuation of the boot. Price 78. the pair. N. B. A list of Six Elas- 
tic Articles for the Feet sent free to any part of the kingdom, La- 
dies and gentlemen at a distance may be fitted by forwarding 
a pattern boot. 

ELASTIC CLOGS,.—The general fault of Clogs has been that 
they were heavy, and difficult to put on and off. These evils are 
entirely obviated in the Elastic Clogs, which may be put on without 
touching them with the fingers, and require no fastening whatever: 
they are also very light and neat in appearance, fit well over the 


| boot or shoe, are waterproof, and require no other cleaning than 


from a sponge or damp cloth. A large stock of India-rubber Go- 
loshes for ladies, gentlemen and children, 46. 6d., 78. 6d., 12s., 
the best that can be made, 

ELASTIC BOOTS,—They require neither lacing, buttoning, 
nor tying; they may be put onand off in a moment, without 
trouble or loss of time. The constant annoyance of laces break- 
ing, buttons coming off, holes wearing out, and many other im- 
verfections in the ordinary modes of fastening, sugvested the 
mprovement which is now submitted to the public. No boots 
ever afforded such variety of play and motion to the feet and an- 
kles, or corresponded so exactly to their natural and anatomical 


form. 

J. SPARKES HALL, Elastic Boot Maker to her Majesty the 
Queen, and the Queen of the Belgians, opposite the Polytechnie 
Institution, Regent street. 


RITANNIA LIFE ASSURANCE 


PANY, I. Princes street, Bank, London, 

Special Act of Parliament, iv. Vic. cap. 9. 
DIRECTORS, 

William Bardgett, Esq. Robert Eglinton, Esq. 
Samuel Bevington, Esq. Erastinus Rt. Foster, Esq. 
Wm Fechney Black, Esq. Alex, Robert Irvine, Esq, 
John Brightman, Esq. Peter Morrison, Esq. 
George Cohen, Eaq. Henry Lewis Smale, Esq. 
Millis Coventry, Esq. Thomas Teed, Esq. 
John Drewett, Esq. 


COM- 
Empowered by 


AUDITORS, 
J. B. Bevington, Esq. J. D. Dow, Faq. 
F. F. Cockerill, Esq. 

Medical Officer.—John Clendinning, M. P., F.R.8. 
Standing Counsel.—The Hon. John Ashley, New square, Lin- 
coln’s inn; Mr Sergeant Murphy, M.P., Temple, 
Solicitor.—William Bevan, Esq., Old Jewry. 
Bankers.— Messrs Drewitt and Fowler, Princes street, Bank. 

This institution is empowered by a special Act of Parliament, 
and is so constituted as to afford the benefits of Life Assurance 
in their fullest extent to policy holders, and to present greater 
facilities and accommodation than are usually offered by other 
Companies, The decided superiority of its plan, and its claim 
to public preference and support, have been proved, incontes- 
tably, by its extraordinary and unprecedented success, 

Assurances may either be effected by parties on their own lives 
or by parties interested therein on the lives of others, 3 

The effect of an Assurance on a person’s own life is to create 
at once a property in reversion, which can by no other means be 
realised, ‘Take, for instance, the case of a person at the age of 
‘Bhirty, who by the payment of £5 3s. 4d. to the Britannia Life 
Assurance Company can become at once possessed of a bequeath- 
able property, amounting to £1000, subject only to the condition 
of his continuing the same payment quarterly during the re- 
mainder of his life—a condition which may be fulfilled by the 
mere saving of EIGHT SHILLINGS weekly in his expenditure, Thus 
by the exertion of a very slight degree of economy—such, indeed, 
as can scarcely be feltas an inconvenience, he may at once realise 
a capital of £1000, which he can bequeath or dispose ef in any 
way he may think proper, 

Board of Directors in attendance daily at two o’cloe&, 

Detailed prospectuses, and every requisite information as to 
the mode of effecting Agsurance, may be obtained at the office, 

PETER MORRISON, Resident Director. 


— — — — — — — —— 


TO MINISTERS, STUDENTS, AND HEADS OF FAMILIES. 
Just published, a New and PROVED VER 

Du BOOTHROYD’S IMPROVED VERSION 

of the HOLY BIBLE: with Notes, Critical and Ex; lana- 

tory. In one large 8vo volume, 24s., cloth lettered. The Work 

has long been known and esteemed by the Christian public; the 

Family of the late venerable Author, being anxious to increase 

the usefulness by extending the sale of the work, have embraced 

the opportunity afforded by a new edition of reducing the price 

to 24s. 

N. n. Recommendations of the work, by some of the most emi- 
nent divines, will appear in a future advertisement. 
London: SIMPKIN, MARSHALL, and Co. 


In 12mo, Fifth Edition, much improved, price 9s. 

YHE BEST METHOD OF IMPROVING 

HEALTH AND INVIGORATING LIFE, by regulat- 
ing the Diet and Regimen: exhibiting all the most approved 
Principles of Health and Longevity, &c. By T. J. Granuam, M.D. 

“We are disposed to think it the most useful and rational 
work of the kind we have met with. It is altogether an admi- 
rable code of health.’’—Allas, 

“That men of all habits will derive information from it, eal- 
culated to increase their comfort and extend their days, is firmly 
our conviction.” —Hdinburgh Observer. | 

London: Published by Simrkin and MarsHa.t, Paternoster 
row; and HaTcHARD, Piccadilly ; of whom may be had, by the 
same author, eighth edition, price 16s. 

2, MODERN DOMESTIC MEDICINE: a comprehensive 
Medical Guide for the Clergy, Families and Invalids, with a 
copious Colleetion of Prescriptions, &e., &e. ge 

“It is altogether deserving of permanent popularity.”—Lon- 
don Weekly deview. . . 8 a 

3. ON THE DISEASES OF FEMALES: a Treatise in whieh 
the subject is fully considered. With cases, and a medical glos- 
sary. Third edition, price 11“. 

It is an admirable performance, and should find a place in 
every fainily establishment.”—Bath Herald, 

It surpasses any other book of its character,”—Blackwood's 
Lady's Mug. 
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THE NONCONFORMIST. 


A YOUNG MAN, who has just completed his 

Apprenticeship as a COMPOSITOR, and who has had ex- 
tensive practice as a SHORT-HAND REPORTER, is anxious 
to obtain a Situation in London. 

Encouragement in Literary Pursuits will be looked to more 
than high wages. The most satisfactory testimonials of charac- 
ter and profession will be produced. 

Address—JOuUN HAMILTON, Standard Office, Dumfries, N. B. 


CONGREGATIONAL SCHOOL, LEWISHAM. 
ANTED, after the Midsummer Recess, an 
ASSISTANT, competent to aid the Masters in the Clas- 
sical and General Instruction of the Pupils. To board and lodge 
in the house. Salary, £30 perannum. Testimonials as to abi- 
lity and piety will be required. Applications to be addressed to 
the Secretary, Rev.GrorGe Rosx, 20, Paradise row, Rotherhithe, 


Fourth Thousand. 
THE PRIZE ESSAY ON CHRISTIAN MISSIONS. 


In one handsome volume, royal 12mo, price 10s. 6d. cloth, 
uniform with the Author’s other Works, 


HE GREAT COMMISSION ; or, the Christian 


Church Constituted and Charged to Convey the Gospel 
to the World. By the Rev. Jonx Harris. D. D., President of 
Cheshunt College, Author of ‘* Mammon,” The Great 
„Teacher,“ &c., &c., Xe. 

To this Essay the Prize of 200 Guineas has been awarded. 


“The production, in all its departments, bears the impress of 
the hand of a consummate artist. The symmetry, the propor- 
tion of parts to parts, is all but perfect. The materials are 
skilfully selected; they are rich, varied, and appropriate. 
Nothing is wanting that knowledge, research, or invention 
could supply. The work throughout bespeaks the Christian, 
the philosopher, the man of letters, and, rarest of all, the man of 
business.“ - Helectie Reriew, 

“It is a magnificent production. Comprehensive in plan — 
admirable in arrangement— elegant in diction— happy in illus- 
tration—cogent and conclusive in reasoning—and powerful in 
appeal.”—Christian Examiner. 

We deem it moderate praise to affirm of this treatise, that it 
is one of the noblest specimens of sanctified human genius that 
has ever been placed on the altar of the church.”—£vangelicat 
Mag. 

It is an exquisite and finished performance. * * * It is a 
matured, an elaborate, a comprehensive, and masterly digest of 
the whole subject.“ Voluntary. , 

“The work ie one of sterling merit, embodying a mass of 
powerful motives, well calculated to excite to more comprehen- 
sive efforts to make known the ‘ great salvation.’ ”’—Wesleyan 
Association Mag. 

„We are desirous that no time shall elapse before the Essay 
obtains, even although but in general terms, the heartiest, 
recommendation we can lend it.“ — Monthly Review. 

“ Every Christian in the world ought to read it; and, if but a 
tithe of true believers would enter into its spirit, and discharge 
the responsibility devolved upon them by Christ, the cause of 
Missions would flourish beyond all precedent in our cities, 
towns, villages, and colonies, and in every land under heaven.” 
—City Mission Mag. : 

„We really and truly regard it as the most comprehensive, 
the most erudite, and the most finished of all the Author’s 
works. It is powerful in statement, overwhelming in argument, 
and most persuasive and subduing in its spirit.”—Reriralist. 

“ The Essay has nothing ot the book-making character about 
it. Words are the expressions of thought; and the thoughts alt 
relate to the development of one glorious subject. Dr Harris 
never was more successful than on the present occasion.“ 
Wesleyan Methodist Mag. 


London: T. Warp and Co., Paternoster row. 


INTERESTING TO THE WHOLE CHRISTIAN 
COMMUNITY. 
1 ARNOLD“ S BEAUTIFUL 

: POCKET BIBLES. 

1. The PORTABLE COMMENTARY. Being the Holy Bi- 
ble, with Fifteen ‘Thousand Critical and Illustrative Notes, se- 
lected from the most eminent Biblical Writers, and Fifty Thou- 
sand Marginal References; together with the History connecting 
the Old and New Testaments. By the Rev. INGram Consrn, M.A, 
Illustrated with Nine Coloured Maps. Sold in morocco or roan, 

ilt edges. 
Ditto, with Psalms of the Scottish Church, morocco or roan 
gilt edges. 

Ditto, with Watts's Psalms and Hymna, morocco or roan, gilt 
edges. 

Ditto, with the Common Prayer, morocco or roan, gilt edges. 

2. The ANALYTICAL BIBLE. Being the Holy Bible, with 


Fifty Thousand Marginal References, and an Illi | alysis 
appended toeach Book; together with the Histoy _ the 
Old and New Testaments. Illustrated with Nin 3 
Sold in morocco or roan, gilt edges. — 

Ditto, with Psalms of the Scottish Church, roan, 
gilt edges. 

Ditto, with Watts’s Psalms and Hymns, mor .van, gilt 


€ : 
itto, with the Common Prayer, moroceo or a gilt edges. 
These Bibles are pronounced to be the moet . uitiful of the 
kind. ‘The object has been to give the best qua. of paper and 
print, at the lowest possible price. It will requife sale of Four- 
teen Thousand Copies to defray the expense im rred; and the 
Publisher depends on the public to assist him in object which 
must be interesting to the Whole religious comm. ity. 
EXTRACTS FROM REVIEWS, &c. 
To many of the young the volume will prev’) . -ourite com- 


23 ; while some who are more advanced s, when they 
ook at it, will remark witha sigh, that there uch thing in 
existence in those days in which their sight w. has to per- 
mit an enjoyment of its advantages.”"—Baplist ine. 


“Mr Cobbin has exercised much ingenuity as well as research 
in this first attempt to produce a real commentary for the pocket. 
We strongly recommend the Commentary, as well for its surpass- 
ing beauty as for its intrinsic value.”— Patriot. 

TI. is is really an unique and beautiful production. The work 
ts one of the most exquisite specimens of typography. It is the 
most portable and useful pocket Bible we have ever yet scen.”— 
General Advertiser. 

London: Tuomas ARNOLD, Paternoster row. 
Sold by all Booksellers. 


SCOTTISH BOARD FOR BIBLE CIRCULATION, 
ESSRS G. and J. DYER, 24, Paternoster 


row, Agents to the above Board, beg to announce that the 
first eclition of the Pearl 24mo Bible, at Is. in sheep, and Is. 4d. 
in embossed roan, gilt edges, is, in consequence of the rapid sale 
it has met with, quite exhausted. A second edition has been put 
to press, which will be ready for publication in the course of a 
few duys. Messrs G. and J. Dyer have just received a new edi- 
tion of the Nonpareil 12mo School Bible and Testament, which 
are now reduced to the unprecedented prices of— 
Re 16. 4d. 
Testament,do .............. Rd. 


12 5 have also always on hand a large stock of all other de- 


of Bibles in various bindings, <4 | 
AL QUARTO FAMILY BIBLE. With Marginal Notes 
and References. — 


enen se ehaecen eee 
Coloured calf, marble edge 15 0 
Turkey morocco, gilt edges 20 0 

Ditto ditto elegant 24 0 


The PORTABLE COMMENTARY. Foolscap Svo, with most 
approved Marginal References and Explanatory Notes, Ke. II- 


lustrated with Nine Coloured Maps. 8. d. 
Roan, embossed, gilt edges 6 © 
Turkey morocco, (000 „„ 3 8 6 


The ANALYTICAL BIBLE. Foolscap 8vo, with Fifty Thou- 
sand Marginal References, and an Historical Analysis appended 
to each book. s. d. 

Roan, embossed, gilt edges k33 0 
ee errr & 

All Orders from the Country must be accompanied by an order 
for payment in London, 


Just published, price 9d., 
Eaurry WiTHovT COMPROMISE; or, 
A 


Hints for the Construction of a Just System of National 
Education. By Epwarp SWAINE. 
Snow, Paternoster row; Retre and FLETCHER, Cornhill ; 
and Rineway, 169, Piccadilly. 


Also, by the same Author, price 2d., 


„NO POPERY?!” the Cry Examined. Fourth Edition. 
Snow, Paternoster row. 


SACRED MUSIC, 


This day is published, and to be continued in Monthly Parts, 
price One Shilling each, Part I of 


HE PEOPLE’S MUSIC BOOK: consisting 


of Psalm Tunes, Sacred Music, Songs, Duets, Trios, Glees, 
Kc. Principally arranged for Four Voices, with an Accompani- 
ment for the Organ or Pianoforte, by JAMES TURLE, Faq., Organ- 
ist of Westminster Abbey, and EDWAD TAxLOk, Esq., Gresham 
Professor of Music. 


GORGE VIRTUE, 26, Ivy lane, London; and sold 
by all Booksellers. 


IST of TRACTS published by the NATIONAL 
4 COMPLETE SUFFRAGE UNION. 

No. 1. Reconciliation between the Middle and Working 
Classes. Reprinted from the Nonconformist. 2d. each; or 12s. 
per 100, by direct application to the Depository, or to the Office 
of the Union, Birmingham. 

No. 2. The Suffrage: an Appeal to the Middle Classes. By 
One of Themselves. Id. each; or 4s. per 100, by direct applica- 
tion as above. 

No. 3. The Rise and Progress of the Complete Suffrage Move- 
ment. Reprinted from the Eclectic Review, 2d. each; or 8s. 
per 100, by direct application as above. 

No. 4. A Defence of the Rights of the Working Classes. By 
WILLIAM SHARMAN CRAWFORD, Esq.,M.P. 3d. each; or 138. 4d. 
per 100, by direct application as above. 

No. 5. Rules and Objects of the National Complete Suffrage 
Union. Is. 4d. per 100. 

No. 6. Epitome of Statutes affecting Political Societies; with 
2 Suggestions for avoiding their Infringement. Is. 4d. 

er 100. 
. No. 7. Minutes of the Proceedings at the Conference of Repre- 
sentatives of the Middle and Working Classes, held at Birming- 
ham, April, 1842. Price 4d. 

No. 8. Report of the Proceedings and Debates of the above 


Conference. 6d. 


No. 9. A Bill to secure the Representation of the People of 
Great Britain and Ireland in Parliament, framed under the Di- 
rections of the Council of the National Complete Suffrage Union, 
and passed, with Amendments, at the Conference of Delegates 
held at Birmingham, December, 1842. Foolscap folio, price Is. 

No. 10. Abstract of the Bill amended and passed by the Con- 
ference of Complete Suffrage Delegates, held at Birmingham, 
December, 1842. Id. each; or 2s. 8d. per 100, by direct applica- 
tion as above. 

No. ll. Address of the National Complete Suffrage Union to 
the Reformers of Great Britain and Ireland. Price Is. Id. per 100. 

No. 12. The Suffrage demonstrated to be the Right of all Men, 
by an Appeal to Scripture and Common Sense: being the sub- 
stance of a Lecture delivered, March, 1843, by the Rev. J. E. 
GILEs, of Leeds. Price id. each; or 2s. 8d. per 100, by direct 
application as above. 

No. 13. The People’s Rights, and How to Get them. By the 
Rev. Tuo. Spencer, M.A. Id. each; or 5s. per 100, by direct 
application as above. 

No. 14. Report of the Council of the National Complete Suf- 
frage Union, for the Year ending 30th of April, 1843. Price Id. 
each; or 4s. per 100, by direct application as above. 

All Orders for Tracts sent to the Depository must be accom- 
panied by a remittance, by post office order or otherwise. 

Single ‘Tracts, and assortments of one each, may be obtained 
by forwarding the price and the amount of postage, in postage 
stamps, to the Office of the Union, 364, Waterloo street, Bir- 
mingham, 

London: printed and published for the“ National Complete Suf- 

frage Union,” by Davis and HasLer, at the Depository, 4 

Crane court, Fleet street. 


Feen DISTRICTS EDUCATION BILL. 

At a Meeting of the Committee of the SUNDAY SCHOOL 
UNION, on Friday evening, May 19th, the Secretaries reported 
that, pursuant to the instructions given by the Annual General 
Meeting to the Committee then appointed to watch the further 
progress of the Factory Districts Education bill, with especial 
reference to its influence on Sunday schools, they had sent, on 
the 10th instant, a copy of the amended bill to each member of 
the committee, and to each of the country unions, for their con- 
sideration. It was then resolved, 

I. That while this committee would acknowledge, that in the 
altered Factories bill the clause compelling attendance on such 
schools upon Sundays has been withdrawn, they conceive that 
it would be a perilous delusion to imagine, that the bill is there- 


by materially amended. The principle of a paid agency in Suge 


day schools, they believe to be unsuited for the attainment of 
their most important objects. For the quantity, quality, or effi- 
ciency of the religious and moral education that would be given 
in the Sunday schools created by this bill, there is no sufficient 
guarantee. ‘The existence of such schools under the influences, 
and with the wealth and power with which they would be in- 
vested, would still be injurious, if not ruinous, to existing Sun- 
day schools. Thus the public benefits resulting from such a 
legislative enactment, would be doubtful, but its evil results, 
certain. f 

II. The objections which have already been expressed in cer- 
tain resolutions adopted at a General Meeting of the Sunday 
School union, held on the 12th of April, apply with equal force 
to the Amended ” bill, because— 

1. It still“ violates the leading principles of Religious Libert 
and Christian Union by placing the sole superintendence, and 
practically the entire management, of education in the hands of 
one section of the Christian church;” it converts the school 
houses virtually into ecclesiastical structures; and, in relation 
to the important matter of religious instruction, some of the 
„amended“ clauses are more objectionable than the provisions 
of the original bill, inasmuch as they utterly exclude all the chil- 
dren of dissenters from being taught by their religiousinstructor 
in the room appropriated for religious instruction in the school 
house (cl, 67), thus marking them as a repudiated sect, and re- 
fusing to the school trustees the power, even if they had the will, 
so to appropriate it, although they have the power of permitting 
its use for any other purpose (cl. 69). It is also required thatthe 
dissenting minister should be “ licensed,” which for many years 
has not been required by the statute law ofthe realm. It is also 
required that a notification should be made by the parents to the 
school trustees (who are not required to meet oftener than once 
in a month) before any scholar cau be permitted to attend such 
dissenting instruction, Then the trustees may judge whether 
the place chosen for such instruction be “convenient.” It also 
provides that the religious instruction given to the children of 
the church of England during the week days shall be for one 
hour only on the same day (cl. 65); whereas in the “amended” 
bill (el. 67) it is required that the religious instruction of the 
dissenting child shall all be given on the same day, for three of 
the usual school hours, which, if these hours were consecutive, 
would greatly weaken, or destroy, the effect of religious instrue— 
tion, by rendering its length wearisome; and its most efficient 
accomplishment impracticable. In all these respects, therefore, 
the amended clauses would be more baneful in their effects than 
the original bill. It would still more increase and envenom ree 
ligious differences,“ rather than promote kind and Christian 
rivalry in the work of doing good to all.” 

2. The “great and unprecedented powers” conferred by the 
“amended” bill are still “associated with inadequate control, 
and practical irresponsibility, which have a natural tendency to 
produce oppression, neglect, and abuses without number.” 

3. The “ amendments” which might seem to“ shield dissen- 
ters against encroachments on the rights of conscience,” are as- 
sociated with other provisions, which render them utterly delu- 
sory, and which makes this bill still less efficient for that sacred 
purpose, than the former. Such is the introduction of a docu- 
went in the form of a school certificate (p. 47); whereby all those 


children who should attend the religious instruction of a dis. 
senting teacher might be easily distinguished at any future 
period. The objection required from the parent on religious 
grounds required by the former bill, was in no specific ſorm—it 
might easily have been lost or forgotten ; but this document will 
become a permanent record of the children who belonged to 
dissenters. Such also is the requisition of a notification from the 
dissenting parents to the trustees, that a convenient place, and 
a* — minister” had been provided for the religious in- 
struction of their children. Such also is the requisition that the 
minister should be“ licensed.“ Such is also the utter and ab. 
solute denial of any part of the school-house (which would be 
built partly by the contributions of dissenters and dissenting 
rate payers, and partly by the funds of the state, which belong 
to all), for the important purpose of religious instruction by the 
dissenting teacher ; and the total absence of any provision that 
would secure any other place for this purpose. 

III. That these resolutions be communicated by advertise. 
ment, or otherwise, to Sunday school teachers throughout the 
kingdom, recommending them to petition parliament again with- 
out delay, against all those provisions of the bill which directly 
or indirectly tend to the injury or ruin of existing Sunday 
schools, praying that they may never become a part of the lawof 


Great Britain. 
W. F. LLOYD, 
W. H. WATSON, (8 ; 
P. JACKSON, Seerctaries. 
R. LATTER, 
60, Poternoster Row, May 20th, 1843. 


FACTORY EDUCATION BILL. 

A T a MEETING of the COMMITTEE of the 

BAPTIST HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY, held on 
May 16th, it was resolved— oe 

l. That, in the judgment of this committee, the Educational 
clauses of the Factories bill, as amended by the Right Honoura- 
ble Sir James Graham, are in flagrant violation both of the rights 
of conscience and of the spirit of the British constitution; and 
ought, therefore, to be opposed with untiring earnestness and 
unyielding decision. 

2. That the scheme of compulsory education proposed in these 
clauses is so essentially and incurably vicious, both in principle 
and detail, as to render the task of making it a practicable and 
satisfactory measure utterly hopeless. 

3. That a Petition, praying that the Educational Clauses of 
the amended Bill may not under any modification pass into law, 
signed by the Treasurer and Secretary, be presented to the Com- 
mons House of Parliament by the Right IIonourable the Lord 
Mayor. 

4. That all Missionaries and Congregations in connexion with 
this Committee be recommended to petition Parliament, in con- 
formity with the spirit of the above resolutions, without delay. 

S. J. DAVIS, Secretary. 


THE GOVERNMENT EDUCATION BILL. 
T a MEETING of the TWO BAPTIST CON- 
GREGATIONS of Westgate and Sion Chapels, BRAD- 
FORD, YORKSHIRE, to petition against the Educational 
Clauses of the Factory Bill now before Parliament, held in Sion 
Chapel on Tuesday Evening, May 16, 1843, 
Mr WILLIAM MURGATROYD in the Chair, 
the following Resolutions were adopted :— 

1. That this Meeting denies the right of government to inter- 
fere with the religious education of the people. 

Moved by Mr Dowson, 
Seconded by Mr Cook. 

2. That, in the opinion of this Meeting, the amendments pro- 
posed by Sir J. Graham in the bill for the better Education of 
Children in Factory Districts are not at all calculated to remove 
objections to the measure; because the bill, as amended, will still 
violate the rights of conscience, interfere with the obligations of 
parents, and empower the Privy Council to enforce a system of 
taxation without the consent of the rate-payers; and therefore 
the bill still deserves the untiring opposition of all friends of 
civil and religious liberty. 


—— 


Moved by Mr Porrixdꝝx, 
Seconded by Mr J. E. Gives. 

3. That this Meeting, tracing the origin of this bill, and simi- 
lar measures now before parliament, to the existence of a national 
establishment of religion, is of opinion that the powers and emo- 
luments conferred upon it by the state cannot be too speedily 
resumed, 

Moved by Mr Acwortn, M. A., 
Seconded by Mr CLowxs. 


— | 


AMENDED FACTORIES’ EDUCATION BILL. 
A! a PUBLIC MERTING, held at the NEW 


HALL, Wellington street, Leicester,on MONDAY, May 
15, Wu. Bidds, Esq. (Mayor of Leicester), in the chair, the 
following resolutions were unanimously adopted :— 
Resolution 1.—Moved by the Rev. G. LEE, and seconded by 
the Rev. C. Berry, 

That this meeting views with extreme disappointment and 
regret the comparative apathy and indifference manifested by 
the Honse of Commons to the movement of the dissenters of 
this country against the Factories’ Education bill—a movement 
which for united energy and earnestness, has rarely if ever been 
equalled in the political history of Great Britain, and considers 
that the conduct of her Majesty's government in persisting in 
this unjust and tyrannical measure calls for the severest repro- 
bation of the people at large. 

Resolution II.— Moved by the Rev. J. Green, and seconded by 
RicHARD Harris, Esq., 

That the amendments of Sir James Gratiam, in the opinion of 
this meeting, leave all the most obnoxious principles and pro- 
visions of the measure unchanged ; that they seem to betray an 
intention on the part of her Majesty’s government to deceive and 
trifle with the large body of dissenters, and as such, deserve at 
their hands still more strenuous and indignant opposition. 
Resolution 111.—Moved by the Rev. J. P. MURSELL, and seconded 

by the Rev. J. Goapsy, 

That this meeting solemuly pledges itself to the most perse- 
vering opposition to this measure in every s of its parlia- 
mentary progress, and feels convinced that should it be carried 
through the legislature, the utmost resistance which the consti- 
tution of this country allows, will be offered to its practical 


operation. 
Kiesoiunon 1V.—Moved by C. R. Epmonps, Esq., and seconded 
by the Her. J. SMEDMORE, 

That the following petition to the House of Commons be 
adopted by the meeting, and signed on their behalf by the 
Chairman :— 

To the Honourable the Commons of Great Britain and Ireland. 
7 in Parliament assembled. N 
The humble petition of a meeting of the inhabitants of 
of Leicester, held May 15, 1843, 
Sheweth, | ; 

That your petitioners have viewed with great apprehension 
the Bill recently introduced into Parliament, by her Majesty + 
government, entitled * A Bill for Regulating the Employmento 
Children and Young Persons in Factories, and for the Better 
Education of Children in Factory Districts.“ That they regard 
the provisions of that measure as invading the freedom of the 
subject, infringing the religious liberties of dissenters, and 
violating the natural rights of parents. 

That your petitioners cousider the amendments proposed by 
her Majesty's Sceretary of State for the Home Department as 
leaving all the most objectionable parts of the measure unaltered. 

They, therefore, pray your Honourable House to reject the 
Bill altogether, and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will 
ever pray, Xc. 

Signed, on behalf of the meeting, 3 

WILLIAM BIGGS, Mayor and Chairman. 
Resolution V.—Moved by H. F. Coreman, Esq., and seconded 
by C. R. EpMonps, Esq., ‘ 

That the thanks of this meeting be given to the Mayor for 
his kindness in presiding, and for the ability with which he has 
conducted the business of the meeting. | 
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